| 
| 


Mabhw Carter Brown 
Mibraru 
Brown Viariversttyr 


rah ae 
Pit ree ae ee 
= Se RN 
meres 


| 


= . a et ae gee ae balk Nie cierariceesomenioaenah S| 


Etats vhittotlatoh 4 


# Sound Beleever. 
TREATISE 


Evangelicall jeer 


DISCOVERING 
The work of Chrifls Spirit, in < 


reconciling of afinner to 0 Cots 


ee aS Ee a Le > 


ee 


By THo:SuEPARD, fometimes 
i: ites pinivarnct Colledge in Cambridge, 
Now Preacher ot Gods Ward in 
NE W-E NGLAND. 


: 
: 
oe 
: 


M A T. 18, IIe : 
Z came to fave that which was loft. 


| LONDON, 
: Printed in the Yeere, 1652. 


yokes ae dcdilt dled 


vecnwevnieieccenaieee 


fe 


yi , 
} 
| i 
i 2 
; oe: rt 
, af os § 
ie 
ora 
Bh 
i) sie) 
aE | 
Poe ie, a | 
‘ nits 4 H 
©) iho ae 4" 
ii a, 
et at 
1. B) 
i qi 
Solas tah 
f 
i athe 
a aha 
BY Ln 
1 143 
Cota. meal | Ny 
\ 
4 7 i 
t 4 
¥ q 
i 


Se 


eae 


as 


ee 


Pitt 
. 
i? 


Gass ssn 


bbees 


: re A 
2 Bo qabliflicd ne Mr. - Thomas Shep- 
pard | 


ae The Sincere Convert : : 


a3 


¢ 2; The Sound Belecver. 


pe fo 


13. A Treatife of Liturgies, 

+ Power of the Keyes, and of °** 
the Catholicke, vifble = 
Church. | ay 


=; y4Seled& Cafes of Confcience. 


eS Bi ce 


ee 


ES SS SR TT Te an rE a ES 
= _ " 


To his deare Friend, 
Mi WW Greenhill, 


Shue Aruglings I ved had a- 
AS bout publifhing thefe Notes : 
<I have looked up to Ged, 
Rind at laft beene perfwad- 


Bs 


+ | 


oie) ved upon thefe grounds, 

| Bea see 1. The many defires both 
| of friends: aod firangers , both by Private 
| {pecches and Letters, which I choughte might 
| be the voyce of Chrift, 

2. Some good (asI heare) thofe which 
| are already ont, have done, and which che 
prett might doe, which Ihave looked on 
as a teflimony of the Lordsacceptance of 
| Libs 
| I knew rot what the Lords mean. 
‘ing: eer bee to bring to light by his 
providence » without my privitie, know- 
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ledge, or will, the former part, unleffe it 
was to awaken and enforce me (being de=| 
\fired) co publifh the reft,; our workes I) 
\thought fhould refemble Gods workes, not) 
\eo,be lefe imperfett. ce 
| 4.1 confidered my weake body, and). 
my fhost time of fojourning here , and) 
thac I fhall not fpeake long to children, 
friends , ot Gods precious people, Lam fure 
noc co many in England , to whom i 
owe almoft my whole felfe , whom I 
—\fhall fee in this World no more; 1 have 
beene therefore willing te get the Wind,} 
and take the feafon, that’ I might leave 
fome pare of Gods precious Trueth on} 
record , thae it might {peake (Oh that | 
it “might bee to the heart! ) among” 
whom f cannot ( and when I fhall not), 
bee, I account it a part of Gods inf 
nice Grace to make mee an inftrument of | 
the leafl good. Ifthe Lerd fhall fo faree} 
accept of mee in publifhing chefe things, 
dic is all chat I would defire , if not, yee: 
|L have defired forgivenefle in the blood) 
of his Sonne, for’ what ever ertours or 
weaknefles may be in it, or are In my; 
{felfe, -which may hinder fuccefle . and) 
fruftrate its end; onely what 1 haye in: 
much weakenefle beleeved , I have writ- 
ten, and ferit' it unto you , leaving ic 
wholly «with your felfe , “whom I ‘newch' 
| love! 
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ffove and honour, that you would adde; 
jor detratt any thing you ‘fee meet, ( fo 

jas ic bee net croffle to what I have 
|writ) and if you then thinke it meet for 
{publique view, you fee upon what grounds 
‘\Dem contest with it ; bue if you fhall 
{bury ic , and pue it to perpetuall filence, 
fit fhall bee moft pleafing to him whothinks 
—|more meanely of ic ‘then others can. 
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es the great caufe of the eternal perdition of | | 

men ds of themfelves ; fo the onely caufe of the 

aktuall deliverance and [aluation of man, ts, 

JESUS CHRIST? view thistext, Ho- 
feah 13.9, Oh Ifrael thou haft deftroyed thy 

. felfe, bue in me is thy help. REET AY 

S E C T, le se 

“Hele words as they are fer down 

in the Hebrew are (according || 

to the ftyle of this Prophet) ve- || 

My ry fhort and fententious , and | 

zS > therefore difficult to tranflate in- | 

LAS /) to Englifh qithout fame Peri- | 
phrafis; bus the fenfe is here crucly exprett, 47 

mee ts thy belpe, which you may fee confirm | 

ed from verfe 4, There w uo Saviour befide me, | 

andver. 14. J will ranfome them fromthe pow- | 

| er of the grave, O death I will bee thy plague, | 

O grave £ will bee thy deflruttion ; {appofe the | 

Prophet fhould fpeake here of temporal falvaci- | 

on, helpe and ranfome, (which hee doth not) yet | 
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_|the argument is ftrong; if there bee no Saviour 
from temporali woe and mifery but onely the Lord “a 
Jefus, how much more is there from. woes eternal? 
onely underftand meeherearight; J ammnotnow) . |. 
fpeaking of mans deliverance and falyation by | 
price in way of fatisfa ctionto Juftice(for chat Ihave See the 
already handled) but of hisdeliyerance and falvatt- Secere 
on, by power; not ofmans purchafed deliverance, C overt 
whichis by the blood of Chnift,buc of mansactual, 
deliverance, whichgs by the eficacy & power ofthe, | 
ha of Chrift, $@me Captives among inen are re- 

cemedby price ofily {ome bypower wichourprices, 
but fuch isthe lamentable captivity of all men,under | 
the feverity of jittice & power of finne, that with- 
otic the price of (rifts blood, Ephef. 1.7. and the / 
powcr Oi Cia ite it, Loh, 8.36. there is no de- ae 
liverance ; the Lord J efus haying paid che price for 
our deliverance, Yet itis withus as witha cempa~ 
{ny ofcaptivesin prifon; ourfinslike {trong chains, 
| hold us, Satan our keeper will not letus goe,the pri-? 
| {ol doores through xbelicfare{hutupon us, Kom. 
11,32. and thereby God and C hrift are k« ptout 
fromus; what power now can refcue uS , that are 
{held taftunder {ucha power, even after the price is 
paid ? truly ig can be no other but that in my Text, 
Lame thy help + whenour raniomispayd, the 
Lord muft comic him(elf and ferch us out by {trong 
hand, E/ay 5 3.1. 10 whom ws the arme of the Lord 
revealed ? truly to very few, yetto fame itis; and 
certainly looke as they make Chrift no Saviour in- 
deed who deny his falyation by price and fatisfacti- 
on, fo tholealfo make him-an impertect Saviour 
who deny falyationand a tuall deliverance of man | 
tobee onely the Almighty arm and cfhicacy of his 
Spiritand power ¢ excellent therefore is the {peech 
ofthe Apoltle, Ads 5.30.31. God bathexalt ea 
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| Jefusto give repentance and remiljion of finnes to 
‘| Lfrael; Look as Jefus was abafed to purchale re~ 
| pentance and remiffion, fo hee isnow exalted actu- 
lally to giveand apply repentance and remiflion of 
| finnes,” Whole glory it is to remit finnes, butGods 
in Chrift, and by Chrilt onely? whofe glory isit to} _ 
give repentance (which iw this place comprehends |. 
the work of converfion and faith,as Bez obferves) 
whereby wee apply remiffion, but the fame Ged 
onely ? the one is as difficult to be conveyedas the 
other, and we ftand inas much nced of Chrift todo 
the one as the other; all the power of Chrift exalt- 
ed, is little enough to give us repentance and remi- 
fhon, the condition ofthe Covenant expreft in re- 
pentance, and the bleffings inthe Covenant, fum- 
med up inthe forgivenefle of finnes; the Socéwas | 
deny redemption and falyation by prizes the e4r- 
mintans by Chrifts power, leaving fuafion onely 
\tohim, but power of conyerfionto the power and 
liberty ofthe willof man ; O adulreruos generagi- | 
on that are thus hacking acand cutting che cords®f 
their owne falyation ! | fhallhere fpeake onely to 
one que(tich, which isthe principall and moft pro- 
| fitable, andthatisthis, Howdoth Chrift redeeme 
& faveus by his power, ourofthar miferable eftare; 
and confequently what isthe way for us to feek,and 
foto find & feel deliverance by the hand of Chrifts 
power ? Pts 
Asthere are foure priacipall meanes and caufes, 
or wayes, whereby man tuines himfelfe. 1, 7¢no- 
rance of their ovene mifery; 2. Security and un- 
fenfibleneffe of it. 3, (Carnal confidence ix their 
owne duties. 4, Prefumptionor refting upou the 
whercy of God by a Faath of their owne forging sfoan, 
the contrary there isa four foldaé& of Chrilts pow-| 
er whereby he refcues & delivers all bis out of their] 
miferable eftate, ) The' 


ee The Sowad Belecver. | 
cThe firft AG or ftroake is (oxvstion of 


fimne, 
The fecond is ( ompartlion fur fine, 
The third is Hamiliation or felfe abafe- 
ment, eee | 

_ . &The fourthisFaith : allwhich are diftin@- 
ly put forth (when hee ceafeth extraordinarily to 
worke) in the day of Chrifts. power ; and fo ever 
looke for aétuall falyation and redemption ftom 
Chrift, let them feek for mercy and deliverance in 
this way, out of which they fhall never finde it ; lec 
them begin at conviction, and defire the Lord to 
|let them tee their finnes, that fo being affected with 
them and humbled under them, they may by faith 
|be enabled to receive Jefus Chriit, and fo be ble 
{fedinhina, Icistrue, Chrift.isapplyed tous next- 
|ly by Faith, but Faith is wroughr in us in that way 
J of conviction and forzow for finne ; no man can 
or will come by faith to Chrift to take away his 
fins, unleffe he firft fee. be convicted of; and load- 
jenwiththem, I confefle the manrier of the Spirits 
| worke in the conyerfion ofa finner unto God is ex- 
\ ceeding fecret, and inmatiy things very various; 
| and thereforeit istoo great boldneff{e to marke out 
{all Gods foorftepshercin : yet fo farre forth as the 
Lord himfelfe tells us his work and the manner of 
| icin all his, we may fafely refolve our felves, and fo 
\farre, and no farther {hall we proceed inthe expli- 
\cationofthefethings. Itisgreac prophaneffe not to 
fearch into the workes of common providence, 
| though fecretand hidden, P/a/m. 28,5, and 92.6, 
Much greater & it not to doe thusunto Gods work 
/of fpeciall fayour and grace upon his chofen. 

J thall therefore beginne with the firft Rroake, 
-Chrilts power which iscoaviction of finne. 
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\ The firft A& of ( brifts power, which ws Con-|. 
‘ vitlion of fins. : Pe 
Ow for the more diftingét explication of thise 
1 thailopen.to youthele 4. chingfs i | 
1. {thall prove that che Lord Chrift by his Spirit} 
begins che a Ctuail deliverance of bis elect here. 
2, Whatisthat fin the Lord convinceth the foule 
thusfir{tof : . 
3. Howthe Lord dothite‘: S27. RAS | 
4, What meafur: and degree of Conviction hee | _ 


= 


workesthusinalbis, 0 ot 
1. Forthefirft, it is laid, Joba 16 8,9. that the 
frit ching that the Spirit doth when hee comes to} 
make the Apoftics Miniftecy effeciuall, is this, it 
fhall reprove at convince the world of finne ; doth) 
} not firtt work faith, bur conyinceth chem that chey 
have no faith, asin ver{e 9. and confequently undet | | 
the guiltand dominion of their fin; and aiter this,he 
convinceth of righteon|neffe , which faich appre- 
hends, verfe to. Jt istrucchat the word convtion 
here, is of a largeextent, andincludes co mpuncti- | | 
onand humiliation for fin, yet our Sayiour wraps | 
them up in this word; becaul: conviétion isthe firlt, || 
and therefore the chiefein order ; here the Lord not || 
{peaking now of ineffectual, but effeAtuall & tho- || 
row Coriviétion expreft in deepe forrow and humis | 
lation. Now the text faich,the Lord begins thus not | 
with {ome one or two, but with the world of Gods | 
| Bleet, who are co be called home by the Miniftery. | 
of the VVord; which our Saviour {peakes (25 any | 
may fee who confiders the {cope) -purpofely to | 
comfort the hearts of his Difciples, that their Mi- | 
niftery fhall be thuseffectuall tothe world of Tews | 
and Genules; and cherefore cannot {peake of fuch | 
:  convittion | 
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The Sound Belveger, 6 
onviction as leryes onely tor to leave men without 
xcufe for greater condemnation; (as fome un- 
lderftandthe place) for that is a poore ground of 
confolation to their fad hearts. Secondly, I fhall 
hereafter prove that there can bee no faith without 
fenfeof finne and milery ; and now there canbe no 
fenfe of finne withouta precedent fight ot convicti- 
onof finne; no mancanfeel fin, unleffe hee doth | 
firft fee ic ; what the eye fees not,the heart rues nor, 
Let che greateft evill befalla man, fuppofe the burn- 
-ling of hishoufe, the death of his child en,ifhe doth 
noc firft know, fee and hear of it, he will never take 
it to heart, it will never trouble him ; fo let a poore 
finner lyeunder the greaceft guilt, the foreft wrath 
of God, it will never trouble him untillhe fees it and 
| be convinced of it, 4fts 2.37. When they beard 
thas. they were pricked ; but firft they heard it and 
{aw their fin before their hearts were wounded tor 
it, Gen.3.7. they firft [aw their nakedneffe before 
they were afhamed of 1. Thirdly, The maine end 
of the Law is to drive usto Chrift, Rom, 10. 4. If 
C brift bee the exd of the law, then the law isthe 
means (ubfervient to that end,and that not to fome, 
but to al that beleeve; now the law thoughitdrives 
usco Chrift by condemnation, yet in order it begins 
with accufation. It firit accufech,and fo convinceth 
of fin, Rom, 3. 20. and then condemneth, Its folly 
and injufice for a judge to condemaand bring 2 
finner out tohis execution before accufation and 
conviction; and it is wifdom or juftice in the Lord 
orhis law todo otherwife? and therefore the Spirit : 
in making ufe ofthe law for this end firft convine- 
eth asit firftaccufeth, 8 laies our finsto our charg, 
Laftly, looke as Satan when he bindes up a finner 
in his fin, he firft keeps him (itpoffible) from the 
very fight and knowledge of ir; becaute fo faa as 
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they fee it not, this ignorance is the caufe ofall their 
woe, why they feele icnot, why they defire not to}; — 
come outof it; the Lord Jefus (who came county, © 
the knots of Satan, 1 /eh-3.8,). begins here & Firlt | 
convinceth his,and makes them fee cheir fia,chat fo] | 
they may feele it, andcometo him fordeliverance | _ | 
‘cout otit, Oh confider this all you thatdreameout} || 
your time in minding only things before yourfeet,’ 
never thinking on the evills of yourown oes | 
that heed not, you that will not fee your fins, ‘nor fo’ 
nach as aske thisqueftion , What haye I done 2) 
What do I doe? hawdo I live? What willbecome} 
of me 2? What will be the end of thefe my foolifh| 
courfes ? I tell you itever the Lord fayeyou,he will; 
make youfee what now you cannof,whatnow you) 
| will not; he willnozonly make you toconfelsyou; 
are (inners, but hee will convince you of finne, this | — 
(hall be the firft thing the Lord willdoe withthee, | 
But you willfay, what ts that fin whichthe Lord) _ | 
firft conyinceth ot ? whichis the fecond thing to be Fe sal 
opened. . 1anfwer inthele three Conclufions. 
~” The Lord J efss by hts S pitic doth not onelycon-; | 
vince the foul in generall, hat itis a (inner and fin-| 
full; bucthe Lord brings ina convicting evidence, 
ofthe particulars; the firft is learnt more by tradi-, |) 
‘tion (inthefe dayes) by the report & acknewledg- 
ment of every man rather then by any f{peciall act 
of conviction of the SpiritofChrilt; ferwHatman’ | 
is there almoft but lyes under this confeHionthathe , | 
isafinner? the beft{ay they arefinners, avd ifmee 
fay we have no fin, mee decetve out felves, andl. 
know I am a finner ; Wut that which the Spirit 
principally conyinceth of,isfome finor fins inpar- | 
ticular $ the Spirit doth not arreft men for offences. 
in general), but opens the writ, and fheywesth?par- || 
ticlar caufe, the particular fins, Kaze. Bree eas ae) 
peat SES proved 


e The Sound Beleever. =—=—=—S 
‘'proved faith the Apoftle, that Lewes and Gentiles 
are under finue, buthow doththe Apoftle (being 
now the Inftrument ef the Spirit, inthis work of | 
| conviction, convince them ofthis 2. marke his me- : 
thod, verfe To. 11.12, 13,14. 85,16. 17.18, 
{wherein you fhall {ee it isdoge by enumeration of 
+} particulars; fins of their natures, there zs none righ- 
‘| teous; finnesof their minds, one mndet/fandeth +| Rom.3. 
| fins in cheirwills and affeCtions, wone feeke afier| | 
God; finsin their lives, all gone ont of the way ; fins 
of omiffion of good duties, there 2s zone that doth 
Good; their throates, tongues, lips, ave Sepulchresy 
| decesiful, poyfonfuh; their moushes fuil of cur fing, 
| their feer foufito (hed blood, &. And this is the 
| ftate of you Jews (ver.19,) as wellas of the Gen- ‘ 
|tiles, that all fle(h way land convixced as guilty 
before God. It it be here demanded, ¥V hat are thofe | S#e/?, 
that particular fins which the Lord convinceth men 
of? I anfwer in variety of men there is much va- Asfir, 
riety of {peciall finnes, as there is of difpofitions, mre 
tempers,andtemprations; artd therefore the Lord] Whar 
doth not convince one man at firft of the fame fins thof part}. 
jofwhichhedoth another man ; yet chiswee may | cular Gns|. 
| fafely fay, ufually (though not alway )the Lord be-| are,which 
| gins with che remembrance and confideration of] the Lord 
| fome one great, ifnota mans {peciall and moft be- | convinces 
loved fiane; and thereby the Spirit difcovers gra-| men of in. 
| 


dually allche reft = thatatrow which wounderhthe| their 
heattof Chri molt,the Lord makes it fall fick up-| converfi- 
on the head of the finner that did {hoot it again{t | 99 . 
| Heaven, and convinceth , and as ic were hits hina 

| fick withthat : How did the Spirit convince thofe 
| 3009, thofe patterns of Gods converting Grace ? 
eAAtts 2, 37. did notthe Lord begin with them 
| for one principall finne,vzz, their murder and.con- 
jtempe of Chrift by embruing their hands in his 


i blaod ? 


H 


| 
| 


~ sblood? there isno queftio 

\ bred other finfull practifes, 
mis whichis ever accompa 
tems which are thenread in G 
ings where the firft is fet 
a King,1 Sam.8.19, Samuel to 
convince them of their finne ; herei 


Lord doe 2 furely hee will convince them of finne| | 


before he leaves them, and this hee doth by fucha 
terrible thunder as made ail their hearts ake; and] 
how isit now ? what finne doe they now fee ? they 

Grit fee the greatnefie of that particular fin; but this} | 
came notto mind alone, butthey cryed out, 1 Sam. 
12,19. We have added unto all our evills this y 
asking to our {elves A King, Looke upon the wo- 
man of Samaria, Lohn 4, the Lord Chrift indeed 
{pake firft unto her about himlelfe the fubftance o! 
| the Gofpell, about the worth of this water of life. 
but what good did fhe get untill the Lord began to 
convince her of fin,and how doth he that, hetels her 
of her fecret whoredome fhe lived in, the maa that 


ee. 2 


(he now had was not her husband; and wpon the dif- 
covery of this, fhe faw many more fins ; aud hence 
ver 29, {he cryes out, Come fee the manthat hath 
told me all that ever] didinmy life. Andthusthe} 

| Lord dealesat this day ; the Minifter preacheth a- 

-}gainft one fin, it may be whoredome, ignorance, 

contempt ofthe Gofpel, neglect of fecret duties, ly- 

ing, Sabbath-breaking, & ¢- This is thy cafe faich} | 
the Spirit unto the foule, rememberthe time, the 

place, the perfons with whom thou lived ir chis fin-| | 
tallcondition; and now aman begins to goe alone, 

& tothink of all his former coutles how exceeding, 

evilthey haye been ;it may be the Lord bringsupent | 

a mana fore affiction,and when heisin chaids ¢ry-|/ 

fing out ofthat , the Lord faith ro him as to thofe,| 

s : pe 


ee 


The Sound Beleever. ——_—-—*1@ 
er.30.15. Why crveft thon for thy affisétion? for 


he mulitude of thine iniquiies Lhave done this; 
may be the Lord fometimes ftrikesa mans com-| 
sanion in finne dead, by fome fearfull judgement : 
and then that particular finne comes to minde, _and 
she Lord revealesit arin’d with multitude of many 
other finnes, the Caufes of it, the fruits and effects of 
it : asthe father whipsa child pon cecafion of one 
{peciall fault, bur then tels him of many more which 
he winked at before this, and faith, Now firrah te- 
memaber fucha time,fuch a froward fir, fuch undu- 
tifull behaviour, {uch a reviling word you fpake, 
fuchatime | called,znd you ran away and wou 

nocheare me, and'you thought I liked well enough 
of thefe wayes, but now know that I will not paffe 
them by, &c, Fhus the Lord deales withhis, and 
hence it is many times,thac the elect of God civilly 
brought up, doe hereup on think wellofthemfelves, 
and {o remaine long unconvinced oftheir wofull e- 
| ftares, the Lord fuffersthcm to fall into {ome foule, 
fecret, or open finne,and by this the Lord takes {pe- 
ciall occafion of working conviétion and forrow 
\for finne; the Lord hereby makes them hang down 
\che head, and cry, #xclean, wxclean: Panl was Ci- 
yillyeducated, hee turned at lafta hot perfecutor, 
oppreffor, blefphemer : the Lord firft convinced 
him of his perfecutionand cryed out from heaven 
Jto him. Paul, Paul, Why perfectteft thew me ? this} 
| fruck him tothe heart,and then /1z revived, Rom. 
7.9. many fecret finnes of his heart were difcove- 
Tred, which I take.co begin and continue tn {peciall 
lin thofe three dayes, e4és 3. 9. wherein he was 
\blind and did (through Gghr of finne and forrow of 
heait) neither eat nor drink, As a man that hath 
the plague not knowing the difeafe, he hopesto live; 


but when he fees the {pots and tokens of death up- 
: on 
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yon his wrilt, now he cryes out, ‘becaufe convinced i 


{dition ; yet itis not alway (though ufually chus) for ki 
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tharthe plagueof the Lord is upon him; fe whenjn 
men fee fome one or more fpeciall fins break outs}! 
now they are Convinced of their Jamentable con-}it 


{ome men the Lord may firft convince of finne by W 


_|fhewing them the finfulnefs of their own hearts & pin 


wayes; the Lord may leta man feehis blindnefle, fm 
hig extreame hardneffe of heart, his weaknefle, his if 
wilfulnefle, his heartlefneffe ; hee cannot pray, ot} 
looke up to God, and this may firft convince him;'ys 
or thatall chatheedoth is finfull,being out of Chrilt:| 

the Lord may fuddenly dethim fee the deceits of px 
his owne heart, and the fecret finfull practiles of [it 
his life; as if fome had told the Minifter, or as if }it 
hee fpake to none but him; thathee is forced to 
tall downe being thus conyinced, and to conieffe, |! 

God isia thisman : 1Co0r.1 4.25. Nicodemus |i 


| may firlt fee and bee convinced otthe want of re- }il 


generation, and thereby feel his need of Chrift ; the fi 
Lord may fet aman upon the confideration of all pi 
his life paft, how wickedly it hath been pent; and |i 
{o notone, but a multitude of iniquities compafle | 

himabout , aman may fee the godly examples. of } 
his parents orother godly Chriftians in the family fi 
or town where he dwells,and by thisbe convinced, i 
chat if their fate and way be good, his owne ({ofar |'f 
unlike ir) mauft needs be ftark naught ¢ the Lord ¢-p 

yer conyineeth the foul of fins in particular, but he}: 


{doth netalway conyince one man of the fame par~ ! 


ticular Gnnes at firftashee doth another, whether | 4 
the Lord convinceth all che electat firft of the finne i 
of their nature,and fhewe them their originall fin }4 
inand about this firft {troke of conviction, Tdaubr}\ 


notof it, Pax would haye beenalive,and a proud 1 
Pharifee ftill, if the Lofd had not let him by He : 
: fee 
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fee this fin, Rom, 7.9, andfo wouldallmeninthe; 


world, if thisfhould not be revealed firftor laft, in 
a effec: or greater mieafure , under a diftincét or 
more indiftinét notion $ and henee arife thofe con- 
feffiens of the Saints, Ineverthought I had fucha 
vile heart, if all che world hadtold me, J could not 
have believed chem , but that the Lord hath made 
me felt it, and fee icat laft; was there ever fuch a 
‘inner (at leaft in heart) which is continually op- 
>ofing of him) whom the Lord atany time receiy- 
edtomercyaslamp - ‘ 
2, TheLord jefusby hisSpirit doth not onely 
convince the foulof its fin in particular, bur alfo of 
the evill, even che exceeding great evill of thofe par- 
ticular fins. The Lord Jefts doth not only convince 
ofthe evil of fzve, but of thegreat evillot /me, Oh 
thou wretch faith the Spirir, (asthe Lord to Cain, 
Gen. 4.10.) what haft thou done, whofe fins'cry to 
heaven, who haft thus long lived with:God, & done 
-his infinite wrong toan infinite God, for which 
thou €anft never make him amends ,/ That Ged 
who could have long fince cut thee off in the midft 
of thy finn es and wickednefle, and crufht thee likea 
moth, and fent thee down to thofe eternal flames 
ywhere thou now [eeft {ome better then thy felfmour 
pn day and night, but yet hath {pared thee out of 
is meere pity to thee; That God haft thou refifte 
ed and forfaken all thy lifetime; and therefore now 
(¢e and confider what anevilland bitter thing it is 
thus co live as thou haft done; Fe7,2.19. Lookasit 
is inthe wayes of bolinefle, many a man void of the 
Spiric may {ee and know them in che licerall expref- 


y the Spirit, and hence it ishe doih not efteem. and 


oe 


| 
| 


he B.. 


lions ofthem, but cannot fee the glory of them bur | 


2 Con, 


prize them and the knowledge of them above gold |. 
So in the ways ofunholinefle, many a man yoid “ig : 
te / es 


-\there 


| 


alas | they know not; 
but when the Spirit camesto convince, hee makes 
them fee what-they do, and phar is the exceeding e> | 

| yilof thole fins they made light of before, like mad 


menthat have fworne,andcurft, and Ctruck theit | 


} 


-|friends, and when they.come to be fober againe, | 


and remember their mifchrevous waysand words | 
now they {ee what they have done, and how abomi: | 


|nablecheir courfes then were, Oh yourhat walk of 


| 

| 
} 

i | 

at 
1a 


\inthe madnefle of your minds now, in all manner oO 
\fiane, itever the Lord do goodto you,you fhall ac 
|count your wayes madnefle and folly, and. cry out 
Oh Lord, whathave J done in kicking thus long a 

abe gain} 


“= ee 


‘Jgainttthe pricks? 


vince the foul of the eyill ot /zme, but of the evill a/- 
|| ter finne,| mean ofthe juft punifhment which doch 
follow fin, and chat isthis, vz, that ic mult dye,and 


-|nowin, Rom, 4,15. The Law reorks wrath, icc. 
| fightand fenfeof wrath, Row. 769. Whenthe Law 
came, finne revived and I dyed, t.e, J {aw my {elf 
adeadmanby it; fothe foul {ees cleerly, God hath 
faid, The foulethat finneth{hall dye | have finned, 
and therefore ifthe Lord be true, J fhall dye ; to 
Phell I fhallifnew the Lord ttop my breath, and cut 
‘| off my life, which he might justly & may eafily do, 
| Death athewages of fin, even of any one finne, 
I choughnever fo little; what then willbecome of me 
who {tand guilty offo many ,exceeding the number 
of the haires on my head, or the ftarresin heaven ? 
Whoremongers and adalterers God will judge, the 
Minifter bach faid fo, theLord himfelfe hath told 
me fo, feb. 13.4. 1am the man, my con{cicnce 
now teares meand tells me to, what will become of 
me? The Lord Jefus will come in flaming fire to 
vender vengeance againft alt that know motGod ; 
ep thut obey nt the Goftel, This J believe, for Ged 
hath faidit, 2 Thefi2.7.8.9.and now | fee am he 
that hath lived long in ignorance and know not 
1 God; I have had the Gofpell of grace thus long 
| wooing and perfwading my heart, and oftentimes 
ithath affected me, butyct I have refifted God and 
his Gofpel, and have fet my filthy luits; my vaine 
| {ports,sny companions cups and queanes ata high- 
der pricethen Chrift, & hayeloyed them more then 
him ; and therefore though may befpated for a 
| while, yetchere isa time wherin Chrilt himfelf will 
‘| come out againft me in Haming fire, Tothis pur- 
ae gion’ pole 


4 - | 


The Lord Jelus by his Spitir doth not only con-| Co%, 3. 


thar eternally for fin , #f ic remainein thigeftate itis}. 


Ta Gad Beever | 
pots doth the Spirit work : for beloved, the great e)i 
atfiritin ints} <]|| 
h thou doft} |); 


\ gels cannot 
lequity of 4:,¢ 
_ Hor fo fmalla mater ; 
then chey thick no flefh | 
‘when the old Serpenthath fpitthis poyfoa beiere} 
them, they fupitup, & drinkit in,and (0 thoulands, | | 
_laay millions ofmen & women are utterly undone,| | 
The Lord Chrift hercfore when he comesto favea} 
poor finner, and raife him up out of his fall, convin= 
sth che foul by hisS piric,and that with ful. & migh- 
ty evidence, thacit fhall dye for the leaft fin, & cells 
himasthe Lord told 4bsmelech in another cafe | 
| Gen, 20.33 Thon art bt a dead man forthis and) 
ifthe Spirit fetonthis, setwho can claw itoft. Irell} 
you beloved, never did poorcondemned Malefac- } 
tor more certainly know and hear the entence 
}condemnation paft upon him by a mortal] many) 
hen the guilty Gianer doth his, by an in aaa Hl 
pyr ere | 
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difpleafed God : and therefore thafe three thou.) 


| fand cry out, Aits 2,37, Aden and bvethrexwhat 
| call we doto be faved ? we are condemned to dyc, 
| what fhalwe do now to be faved from death? Now 
| thefoulis glad to enquire of the Minifter, Ob tell 
| me, what fhall Idoe ? I once thought my‘felf in 2 
| fate & good condition as any in the Town or Coun. 
{trey Llived in; but nowthe Lord bathiet mehear 
of other newes; dye I mult in this eftate, and’ us 
}a wonder of mercies fam (pared alive to.this day. 
| There is not onely forme blind feares and fulpitions 
| char it may poffibly be fo, but full perfwalions of 
\ heart, dye I mutt. dye] fhalt inthis eftate; for if 
‘| che Spitic reveale fin, and convince not of death for 
‘|fin, the fonlunder this work of conviction being as 
yet rather fenfuall cheafp.ricuall, will make a light 
‘| mateer of it, when it fees no fenfible danger tn ic, 
‘| bur when ic fees the bottomleffe pit before ik, ever- 
lafting fire before it, forthe leaft fin, now itices the 
haitious evill of fin; the way of fin chough never 
fo peaceable before, is full of danger mow, wherein 
itfeesthereare endietie wocsand everlafting deaths 
| thaclye in waicfor ic, Rom. 6.21, And now faith 
‘| the Spirit, you may go onin thele finfull courtes as 
lothers do, if you fee meet bur O confider what will 
be the end of them 3 whatitistoenjoy the ple afures 
lof fin forafeafon, and to be sarmented tor cvet 
for them inthe concluiion, for be affured that wil 
|bethe end : and hence the foul feeing it felfe chus 
{fet apart for death, looks upon ic felfe in a farre 
lweorfe eftace then the bruit beafts, or vileft worme 
-|upon the earth; for itthinks when they dye there1s 
anend of their mifery; bur Ob thents the begin- 
ning of mine for ever + hence alfoarife thofe fears 
of death and of being fuddenly cut off, tharwhen 
it lyesdown, is trembks tothink I may neyer rife 
| | B 3 again, 
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aqaine, becauleics convinced, not onely tiaeit de= | 


ferveszo dye, but thatit isalready feritenced for to} 


dye sheirce alfo the foul juftifies God, if he had cut | ! 
him of iwhis fin; and wonders what kept him} 
from ie,there being nothing elfe due from Godunto} — 


it : hence'laftly;the foulisftopt and ftands fill, goes | i 


not on infin asbefores or ifitdoth, the Lord gives tt 


no peace, Fer.8.6, Why doth the horfego on in the | . ; 


bartell? becaufeit feesnot death before it; but now | 1) 
the foulfeesdeath, andthere fore ftopss O remem- | 


berthisall youthat nevercould believe thatyouare 


ead coriderhned menjand.therefore are never trou} 


bled with any fuch thoughts in your minde; ‘I tell 


you chat youare far from conviction,and therefore} 
fr from falvation: if God-fhould fend fome from) — 
the dead to beat witnefle againft this fecureworld | 
| concerning this truth, yet you will not believe it, ) 
for his meffengers fent from heaven are not beliey- | 


ed herein ; woe be to yowifyouremain unconyin- 
ced ofthispoirt, 9 ("8 " odie tual 
Bat youwill fay, how doth the Lord thus cone} 
| vince fia; and wherein is ivrexprelt 2 whichis the | 
third particular, Ree ism ok 


confeifion of finis not conviction, there isa con- 
viction meercly rationail , whichis not fj pirituall 5’ 
there are three things in{piricuall conviction. | : 
”-'Thete isa cleare, certaine, and manifeft light, fo 
chat the foulfees its fin, and death dueto it clearly’ 
and certainly ; for fo the ward, Joh. 16,9, reyuuy 
fienifiesto evidence a thing by way of argumenta- 
tion, hay demonftratton; the Spirit fodemonftraces 
thefe chines that ithath nothing to object, a manis 
mouthis topped, he hath nothing to fay but this ; 
Behold Iam vile, I amadead man :forifa man 


have any {trofg arguments! gives: him to confirme |“ 
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All kiiowledge of fin is notconvitionoffin, all) 9 


ee 


| 


}bedoneby manifefting theevall of {uch wayes, and 


i forgive it; Another aith, Though I have finnedy 


| comestoconvince, he foconvinceth as that he ant- 
yers allthefe, pulls downall the fe fences, teares © 
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latruth, yet if he have bucone.objection ordoubr- 
‘full'fcruple notan{wered, he ‘is not fully as yeccon- 
ymecd,: becaufe fullconviction by aclear fan-lighe 
{cattersall dark obje étions, and hence our Saviour, 
Jade 15. willoneday: convince the wicked of ab 
their hard|peeches againft him, hich will chiefly 


‘raking away all thofecolours & defences men have} 
made for their language: before the Spiritof Chrift 
comes, mancannot fee, will not fee his finfor pur- 
ifhment; nay, he hath many things to fay for him- 
{elf as exculesand-extennatioiis of fin; One fal rh, 
{was drawn untoit, (the woman that thaw gaveft 
ne)and fo lates the blame on others - Another faith, 


Itis my ratures others fay, Allare finners, thegod- }. 

dy fin as well as others; and yetare faved arlait,and } 
{elhope fhall 1: Orhers proteffe they cannot part 
with fin, they would be better, but they catunot,and 
God requitesno more then they are able to per= 

forme : Another faith, Trill continue infin but a} 
‘litle while, and purpofe hereafter to leave it Others 
fay,we are finners,but yet Godismercifulland will 


yet [have fome good, and am uot fo badasother 
men; endlefs are thefeexcu fesforfin. In oneword, 
J know norman, though never fo bad, though hisfin 
be never fo grievous, but hee hath fomethingtolay 
for himfelfe, and fomething in his mindetoteflen 
‘and extenuate fin 3 but beloved, when the Spirit 


_allthefe fig-leaves, {catters allthefe mitts, and pulls } 
off all thefe feales from the eyes {tops a mars 
! mouth, thar the foul ands before God, crying, O 
| Lord, guilty, guilty; asthe Prophet Feremy: told 


chem, Jer;2,23.Why daft thou fay, l am mie ? 
; ooke 


| 


q |  ~—=B4 
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locke uponthy way, Ge. {othe Spirit faith, why doft | 
thou fay thy fin is finall 2 it is dfabedience, (aaSa- | 
winel {aid vo Saul, ¥ Sam, 5.23.) whichisrebellt- | || 
on, aid asthe finof Witchcraft, and is thata {mall} 


matter? che Spirit of conviction by the cleare evi- } | 


dence of the eruth, binds.the under ftanding that it} ) 


cannot ftruggle againft God any more, and hence} 


let allthse world plead to che contrary , nay let the} } 


godly come to comfort them in this eftate, & think | } 


and fpeake wellofthem ; yet they cannot believe } |: 
ther becaufe they are certain their eftates are yoe- | |! 
(ull shence alfo we fhall obferye the foul under ¢an- | |) 
viétion, in ftead of excufing fin, itaggrayates fin, 4 |) 
and (tudies to aggravate fin, did ever any dealethus} | 
wickedly, walk thusfinfully, fo long,againft fo ma~ 
ny checks and chidings, light and love, meanes and | 
mercies, as | havedone ?, Andit is wonderfull co | | 
obferve that thole things. which made it.once ac- | | 
count fin light, make itthereforeto think fingreat?} | 
ex. gr. my finislitle, the more unkind thou (faith) 
che Spirit) that wilt not doe a {mail matter for the] : 
Lord : my fin iscommon; the more finfull chou} | 
}hatin thofe things whereinall the world rife up in| | 
arinsagainft Ged, thou joyneft with them ¢ God} | 
{pares me after fin, the greater is thy fin therefore | } 
that thou haft continued fo long in, againfta God }) 
fo pitifullto thee, thedeareft fins arenow the vileft 
fins, becauférhugohthey were moft {weetto him) |: 
yet the Spirit conyinceth him, they were there-}/ 
fore the more grievous unto the foule of Gad: you}! 
poore creatures may now hide, and colour, and |! 
excufe your fins before men, but when the Lord}! 
comes to convince, yeucannot lye hid $ then your} « 
confeiences (when eka Chrift the Lord comes to}! 
convince) fhall not be like the Steward in the Gof }} 
pelithat tet down §o, for. 166,1, no, tedare, will} 
oree 


nhl al ee ee 
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| force it to bring ig atrue and cleare account at thar} 


Baw rr ode | 

: There isa reall light in fpiritual] conviction, ra-| 3+ 
tionall conyiction makes things appear netionally,- 
but {pirituall conviction,really : the Spirit indeed ue 
feth argumentation in conyi¢tion, but it goeth fur} 
ther and cayfech the foul not onely to fee fin & death 
difeurfively, but alfo inmitively and really : reafon 
can fee and difcourfe about words ind propofitions, 
and behold things by report, & to dedu& one thing 
from another ,. but the Spiritmakesa man {ee the 
thingsthemfelves, really wrapt up in thole words : 
the Spirit brings {pirituall things as well as notions 
beforeamanseye , the light ofthe Spiric is like the 
hight ofthe Sun, it makesall things appear as they 
jate, Jahn 3.20.21, Itwas Jerufalems mifery, fhe 
heardthe words of Chrift, and they were not bid 
from them, but the things of her peace {hut up in 
thofe words were hid from her eyes, Dilcourfe with 
many a manabouthisfin and mifery, he will grant 
all char you fay, and he is convinced, and his eftace 
ismoft wretched, and yet {till lives in all manner of 
\ fin; what ische reafon of it 2. truly he fees his fin on- 
ly by difceurfe, but he doth nor, nay cannot fee the 
thing fin, death, wrath of God, untill the Spirit 
come ; which onely convinceth or fheweth chat re- 
{ally A man willnot be afraid of a Lyon when it 
{is painted onely upona wall, why ? becaufe there- 
Jin he doth net fec the Living Lyon : whenhee fees 
Jthat, he trembles. So men hear of fin, and talk of 
fin and death, and fay they are moft miferable in 
regardof both ; yet their hearts tremblenot, are 
notamazedatthefeevils ; becaufe fin ig noe feene 
alive, death is not prefented alive betore them, 
| | whichis done by the Spirit of conviction only, re- 
| vealing thefe really cothcfoul.: and hence it is chat 
a: ~ many 
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many men##feeing fee wot, How can uhat be?thus, | 
in {eeing things notionally, they {ee them not really. | 
| And heneemany that knew moft of fiahe, know | |} 
Jleaft of fin, becaufe in teeing itnotionally, they fee it} | 
| not really. And therefore’ happy were it for fome} |} 

men, Schollers and others,thatthey had no notion-| > 
all knowledge of fin, forthis/zght is their darkneffe,\ + 
Jand makes them more uncapable of fpiricuall con- 7 
vidtion: the firft act of {pirituall conyiGtion is to] | 
leta man fee clearly thathe is finfull and moft'mi- | ~ 
ferable ;. the fecond act is to let the {oul feereally | |} 
whatthisfin and deathis, O confider ofthis ;many {| 
| of you knew that you arefinfull, and that you fhall |! 
dye; but doft thou know whatfinis, and what it is} | 
to dye? If thondidft, Idare fay thy heart would} 
finke ; iftheu-doft not,thou arca condemned man, | » 


becaufe not yet 4 convinced man. If you here ask; }}) 
how the Lord makes fin reall? J anfwer. By mak-] |! 
ing God reall: the reall greatneffe of fin isfeen by | 

beholding really the greatnefle of God who is fimit-} : 
ten by fin; fin isnot feen becaufe God is not feen.| | 
Lobn 3.0p.v.1t. Hethat doth evill hath not feen| 
God, No knowledge of God isthe caule why blood} | 


towcheth bloed: the Spirit cafts out all other'cem-|_ 
pany of vaine and foolith thoughts, andthen Ged } 
| comes in and appears immediately to the foul in bis 
ereatneffe and glory, and then the Spirit faith, Lo,: 
thisisthat Ged thy fins have provoked. And now | 
fin appears asit is,and together with this reall fight 
of fin, the foul doth not fee painted fire, burfeesthe } 
fire of Gods wrath really, whither now itis leading, | 
that never can be quenfht bur by Chrifts blood + 
and when the Spirit hath thus convinced , now a 
man begins to fee his madnefle and folly in times 
_ | paft,faying, I know not what J did. ° And hence 

queftions, Canthe Lord pardon fucha ahiaeiei I 

war e 


hofefins are fo great ?. Hence alfo the heare be- 
ansto be affected with fin and death, becaufe ir 
Hices them now as they are indeed, and not by report}. 
Ppuely. Aman accountsit a matcer ef nothing tof 
}iccad upon’ worm, -wherein there is nothing feen 
}ivorthy either to beloved or feared; and hence a 
nans heartisnotafte ted with it: before the Spirit 
f conviction comes, God ismore yilein mans eye 
|§ben any werme ; as Chrift faid in another cafe of 
himlelfe, Plalm 22. Lama worme and xo man ;} 
|jo may the Lord complain, J am viler in fischa ones 
iityesthen any worme, andno God.: and hence a} 
| pan makes it a matter of nothing tetread upon the} 
|lorious Majefty of God, and hence isnot affected | 
Wiwith it; Buewhen God is feen by the Spiritof con- 
\hiction, in his grear glory ; then ashe is great, fin is 
jcen great; as his glory affects and aftonifheth the | 
oul, fo fimafteéts theheart, Pe A 3 
Thereisa conftant light; the foule fees fin and 
| poo continually before it ; Gods arrowes stick. 
afé inthe foul , and:cannot be pluckt ours; CALy 
tane ws ever before me, faid David, (in histénew- 
ling of the work of converlion.) For in effe@uall 
conviction, the minde.is not only bound to {ee the 
nifery lying upon it, but itis held bound : iris fuch 
it Sun lightasneyet can be quenched, though it may 
\peclouded. » When the Spiricof Chrift darts inany 
pene to fee fin, the foul wotild turn away from look« 
ling upon it, would not hear on that eare, Fe/#a like. 
WBucthe Spirit of ConviGion {ent to make thorough 
work on theheartsofallthe Ble&t , followes them, | 
meetsthemat every turn, forceth themto fee and 
\jtemember what they haye done, the leaft fin now is 
like amoath in the eye. itsever troubling, Thefe 
aftly dreadfull obje&s offin, death, wrath, being 
atefented by the Spirit nearunto the fout, fix the eye 
OR to 
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to ta(ten heres they that can caft off at their pleafur |) 
the renaermbrance and thoughts of fin & death, ne ik 
ver prove found, unull che I ord doth make them] 
{tay their thoughrs, and maute deeply on what they } 
have done, and whitherthey are going. And hence } 
the foul in lying down, rifing up, yes down and ri-}) 
{esup with perpexed thoughts, What will become} 
lof me2 The Lord fometines keen:sit waking in 
che nightfeafon, when others are afleep, and then} 
‘is haunted with thofe though, it cannot fleep 5} 
it looks back upon every day and week, Sabboch, } 
Sermon, Prayer, {peeches, and thinks allthis day, 
this week, &c. the goodneffe of the Lord and his! 
[patience to a wretch hath beene continued, bue my 
fins alfoare continued; J fin inall | doe, inall my} 
|prayers, inall chink, the fame heart remains feill) 

nothumbled, not yetchanged. capt Shah 

And hence you fhall oblerve, that word which: 
difcovered fin ac firlt coir, it never gees out of the: 
mind ; I chink faith the foul I fhall never forget fuchi 
a man nor fuch a truth, - Hence alfo if the foul grow! 
light and carelefle ac fome time, and cafts off the 
| thoughtsof thefe chingsthe Spiric returnsagain,and! 
talsa reafoning with the foul, Why ha{t thou done: 
this? what hurt hath the Lord done thee ? will 
there never be anend ? haftnot thou gone on long 
enough in thy leud couries againft God, but thap 
chow. fhouldft ftill adde unto the heap ?' haft chow 
notyyrath enough upon thee already ? how foone 
may the Lord ftop thy breath? and then thou knows 
eft thou hadft better never to have been born; was 
there ever any chat thus refifted grace; thar thusad. 
yentured uponthe {word point ? haft thou but on: 
trend, a patient, long-fuffering God, that hath let 
thy confcience without excufe long agoe , an 


therefoie Could haye cur thee off, and doft thor 
| t 
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thusforfake him, thusabufehim ? Thus the Spirit 
Hfollowes : and hence che foul comes to {ome mea- 
| ure of conteffion of fia . O Lord, J have done 
exceeding wickedly, 1 have beene worfe then the 
Hhorle thai rufhech incothe barrell, becaufe it {ees 
Hinordeath beforeit, but 1 have feene death before 
Hime inthefe wayes, and yet goon, and {till fin, and 
Hicannot but fin : Behold me, Lord, for am very 
vile. When chus the Spirit hachlet into the foule a 
Hicleare, reall, conftane light to fee fin and death, naw 
Wthere is a thorow conviction, die 
But you will fay, Ia what meafure doth the Spi- 
mtic Communicate thislight? . | 
i. I thallthereiore open the fourth particular, vex, 
i The mcalure of fpirituall conviction in ail the E- 
lect, vzz. So much conviction cf fin as may 
bring inand work compunction for fia, fo much 
dfight ot fim as may bring tn fenfe of fin, fo much is 
iipneceflary and no more. Every ‘one hath not the 
ifame meature of ccny:ction, yet all ihe Elect have 
ipend mutt haye fo much: for fo much conviction is 
yipneceflary as may ateaine the end of conyction. 
lf Now the fixes prorzmus, or next end of conyicti- 
vipon in che Elect is compuncétion or fenfe of fin; for 
dipwhac good can it doe unto thein,to fee fin, and not 
gipto be aff Cted wich it ? what greater merey doth 
du ihe Lord fhew to the Elect therein , then unto the 
il Dey Ilsand Reprebates who ftand convinced, and 
gi know they are wicked & condemned, but yet their 
wa hearts alrogether unaftested with any true remorfe 
witor fin ? Ae -€ eye faith Jeremy ,affetteth my heart. 
WThe Lord opens the ears of histo inftruétion , chat 
vk kemight hamble. Some think that there is no tho- 
fitow conviction, without fome affection, Idarenot 


iifay fo, nor will I now difpute whether there is not 
fomeching in the nature and effence of that.con- 
H 7 viction 
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| on in reprobates and devils; *tis fufheient now, and|/ 

that which teacheth the end of this queftion, to} 
know what meafure of conviction is pape [i 
1 conceive the clear difcerning of itis by the imme- | 
\fectsthehearcrrulywithfin, =... || 
| Burif you ask, What is chat fenfeef finne, and 
| what meafure of thisis neceflary ? thas | hall anf || 


\ 


| wer in thedo&trine of compunction, — a 
1 Let not thereforeany foul be difcouraged, and | 
|fy, Lwasnever yet convinced, becaufe1 have not) 
fel {uchacleare, reall, conftant lightco fee fin and 
death as others have done : confider thou, ifthe end) 
of conviction be attained, which isa sue fenfe and | 
feeling of fin, thou haft then that meafure which 
lismoftmeet forthee, more then which the Lord) 
Jregardsnotinany ef his; but youthat walk up 8) 
_|downwith convinced con{ciences, and know your!) 
| ftates are miferable and finfull, and that you perifh|| 
Jit you dye in tharcondition, and yet have no fenie | 
|nor feeling, noferrew nor affliction of Ipirit fay 
1 thofe evils, I cell thee the very devilsarein fome re-)| 
{pects nearerthe Kingdome of Ged then you ve, 
‘| who fee, & feel;and tremble ; wo, wo tothoufands| 
+) that live under conyicting Minifteries, whom hd 
\wordoftenhits, andthe Lord by the Spirit often 
| meets and they heat and know their fins are many, 
cheir eftates bad, and that iniquity will betheir ru- 
ine, ifthus they continue; yet all Gods light is with 
out heat, and itis bucthe fhining of icupon rocks, 
and cold ftones; they are frozen in their dregs 3 
beitknowato you, you have net one drop of that 
conviétion which begins falvation, Before I paffe 
frem thisto the fecond work af compunction, Ie 
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If the Spirit begias thus with conviction of fin, 


(Chrift, and begin wich their people heres bee fajth- 
full Witncflesunto Gods truth, and give warning 
to this fecure world, that the fentence of death is 
paft, and the curleof God lyes upon every man for 
theleaftfin; Left up thy vojce like a Trumpet was 
|the Lords word to 4{aéah; [[4.58,2. asdtelthem 
|| theer fin; Thofe Beeswe calldrones that haye loft 
their fting.. Whenthe falt of the earth (the Mini- 
‘| fers of Chrift; AZat.5.) have loft cheir actimony 
jand fharpnefle, or faltnetle, what zs it good for but 
|to be pa out ? ourhearers will pucrifie and cor 
|rupt by hearing fuch Doétrines onely, as never 
ffearch, When the Lord inflicted a grievous curfe 
_|upon the people, Ezek, 3,26, the Lord made Exe= 
kae/ dumb chat he fhould noc bea reprover te them, 

What wasthe lamentation of Jeremy? thy Pro- 
‘| phets have feen vain and fooli{h things Gs thee, @ 
have not difcoveredthine imiquity = how would 
you have the Lord Jefus by. his Spirit to convince 
men? muttit net be by hisword ? verily you keep 
the Spirit of Chrift from falling down uponthe pee 


i | ple by your word, Other doCtrinesare fweet and 
-|neceflary.; butthisis inthe firft place moft neceffa- 
-|rye, Beware ofperfonating, beware of bitterneffe 
‘] jand paffien, butoh convinee witha {pirit ef power 
_Jand compaffion; and he that fhall be in{trumenta 
junto Chrift in this or any other work for Chrifts 
fake, unto him the Lord will be the priacipall agenc, 
| & by him wilfattain hisown ends, finifh his great 
work, gather in his {cattered fheep,whoare in great 
| multitudes throughout the Kingdom {cattered from 
{hina ; ifencethey be throughly convinced that they 
fare atterly loft, and gone eut of the way, 

! May 


le if Ou refufe 8) ‘endeayour to convince the ecO=- | i 
pie, iy P 
Prey, Ee 


Ml {chen let allche Minifters of Chrift co-work with |. 
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1 May notthis alfo be fad reproof and terrour co |} 
‘| chem chat ftand ic out againgt all means of Convicti- }) 
ton, and willnot (ee thett fin, nor believe the fearfull | | 
wrath of Ged duc eothem for fin; neta man [caree | }) 
1 can be found, that will come to this conclufion; 1] }/ 
‘Yama fintull manand therefore Lamadead, [ama}} 
‘condemned:man ; but like wild beafts flye from | 
| their purfuers into their holes, and thickets, 8 dens, || 
their Gntull extenuations, excules, and apologies for }| 
fin, and for themfelyes, and ifthey be hunted thie })) 
ther,and found oucthere,then they refift, and article }} 
apaintt chat cruch which troubles them 5 They flat-|)\ 
ver themfelvesin their own eyes, wrtill thetr int-) 
| quities be found moft hateful, Many a man dil-4) 
{ikes the text, the ufe, e{pecially the long ufe wherein J. 
his fin is toucht, and hisconiciencetelt ; efpecial- | 
ly if ite his darling fin, his Herodtas , his Kem-}) 
won, elpeciallyy if withall he chinks that che Mini- | 
{ter means him, he will nec fee it nor conféffe it; e- 4) 
(pecially, if he apprehends he fhall lefe his honour, } | 
or his féver [brines and profit by it ; he wallnot See |) 
his fin, that hee may not be troubled in confcience || 
for his fin, chat fo he may not be forced to cenfeffe} 
and forlake his fin, and condemn himfelfe for it be- fi 
~ |fore God andmen. O Lord, 1 mourn that] can]} 
{carce meet witha man thateither cares tobe, or 
will be convinced ; buchath fomething alway to fay }\ 
tor himfelfe, cheir fins are not fo great, they are net | | 
fo bad, but hayefome good, and therefore haye fi 
forme hope ; and if God be mercifull, it isno great }} 
| matter though they be exceeding finfull, or fome }/ 
{uch thing ; their mouthesare not ftopped to fay nos |! 
ching for themfeives, burguilry. There is lefle con- |i 
| yiction inthe world in this age, then many area {\ 
{ware of. For I believe that allthe powers of hell }; 
confpire tegether co blinde mens eyes and darken |} 
: mengt | 


| 
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mens mindes inthis great work of Chrilt : Princi- 


pre obfta, itis policy co {top Chrift in his entrance, 
inthisfirft flroakuponchefoul; butoh! litcle doe 
youthink what youdoe herein, and what woe you 
refift che firit breathings of Chritts Spirit, when hee 


| the worft of thy condition, now when there is hope 


i bereby of comming cutof it; who mutt elie one 
jg Gay fee all thy fins én order before thee tothy cternal 


-anguifh and terrour ? Pfas5o,21, When the Lord 
fhall fay totheeasunto Dives, Remember in thy 


Il “fe time thom hadft thy good things, remember 
jj {uch time, fucha piace; tach afin ; which then you 


would notfee. But now thou {halt {ee what it isto 


WM &trikeaninfinice God. Rememberthou waft fore- 


warned ef wrath to come, but thou woulde{t nor 


if belseve thy felfaccurfed, that fo thou mighteit have 


‘a felt thy need of him that was made a curfe to blefle 


thee ; and therefore feel itnow + oh you will with 
thenthat you had known this evil #2 that your day, 
What doft thon talk of grace ? thou thinkeft chou 


halt grace, when as thou haft not the firft begin- 


ning, Nay; not the moft remote preparation for jt in 
this work of conviction;what fhould we do for {uch 
asthele, but with Jeremy, Jer. 13.17, /f jou wil 
not hear my foul (hall weep in fecret for yor pride? 
__ Ob be perfwaded therefore to remember yout 
fins paft, and to confider of your wayes now, All 


ii che prophanenefle of i heart, and lite, all the vani« 


ty ofthy youth, Ecclef.1t,9. ali your fecret fins, 
all your finnes againft light and fove, cheeks and 


J vowes; all chat time wherein thou didft nothing 
elle bac hive in fin ; thus Gods people haye done, E= 


ek, 6,9, thusgall the Elect thall doe; ohconfder 
the Lord remember Bs all,and that with grief of 


Mt | ou : Ff heart 


comesto faye thee ? what hurt willie bee to know | 


= is _ 


work a cesta ani £ doft thou {tile and |. 
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heart againtt thee, becaute thou forgertett them} |] 
Hof, 2,76 Hethat numbers thy haires,and tells the a 
fyarrows that fall numbers tnuch more thy finsthat | | 

fallfrom thee they arewritten down itrnis black | 
\ book. They:are no crifies, for he mindesnottoyes 5 a 
the books mutt bee opened ;” oh teekon now, yout — 
have get time to call chemtoominde, which it may} (|| 

be fall not continue long; it is the Lords com-} 
plainty fer. 85:6, ofa wicked generation; that he\ 
| chwldheare no mas fay, Whar have 1 done 2? Win-\ || 
| noacynar (elves, (asthe word is; Zeph,2. %«) Opec) | 
le not worthy ta be beloved. 1 prouounce unto you} | 
toni theeterdall God, that ere long the Lord:will | || 
{earch out feru{alem with candles, hee. will come | | 
witha fwerd in his handtofearch for all fecure fin- | 
nersincity &, countrey, unleffe you awaken; he will} || 
rake inquifition for blood, for oathes, for whore-| 
mongers, which grow common; for all fecret fins | 
we ate frozenup ins Oh bewilling, be but willing | 
that the zord fhould fearch you and convinceyou, } || 
wow inthisevening timeof the day, before the} 
night eome, wherein it wilbbe tao, late to fay, J 
with had confidered of my.wayes intime ; of 
all {innes; none can fo hardly ftand with upright. 
‘nefle,, as ¢-fecret unwillingnefle to fee and:be con- 
vinced of Gu, £oh,3.:20. 21%. The helps and means 

for attaining hereunto are theless | hs) a NR 

~ Bring thy foule to the light, defirethe Lord in |}, 
ptayeras Jeb did, Whatl fee not, O Lord, {hew },| 
pie, Job. 344 32, Set the glafle of GodsLawy be- }\/ 
| fore thee; looke up ince! Miniftery of che Word} 
unto the Lord, and fay ,O Lord fearch me + the Sun}, 
of this holy Word difcovers motes? on the Sab- | 
4varly day attend to all chat Which is fpoken, asi fpo- 
ken unto thee, then examine thy felfe when thoy || 
\/hatt: ieiture. When David faw (Pfalm 19) is \ 
p meme re,| 


ip? | The Sousa Beleever. 2 30 


pure the Lay was, hecryes out, Who knowes hus | 
eFTORIS 2 ae 
Look upen every conviction of thy con{cience 
forfin., as an arreft and warning given from the 
Lord himfelie ; for fometimesthe Word hits, and 
conicience ftarcles, and faith, This is my finne, my 
condition; yethow ufiallit isthen fora manto put 
a merry faceupon a foul con{cience 2 how oft doe 
‘men think thisis bur the word ofa man who hath 
| alacitude given him of reproying finin the Pulpit, 
_ J andwe mult give way to them therein 2 or elfe their 
{hearts rifeand {well againft the man and word al- 
|{03; and why is itchus? becaufe he thinks it is man 
fh | only thac{peakes; whereas did hee fee & belteye that 
ff | chiswas a ftroke,a warning an arreft, 2 check from 
§ | the omnipotent God, would he then grapple think 


§ | you withhim ? would it paffe lightly by him thene 
} | VVhen Eé heard Samuel denounced fad things 
a | again{t his houfe, Jt 2s the Lord faid Eli, 1 Samy 
4) 3-18. when Paul faw Jelus fpeaking, Why pers | 
‘| fecute/t thou me? Aits 9, he fallsdownattonifh- 
Ia ed, anddaresnotkick agatnft the pricks.any long- 
ii gers An arreft in the Kings name comes with 
(| authority, and awes the heartofthe man in debr. 
|. oe not judge of finne by any other rule, but 
| 2s God judgeth of ivaccording to the rule of the 
I) Word by which all mens ‘ywayes fhallbe Judged 


felf 


” 


zz 2 
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felf muftlic. Remember that an ax gry look, or} | 
wordis murder in Gcdsaccount; a wantoneye, an) 
urchaft thought is Adultery before a holy God; 
before whofe Tribunal! chou muft give am account 
of every vainthought and word, And thereforedo| | 
not judge of fin by the prefent pleafure, gaine, ho-| || 
nour, oreafe in it; forthisisatalfe rule: Afofes 


fo:fook the pleafures of fin for a feafon, Heb. 11.4} 


2§. Nor yet by not feeling any punifhment for it,} | 
for God seheries wrath, Nabw, %. 2. tilltche day| | 
of reckoning; Nor yet by the efteem that others} |] 
generally have of it, who make no more of wound-| | 
ing the Scn of God by finthenthey do ofcrufhing| | 
vermin under theirfeet : Nor yet by the practife 
of others; Every man fins, and therefore ] hope I| — 
Chall do as wellas others - Nor yet feeing thy felt} 
better, and thanking God thow art not as other} || 
men: it may be fo,thou didft never ftealnor whore, | — 
nor murther as yct ; thar is not the queftion, but haft | 
thou had any one vainthoughtin prayer ? haft thou | 
heard one Sermenunprofitably ? haft chou finned? | | 
then know God fpared not the Angels thacfinned,| |] 
Jandhow wilt thou efcape, unleffe the Lord dye for] 
thee? Nor yet laftly judge of itby thy own opini- } | 
on of God, iathinking God as like wnto thee, that | 
asthou makeft light of it,f he maketh leffe : Pfal. 
50.21. Oh cake heed of judging theevill of fin} | 
by any of thefe rules : Qh remember all men are} | 
apt to thinke of themfelyes better then they are 3] | 
Arewe alfoblird? {ay the Pharifees : take heed} | 
that by judging of finne by thete falfe rules, you de |_| 
ceive not your felyes, ae “rh 
Let this hflly, be aufe of thankfulneffe, co all} 
thofe whofe eyes the Lord hath openedto fee, and} | 
fo convincing you of your fins, When David was 
poing inthe heat of his Spiritto kill Nabal,and 42) | 


bagajl 


i The Sound Beleewer. 


bagail methimand ftopthim, what faid hee O4 
bleffed bethe Lord for thy counfel; {o when thou 
wert going oninthe heat and puriuie of thy fin, to- 
ward eternall death ; thac the Lord fhould now 
meet thee in thy way,and conyince thee of thy fol- 
ly,and fo top thee, what a world of fin elfe wouldft 
thou have committed, how vile would{t chou haye 
bin? Oh fay therefore, Blefled be that Minifter of 
the Lord; and blefled for eyer be the name of the 
Lord that gave me that counfell, Itis faid, Chrift 
will fead the C omforter to convince of finne ; isita 


{comfortable thing to.fee fin? yes, it fhall one day 
| be matter of unfpeakable comfort to you that ever 


you law fin; that ever he {hewed thee that myfte- 
ry of iniquity in thy Reart and life, thofe arcana 
tmaperti , thofe fecrets ofthe power anddominion of 
fGinoyer thee: Thoufhalt not hate, but reprovethy 


MW | brother. It the Lord fhould fecretly keepe ehy fia 


glowing in his owne bofomeagainft thee, and ne- 
ver reprove thee for'it, noreonvince thee of it; no 
greater figne of Geds eyerlafting hatred againi{t 
thee, Oh itis infinite love that he hath called thee 
afide and dealt plainly and fecretly with thee, and 


- 4 willyou not be thankfull for this ?: The Lord mighe 


have Icft thee in thy brutifh eftate, and never made 
known thy latter end; never have told thee cf tay 
firvor flood before itcomes, _ | 

Jemay be youwill fay, If I felc my fin,and were 


deeply humbled for it, 1 could then be thankfull 


chat ever I faw it whatisitto fee fin? 
- Thisisa favour the Lord fhewes not to all man- 
kind, many hayeno meanes tobring them to the 


knowledge of it, and thofé that have,yetare {mitten | 


witha deep fleep under thofe means that they know 


‘Tnot when dearbisattheirdoores , not what finne 


means 5& this it may “a isthe condition of Lome nt 
: ; thy 


32 


rt Sam, 
25-32, 
33> 


Joh, 16. 
7- 


Levit.’ 
19,1 7e 


= 
ner 


sn See a 


PETE AT hag Sale SE LO a RR 8 A IS 


Se oe 


ee 


Ss 


{ 
a 
iit 
if 


z ey . 


- The Sound Beleever- 


chy poor friends and acquaintance, that thinke. it 


ftrange thacthou runneft not with them: in the fame | 


_| way'asthey doe, : : ee 

| Suppofe fome Reprobates doe fee fin, yet the] 
Lord putsa fecret vertue in that work of conyistion 
jupen thee, which makesthee cry to heaven for a 
| Spirit ot brokennefle for fin; which without this 


| faht of fin, thou wouldit never fo much as hayede- | 


fired ; and this they haye nor. . . 
However , Conviétion is a work of the Spirit, 
though it fhould be but common; and wilt not 
chow be thankfull for common mercy, fuppofe it be 


outward @ how much more for this tharis fpiricual, 
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thoughit fhould be common ? elpecially confder-| || 


ing tharit isthe firft fundamentall work of the Spi- 


tit, andis{eminally all, Senfe of fin begins here,and | 


. 


atifeth hence ; ag ignorance of fin is feminally all 


fin: Remember that thedifcoyery of Fazx inthe} || 
Vault, wasthe prefervation of Exgland; weuteto| | 
remember theday and houre of the beginning of} || 
fume greatand notabledeliverance ; Oh remetm= | || 
ber this time wherein the love of Chrift firft brake] | 
out in convincing thee of thy fin,who elfe had{t cer- | || 
tainly perifhed init: Andthus mach of this firft | | 


) 


work of Conyiétion; now the fecond followes, | || 


Compunction. 


nies lw BHO eh eoaaads 
The fecond AEL of Chrifts power ,in working || 


C ompuntt ton or fenfe of fr 


| “eer pricking atebeheart, or fenfe | 
\_yand feeling of fin, isdifferent from convicti- || 


ion of fins the lateer is che work ofthe underftand- 
ing, aud feared iin that prineipally; the other 1s 1n 


the affections and-will,and feated therein Binns i 
ly: amanmay hayefight of fie pene ft | 
| aie enfe} 
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ams of it, Dan, Se Ble wath 20. 2 I. Lames 1.24, eo 


Rom.2,20,21, Yet that conviction which the Spi-, 
ric works in the Elect is ever accompanied with 


| compunction, firft or laft, Forrhe better unfolding 
| this point, lecme open thele four things to. you, 


4, That compunction or fenfe of fin.immedi- 
ately followes conviction of {inne in the day of 
| Chrifts power. 2. The neceflity of this work to 
fucceedtheother. 3° Whereinitconfifts,, 
4, The meafure of itinall the Ele, ~ : 
That eompunction fellowes conviclion, isevident 
from Scripture and Reafon, tls 2. 37. When) 
they heard this, thatis, when they faw and were 


Life , which they did not imagine to be a fin be- 
fore, what followes next? it 1s faid, They were 
pricked at the heart, Lo, here is Cceompun ction, £- 
| frau alto in turning unto God, Jer. 31.19. hath 
| thefe words, After that L was infirutted, L [mote 


spon my thigh; (as menin great calamity belalien 
}them ufe to doe) lwas alhamed, even confowiaed, 
\ becanfe 1 did bearthe reproach of m) youth, The 
menot Nineveh hearing by the P ropherthey were 


: 


God, (inthe work of conyiction) andthen they fell 
to fack-cloth ana apes (inthe work of com puncti- 
on) which did immediately fallow, Jola, 2 Chr. 
34. 27. ibis renewed return unto God, after. hee 
heard the words of the Law, his heart mel ted, ava 
he wept before the Lord, For whatis the end of con- 
| viStion? is it no Compunction ? for if the Lord 
fhouldleca man fee hisfin, and death for fin, .and 
yet fufferthe hearttoremain hard and unafteCctcd, 
the Lord did. bur leave him without excule; nays 
the Lord fheuld butleave himunder great iniferys 


&underamarefearfull judgement, 77%, foraman 
C to 


convinced of their finne in crucitying the Lord of | | 


I, 


alltodie within forty.dayes, ic is {aid, they beleeved Tonah, 3; | 
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co fee and know his fin, and yet unaffected wich it, | }/ 
and hardned under it, hardnefs of heart isoneof the | || 
greatelt judgements :to {ee fir and not to be affect- } |) 

| edwith it, argues greater hardnefle, For itis no | }| 
| wonder if they that fee not and know not fin, fe} 4) 
main fenfeleffe of fin; alas ! they know not what | }/ 
they doe; but for a man tobe enlightaed, and fee} || 
hisfin, and yet unaffected : Lord, how great is this} | 
{ hardneffe, and how unex cufable will fuch a manbe| || 
left before God, when the Lord fhallrecken with i : 
him for his hardneffe of heart! Whatistheend of} 
chat fight the Lord lets into the underftanding in | _ | 
ther things ? is it not thatthereby the heart might ‘ 
be afte ted throughly with ic ?- Why doth the Lord} | 
let in the light of the knowledge of Chrift and of his >| 
will? Is ic that this knowledge fhould like froth | 
Hoatin the underftanding,and beimprifonedthere? | | 
No verily, but chat the heart might be throughly | | 
and deeply affected therewith, And doe you think | 


the Lord will in the light of conviction imprifon it} 
up in the minde? is therenot a further end that by | | 
this light the heart might be deeply affected with) | 
fin? if any fay that the end of conviétion is to 
drive the foul to Chrift, I grant that is the remote 
and laft end of it, but the next end is compunction. | | 
For if the underitanding be convinced of mifery, | | 
and the heart remain hard, the minde may fee ine 
deed that righteoufneffe and life only is to be had in j | 
Chrift; yet the heart remaining hard, the willand || 
affections will never ftir coward Chrift, its impo-|/ 
(fible a hard heart rernaining fuch wholly unaffeét- | 
cd with finor mifery, fhould be truly affeted with} 
JefusChrift; but of shismore hereafters = =} 
" What necefiity is chere-of this compunction, to} 
fucceed conviction. 1 fpeake now of neceffity in | 
way ofordinary difpenfation, notof Gods i | 

and | 
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and extraordinary way of working, where heufeth 
neither Law nor Goipel (as ordinarily he doth ) to 


work by. Many have been nibling lately atthis do- | 


etrine,anddemanded, Whatneed isthere of for- 
row and compun¢tion of heart ? A man may be 
converted only by the Gofpel, and Ged may lec in 
(weetueffe and joy without any fenfe of fin or mi- 
fery, and.in my experience I have found it fo; e- 
thers godly and gracious alfo feel ic fo 5 why there- 


| fore do any preffe fuch a neceffity of comming ia 


by this backdoor unto Chrift ? This pointI.con- 
ceiveis very Weighty,and muchdanger in denying 


My {che truth of its) yet wichall, there needs muchten- 
|derneffe in handling of it, left any fumble ;. and 
|therefore before ] lay downthe reafons to fhew the 


nicceffity of it: give me leaveto propound thele rules 
both for the cleering of the point, & an{wering fun- 


‘| dry objections ulually abaut this point. 


Inthis werk of compun¢tion, donot think that 
the Lord hath not wrought any true fente of fin, 
becaufe you finde it not in fuch a meafure as you 


imagine you fhould defire to have, and that others | 


feel; fenfeof fin admits degrees, Indoudt not but 


| Fofephs brethren were humbled, yer Jofeps,mutt 


be more, he nauft be caftinto the ditch, and intothe 
prifon, & the irex muf? exter not only into his legs, 
burintohis foul, Pfal,105.18. He muft be more 
afflicted in {pirit, becaule he was to doegreater 


| work for God, and was to be raifed up bigher then 
|| the reft, & therefore did need the more baila{t; forme 
are educated more civilly then others, and chereby 
{have contracted lefle guile and Mtoucnefle of heart a- 


gain{t God and his wayes, thereiore thee have not 


|duch canfe of trouble; and being lefle rugged, have 
Hefle need ofaxes to hew therm  foime tnenslorrow 


breaks in uponthern more fuddenly, like {torms 
” y; f 
anc 


allem 
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( 
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t 
\ 


1 King. 4,316 

angie He {pe 

keepe it ever low, 

meafure. Somefen 

all hee faves, but n 

gives necalway unto his,that 
(itsgood I confefle to be deep 
led) but that which is fit, an 
thee, * 


many that. 

“were never hu 

could tell che cme when it wa 

been & many times they have 

others fpectacles, and bleft God for it. "Whenthey | 
in €fay, 63.7. complained, Lord why halt thor \ 
havdnedour hearts fromthy feare; do you thinke | 
chere wasno foftnefle,norfenfiblenes indeed ? Yes | 
verily, butthey felt nothing, buta hard heart, nay," 
fich hardneffeas if the Lord had plagued them with » 
it by his own immediate hand,ée not bornand bred 


iy caufe you may the better-underitand the meaning 
ljon, You may hear them fay, the fouldoth this, and 


§ very one doe not fothink inthe fame indiyiduall cir- 
N cumnftances, and therefore are to beunderftood as 
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withthem only,.as with other men. Many a foule ay 
may think the Lord hath left it, nay,fimiccen ic with ae 
hard heart, and fomake his moané of it, yet the i 
‘Lord hath wrought reall foftneffe, under felfhard=. ? a 
nefle, as many times in Reprobates there is felt foft- . 
neffe, whenwithin there isreall hardnefle, The fto- 

ny-gtound-hearerswere plowed and broken ‘onthe | 

top, but were {tony atthe bottom. Somemenmay | 
bewounded outwardly & mortally, this may eafi- 
ly bedifcerned, The Lord may wound others and 
they may bleed out’; their forrow is more in- 
wwardly and fecret, and therefore cannot point with 
rheit finger to thewound 2s others can, 

_ Doenotthink the Lord works compun@ion in 
all che Blectin the fame-circumftantiall work of the 
Spirit, butonly in the fame fubftantial] work : che 
Lord works a true fenfe of fin for fubftance & truth 
of ic, yet there are many circum ftantiall works, like 
fo many inlargements andcommenrs upon.one and 
the fame Text. Ex. gratié, The fame fin that}. 
affects ‘Paul, it may be doth not affect Lydéx or 
eA pollos. Thefamenotions for the aggravation of 
finas one; doe, nor come inro the mindeof the o- 
ther; chefame complaints, and prayers, and turn- 
ings.of {pirit inthe.one, may mot be inthe fame:cir- 
cumftances, and with the like aftects asin the other, 
and yetboth of them feel fin, and thercfore com- 
plain; they both feel fin, yet by means of yatious 
apprehenfionsand agegravations- This I {peak, be- 


3. Rule. 


of Godsfervants in openingthe workof humiliati- 


thinksthat, and {peaks another thing; it may be c 


producing only ekemplum ez ve fimsili; fomething 
; t, 
+ ant ©) 11K 
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1 like this or for the fubflance of this is here |! 
yirotight, ke le oni | 
In this worke of corapundion we muft || 

aot bring rules unto men, bur men co |! 

rules; Crook nat Gods rules. to the 
experience of Men, ( which is fallible , /’ 
and msny times corrupt ) but bring | 
men unto the rule, and wy mens eftates |i 
herein by thar : For many will fay, Some /' 
men are not humbled at all, never had }) 
any ptecident forrow for finne, Geds || 
mercy onely hath melted their hearts, | 
and expetience proves chis, and many finde 
this, who are fincere and gracious Chri-! 
fians, < mee |) 
I anfwer, | a 4 
Wee are not in this er any other) 
point to bee guided by the experience of | 
men onely , but atrend the rule 3 if it! 
bee proved that according unto the rule} 

‘men muft be broken end affected with! 

their finne and mifery before mera 
cy can bee traly apprehended or Chrifti 
accepted; What tell you me of fuch or) 
fuch men ? let the sule fiand , bue let) 
men ftand or fall according to the rule: 
many afe accounted gracious and godly! 
for a time , much affected with mercy’ 
and Chrift Jefus 5 yet afterward fall or! 
wizen into nothing, and prove very a | 


Ce at eee eS een 


ft 


it | 


k 


ad 
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What is the reafon? 


wound and forrow for fin was not right, 
as hereafter fhall be. made good ; many 
thoufands ere miferably deceived about 
their eftates, by this one thing, of crook- 
ing and wrefting Gods rules co Chrifti- 
ans experience ; let all Gods fervants 
‘tremble and be wary here ; wrack not 
the holy Scriptures , nor force them to 


il {peake as chow feeleft, but. ery all things 
by them, t Thef5.21. 
] © Dee not make the examples of con- 


verted perfons in Seripcure patterns in all 
things of perfons wnconyerted : doe noe 
make Gods worke uponthe one, run par 
rallel with Gods worke upon the other. 
Some fay , that many in Scripture 
are converted to Chrift without eny 
forrow for finne , and produce the ex- 
amples of Lydsa, whofe heart God {weet- 
ly opened to receive Chrift ; and the 
'Eunuch , A@s 8. converted in the fame 
_ manner. — 
I anfwer, 


ll) -Thefe are examples of perfons conver- 


ted to God before, who did believe inthe 
| Meffiah, buc did’ not know thacthis Ie- 
{us was the Meftah, which they foone did 
when the Lord {ent the means to reveale 
| Chrift; and therefore Lydia,a lewih pro- 
i felyre 


‘ Trmely the caule was here, their fir 


i 


5. Rule, 


# we 


1 6, Rule, 


iy ve isealled a worthipper of God, All.1 6.14 and 


* 


dition was the Centurion, Aéés to. 2, he 
God,es whole prayersrvere aacerted, vet.4. ( 
cannot be without faith) yet didn Ww 
Jefus crucifyed wasthe Meffiah, untill Peter ce 


row for fin, at thistime 5 doth fouow 
they never had any when the Lord at firft wrought} 


led, firto fhew forth Gods work in perfons uncons| 
verted 2? in fomethings indeed they are exalipies 
in others not fo’: their examplesof beleeving in’ 


\ yet opened nother heart to lament her fin and mi-" 


N 


withouc Chrift 


can any think that ‘Pazd,or am A poftle,everpreach-’ 
ed Chrift without preaching the need men -had ot! 


without Chrift @ and do youthink that Lyasa was, 
not made to attend unto this? doe you think that, 
when PAyllip came to open the 5 3. of Efay tothe 
Bunuch, that (bré/é was bruifed for our iniquities 5 
chat heedidnot let him underftand the infinite evil, 


converting grace, d nolo 
row for fin, becaufe’it is nor diftinctly and ex. 


r 
i 


| 

owasthe Eunuch, Act, 8.27. 8 inthe fame.con- || 

feared }} 

which, |] 

yet didnot know that ht | 
ot 


unto him.’ Sa thatfappofe here was no fence of Lor! 
doth it therefore follow |4 


uponthem ? are thefe examples in perfons convert-|} 


ai) 


Chrift are not in that aét:examples of forrow tor!| 


wantof Chrift, And yet let me adde, tolay that | 
“| God opened Lj'dia’s heart to believe mn Chrift,and’ 
jety in her eftate without Chrift (fhppofe fhe were’ 
hrift) is more then can be proved from! 
lthe Fext; “fords faid, Her heartwas opened to at-" 
| tend into the things that were (poken by Pal : 8 


him? and could any preach their necd of Chrilt,’ 
without preaching mens. undone and fintull eftace, 


| 


i 


of-fin and mijfery. of all finners, and of hinnin {pes 
ciall, unlefle the Lordy efus was bruifed for him. 
~ In examples. recorded. in the Sexipture of Godt! 
doe not thinke they had no for.) 


prefly fer déwninallplaces - forthe Scripture | | 
nad be . alls 


i 
i} 
| 
| 


| 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 


) } 


i 


8 
f 


i" 
4 


| and effegtuallwork; when, the Spirit thus comes, 


Nl, The terrours, and feares, and fenfe of finne and 


| turn mourning into jay, aswellas after mourning 


| 
! 
| 


‘one were converted to the faith, fowerethe other, 
Paul, he was a perfecutor, butthe Lord received 
I him to mercy, andthat Gods grace was abundant | 
im faith andlove: doth ithence follow that Paz | 
Jf we look upon Aéts 9, we fhall {ee it otherwile. 
ings of the Spirit upon the foules of any to be the 


for aman may have fome inward and yet common 
_knowledge-ot ithe Gofpell and Chrift im it, before 
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ally fetsdowne matters yery. briefly; it oftentimes ; 


fuppofeth many things, and refersus to judge of 


feme by other places; as e-4¢t, 6.7.1 isfaid, AZa- | 
ny of the Pricfis were obedient to the faith; doth 
it therefore follow that they did immediately bee 


lieve without any fence of fin? Looketo a fuller 
example, eéts 2. and then wee may fee, as the 


haying a -hand inthe fame fin, 4 T#7. 1.13.14. 


had nocaftings down,becaufe not mentioned here? 
, Doe nor judge of generall and common work- 


beginnings of eftectuall and {peciall conyerfion; 


there be afhy forrow for fin; yet it doth not hence 
follow that the Lord begins not with com pun¢tion 
and forrow, becaufe common work is not f{peciall 
he firft begins here, as we fhall prove. 
death, be in themfelves afflictions of foul, and of 
them(elves drive from Chrift; yet in the hand of 
Chrift, by the power of the Spirit, they are made to 
lead, or rather driye unto Chrift, which is able co 


to give joy; and therefore’tis a vain thing to think 
there 1s1no need of {uch forroweswhich drive from 
Chrift.; and that Chrift can worke well enough 
therefore without them; when as by the mighty 


i) power and riches of mercy in Chrift, the Lord by 
| wounding, nay, killing bisof alltheit carnal fecu- 


rity. 


7. Rule, 


4I 


8, Reale. 


Joh, 16,} 


20, 


~ the Sound Beleewer , 


Hol.6, ;rity and felfe-confidence, faves all his alive; and] |} 
1.263. | drivesther tofeckforlifeintheSon. | 
Thete things thus premifed, letus now hear of the} || 

Reali. neccffity of this work tofucceed convi@tion, I 
pee Efe afinner will never part with his fin; 2 bare}}) 

conviction of fin deth but light the candle to {ee} 

fin; compunétion burns his fingers, and that only|}; 

makes him dread the fire, C leanfé your hearts yee | 

frsners; andpurifie Jour hearts ye double minded\\) 

men, (laiththe Apottle Fames, Chap. 4.3.) But], 

how fhould this bedone? He anfwers, ver. 9. Bey} 

affitted, aud mourn, and weep, turnyour laseghter | 
i.tomourning : So Joel 2,12. Lhe Prophet calls}, 
upon his hearers to turtie from their fin unto the}y 
Lord; but how ? Read your hearts, and mot Jour |, 
garments. Not that they were able to doe this, but}; 
by what forrow he requites of allin generall ; hee} 
thereby effe Gtually works in the heartsof all the E- |i 
jeétin particular; for every man naturally takes) 
pleafure, nay all his delight and pleafure is in noth |) 
ing elle butfin, for Ged hee hath.none, but that, | 
Now fo long as he takes’ pleafure infin, and findes |) 
\.contentrnent by fin, he cannot bux cleave infepate 
ably toit? a‘tisfweet, and it only is (weet; fers 
todong the fou] is dead in fin, Pleafurein frnne is) 
death in finne, 1 1im.§. 6 Solong as tig dead | 
in fin, ic isimpoffable it fhould part with fin; no 
more then a dead man can breake the bonds oly 
death; And therefore it undeniable followes, that) 
che Lotd mult firft put gall and wermwood to) 
thefe dugs, before the foul willceafe fucking, 9! 
be weaned from thein; the Lord mutt firft make; 
fin bitter, before it will pare with ic; load it with) 
fin, before it will fitdowne and defire eafe ? Ant) 
‘Tlook as che pleafure in fin isexceeding fweet to ¢ 
|finner, {othe forrowforit mult be exceeding bit 
: ~" ten | 


] | 
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‘ter, before the foul will part ftom it. 
- *Tiserue; I confeffea man fometimesnay part 
with fi withouc forrow ; the unclean !pirit may go 
‘out for atime, before he is taken, bound and flaine 
by the power of Chrift, Butfucha kinde of past- 
Bi} itig is batthe wafhing of the cup, “cis unfafe and un- 
found, and the end of fucha-Chriftian will be mife- 
rable ;’ fora manto hear of his fin, andthentro fay, 
Tle doe no more fo, withcut any fenfe or forrovs for | 
it, would not haye been approved by Paud, if hee 
Wihad leen no more inthe carelefle Corinthians, in to- 
Hlerating the inceftuous perfon ; but their torrow 
| pouenechie repentance.:No, the Lordabhors fuch 
whornih wiping the lips; and thereforethe fame A+ 
ji) poftle; when hee reproves them for not feparating 
Withe finner;and fo the fin from them,he fummesit up 
Wiinone word, You have not mourned, that {uch a 
cre might be take from jou: becaute then fin is{c- 
i vered truly fromthe foul, when forrow or fhame, 
| NSmnefenfoand feeling of the evillof ic, begins it. 
Not only fins oppofiteto God, bur whenthe Lord 
iW Telus firft comes near his Elect in their finfulleftate, 
i they are then cnemies themfelyes by finunto God. 
i And hence.it 1s they will never part with their wea- 
Wi pons, “untill themf{elyes be throughly wounded 3 
i and therefore the Lord muft wound their con{ei- 
i" 


enicesmindes and hearts, before they will caft chem 
by. Now if there be no parting with; no feparati- 
‘opfrom fin, but fin is as (trong, and the finner as 
i \vile‘as'eyer before, hath Chrift (who now comes 
tito faye his Elect from finne ) the end of his work ? 
Kiiwhat isthe man the better for conviction, affection 
ito Chrift; name what you can, that remains ftill in 
| his fins ? VVhen the Apoftle would fumme up 
| 


ih 
0 


Mall thernifery of men, hee doth it in thole words, 
\Yee are'yet in your finns : So I fay, thouaytcon-| 1.Cor. 
! D. victed! 15.17. 


a ee 


i 
4] 


tl 


4 
{ 


wisted , burait yee in thy fin 3 art affeéted with) © |) 
'Chnift ‘andtakeft holdof Chritt, but art yet in thy} 4 
Han ¢ ddethat confi ffethand forfaket h hes fin,[oal| 
| hyde Wheveyas 20S LOHR) Bh IN 0 ae eae 
 Youwallfay, May nor the fweetnefle of Chrilt] ) 
inthe Gofpel, and fenfe of mercy, leparate from] || 
fn, withoutany compunction? 9 ee wok 
| 2} anfveer, 1. Senleof mercy and Chrifts {weet-} 
 nefle(Iconceive) ferve principally to draw the foul} || 
unto Chiitt, Jere 320g Wath loving kindueffe\ 
have drawn thee. But compunction or fente of} }) 
Gu principally ferves inthe handof Chrift, to turn 
the foul from fin. Averfion from fin ts diftinct frer, 
and in order goes before ourconve rfion unto God. 
| 2, Senfe of the fweetnefle of, Gods grace 1 
| eas keeps out fin, but itdoth notthruft out fin 
3.) Chrift cannot beeffectually fwects unleffe fin} | 
be firft made bitter:5- there may be fome generall] 
‘notice of Chrifis excellency, and fome thirty preces 
eiven for him 5 fomeeltecm of hisgrace,and hopé 
of his mercy, which may occafion ferrows; but 1) 
| dare not fay , thac this as any. (round, orthorow 
| work, till after forrow, Efays 59+ 4- ‘Chrift bat 
\ the tongue of the learned given him to fyeake 4), 
| wordin fey : Unto whom ? Itisadded, yntothe | 
weary, Lhey.arethe men that will prizemercy,an@ | 
_ | they only to parpofe; they that have felt the bitcer= |, 
| nefle of fin and wrath finde it exceeding hard:ro } | 
prize Chrift, and to talte his (weetneffe ; how {hall}, 
they doitindeed that find none at all 2 Sweernefie | , 
before fenfe of fin, islike Cordials before purging of | ) 
afoul ffomach  whichufuaily ftrengchen the hue} 
mour,bucrecover motthe man, A 
Becaule without this, no man willeihercare for]; 
Chrift, or feela need of Chrift; aman amay fee a}, 
ne . wan 


|| want of Chrift by the power of convigtion, but he 


ae 
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| will neyer feela need ot Chrift, bur by the {pirit.of 


compunction. The whele need not the Phyfitian, Mato, ’ 
but they that are fick, Awhok man may fee his;12..0 
| want ofa Phyfitian, buta fick man onely feels his 


need of him, will prize him, fend for him. By the 


|whele you are not to underftand fuchas have no 
| need indeed of Chrift (for what finney but hath 
need of him 2) butfuchas feel no need of him +.as| 
by fick cannot be meant {uchas are finfull and mi-|° 


ferable,for then Chrift fhauld come actually to fave 
allmen; butshofethat did feelthemfelves{o, asa 


)) fiek man thar feels his fickneffe; thefe only. are. the 
| menthatfeela need and neceflity of Chrift;. thefe 


only will come to Chrift,and be glad of Chrift,and 


| be truly chankfull for their recovery of Chrift, And 
\ hence arifeth the great finof the world in defpiling 
\ the Gofpel, notar all affected with the glad tydings 


of it, becaute they arenot affected with their finne 
and mifery; orif rhey be afteéted but in part with 


‘| the Gofpel, it isbecaufe they are not throughly, af- 
fected with their mifery- before. | et 

}| Andhence itis, that when the Lord called his |: 
| peopletohim, yetthey would xot come to hin, be- 

| caufe they were Lords, and well enough without) 4. 


him, Why did not they come tothe Supper, being | 


Jinvited 2 it was becaufe they had farms, and oxex, 


and wives to attend unto; they felt no need of com: 


Jing, asthe poor,lame, blind,and halt did. The Pro- 
| digall cares not for father nor fathers houfe,untill he} 
| domesco fee, Here J die, Icistrue, the grace of the 
1 | Gofpel drawesmen unto Chrift ; buticis very ob- 

‘| fervable, that the Gofpel reveales no grace, bur with 
| refpeA and in reference unto finuers,and men in ex- 
| tream mifery ; the Gofpel faithnot that Chrilt is 


come tofave, bur to fave finuers,& to fave bis peo- 
Sat ah 4a ¢ 


r 2, | 


‘Luk.14. 
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So eae 


| nitent and bard-heatee but tuchas: 
[and feeP chem felves faich, and” lament under i :) 
i» | ‘now God the Father fenthim only unto fich 3 -he is}: 


pret: 
cy nnasalinaoeatttiy pmvvamiannens iin 
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ple fromtheir fins, Tereveales not this, 

jifies men, burke jr/ftifies the wzgoaly s ttrevea 
not this; that C Lift dyed for ws, but thacke dyed for 
them thet were weake, for linners, for enemies. 
| And if fo, can any man imagine thar this news will} || 
be fweer; unicfle men. fee and feel the infinice mile | || 
ry of fin, andthe fruits ofit 2 will not mien fay of 
think, What great matter is there in that 2 Suppofe | 
we befinners and enemies,yet we are Well énough; | | 
before Chrift: comes'a mans life lyes iv hisfinne, | | 
Now fuppofe any fhould proclaimeto a company 


{of men the great favauir of thei: Prince coward thent, | | 
{tharhe is fucha gracious Prince , as willtakeaway | | 
fall their lives; willthis be glad’ tidings? Gofpell | | 


‘Grace cannorbe fet out. much lefte felt, butin refe- 
retsce to fin and mifery, which mutt be firfttelt, be- 


|fore it can bee fiveet. Becatte-Chrift will never! | 


come’ bit onely unto fichas feeltheit mifery; for| | 
you willfay, A man may come to Chrift without] | 
it?’ [fay‘again, if-hedoth (as hee hath many fol- 
lowers) yet Chrift will not come to him, nor com- 


michintelfe ro han} J came xbt to callthe righ- 
Tee erat se e AP COP Easy 
\teckes bit [inners to repentance ; in which place note 


thar'as by the rivhtecis is not meant fach'as are 
‘fingerely fo, butduch as think and finde themlelyes| | 
fo; fo by fmnerssis tot meantall manner‘ot tmpe-|.| 
| dbard-heatted inners, but fuch as thinke | 


fencnortd heal the hard-hearted, ‘bue'rhebroken- | | 
heartéd; indeed hee is fentto makemen broken- | | 


‘hearted, who have ‘bard hearts; ‘but he is not fentto] , 
| healtherm tntill'thens the Lord leaves the ninety 


nine thar needs tio repentance to’ wilder farever |. 


| the one loft fheep, who feels it felf fo,and feelsa need | E 
| ofa’Savjour to come and findeit out} “who cannot | | 


come! 
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_ |unto,and unto him only, leaving allthe ninety nine. 
_ |of mans fallinto fin,and the publifhing of the Law| 


Juntofinand mifery; why did the Lord fuffer the 
_|fallot'man? what washisgteat plot init? itisap- 


_ | greater manife{tation of Gods grace in Chrilt. The 


_|woman might have the glory of recovering fome? 
_| [bis was Gods laftend : Ihe perdition of fome 
| Cofthsmfelves ) being but fubordinare unto this, 
| Kom, 9. 22,23, Surely Adam might, have glori- 
_ | fied grace if hee had flood, and God had revealed 


|) Jently advanced to its higheit dignity by this, and: 


|], |ancxtream depzh of mifery : Now confider mans 
|) | fall in icfelf cannot be a meane of glorifying grace, 


| {the Lord attaine his end then hereby ? tly if rhe 
|) | Lord let men fee and feeltheir falland milery by ic, 
|) |jnow grace offered will be accepted and glorifyed, 


|) \fin, and make it exceeding finfull; and.death for 
[fins that this. end might be attained, Gal. 3. 23. 
jl) | And theredore feeling of fin,& death and milery be- 
|) \ing the means, muft precede the other asthe end ; 
_ jand therefore as grace may be {een by conviction of 
|mifery, fothe fweetnefle of it only can be felt by 
 ftecling mifery in this work of compunction, 


) (and wherein doth icconfift 2 
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come and find out him; the Lord Jefus will come 


This may laflly appeare by corfidecing. the end 


toreveale fing aadof the Gofpell alfo inreference 


parent this, thacthereby way might be nade for the 


| Serpent poyfons all mankind, chat.chefeed of the 


his grace in preferving him (made mutable) from 
fall, Buc the Lord faw grace fhould not be fuffici- 
therefore fuffers him aétually to fall, and:that into 


but rather obfcures all the glory of God ; how thal! 


And therefore «he Lord fends the Law to reveale 


But you will fay, What is this Compunction, 


|\ Thisisthe third partigu'ar to be opened sin gene-| Anfir 
Neate D 3 ral, | 


The Sound Beleever: Al 
- “rallitis, whereby the foul is affected with fin, and} 
| made fenfible of fin; but more particularly, com- | | 
punction is nothing elfe bura pricking of the heart, | | 
or the wounding of the foul with {uch feare and for- } | 
row for finand mifery , asfeversthe foul from fin, | |) 
and from going ontoward itseternall mifery: So | | 
{ tharirconfilts inthtee chings. ; ie | 
1, Feare. a Ta 
2. Sorrow. 

/3,Separation from fin, 
TheLord Jefus when he comes to refcue his E- |" 
leét, look as Satan held them in their mifery ; Firit] ° 
by blinding their eyes from fecing of it; Secondly, } ’ 
| by hardning their hearts from feeling of it ¢ So the 
Lord Jefus haying cut alunder the firft cord of Sa-| 
tan by conviction, breakes afunder the feeand by | | 
compun¢tion, and caufing the foul to feel and be af-|' 
fected with its mifery; and asthe whole foulis un- || 
afitéted before hecoines, fo hee makesthe whole | | 
foul fenfible when he comes, and therefore hee fills | | 
| che con{cience with feare,and the heart with forrow | 
| and motrning, fo as nov the will of fin is broken, | | 
| which washardned before thefe feares and forrows |" 
feizcduponit, Let me openthefe particularly that) 
you may taft andtry the truth of what now I deli- 


ver. 

| fay the Lord Chrift in this work of compuncti- | 
on letsinto the heart of afecure finnera marvellous | | 
fear and terrour of the direfull difpleafure of God, 

1 of death, and hell, the puniffament of fin: O belo- |) 
ved, look upon moft men at this day,this s the great |) 
mifery lyinguponthem,they do not fear the wrath 
tocome, they feare not death nor damning, even} 

then when they hear-and know it is their portion] 
but their hearts are fectofin, Eeclef. 8.1%. 

| The Lord Chrift therefore letsin this feare, that |’ 


look |) 


| look ast 
\naanites, Exod, 23.27.28, Hee fent hi hornets 
before kim, which werecertain feares, which made 
their hearts faint in the day of battell, and by this 
fubdued them; fo the Lora Chrift when,he comes} 
)to conquer. a poor finner that hathlongrefilted him, 
jand would goe onto his own perdition, lets in thefe 
tears,that the foul {hrinks tn with the thoughts of its 
weoctull eftate, and cryes outifecretly , Lord what} 


tremblesaftonifhed at his mifery and wickednefle, 


cruelagain{t Panl,barwhenthe Lord Iefus comes 
to refcue him from this condition, you fhallice him 
trembling, The Lord had Jet in that feare,that now 


‘| be is content to doe any thing tobe fayed from the 


| danger he faw, he was now in; when a man fers 
| danger and great danger near and imminent, ROW 
man naturally fearsic: before Soha come,the foul 
may fee its miféry, bur it apprehends it far off, and 


when the Lord: Jefus comes , hee prefents a mans 
danger, death, wrath, and eternity near unto bim, 
\and hence hath no hopeto efcapeit, a5 NOW he is, 
-|and therefore doth fear ; and @eing the mifery ¢x- 
|.ceeding great, he bath anexceeding great (though 
oft-timesdeep) fear of it; as men near death and 
apprehending it fo, beginthen to be troubled, and 
cry out whenitistoo late, The Lord Jefus deales 
-|more mercifully with the Elect, and brings death 
land eternity neare them before they draw neare to 
it; whiles itis called today : the poor Jaylor be- 
gan to think of killing himfelf when fears were up- 
onhim, and{omany under this ftroak of Chrift, 
Ihave the famethoughts, becaufe they fee no hope 5 
butthis meafure is not inall, this worke isin all,’ 
: D 4 re Pat! 


he Lord when he comestoconquer the Ca-) 


| will become of me, if I dye inthis condition ? Paxl Ack. 3:6 


and now he begins to cry out; the Jaylor was very] 4 crs 16 


hoping to efcape it,and hence doth not fear it; but| Pial.ro. | 


5° 


Act.16. | 
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The Seund Beleever — 
~ Put them infeareO Lord, that they may know \\) 
they be but men; before this feare comes, menare |} 


- ‘above God, and think they can {tand it outagainft ||] 


him 3 the Lord therefore lgrs in this feateto make } |! 
them kne@w they be but men, and.chatas proud,and | || 
{tout, and great asthey are; yet thatthey are not a- |} 
bove God, and that it is vain to kick againf the | || 
pricks, andgo onasthey havedone’ for itthey do, | } 
he will not endure it long: The [pzrit of Bondage} 

makesmen feare , before the {pertt of Adoption i 
comes, thefe feares thereforeare {uch, asthe rege- } }| 
nerate after they have received the Spirit of Adopti- 


Jon never haye + and therefore they are fuchas pur- |,| 


{ue the foul wich fome threatning of the werd, pro-|)) 
nouncing deathaod perditiontohim in that eftate?} | 
Ex. er. Hee that beleeves not is condemned al-\ 
ready, thusthe word fpeakesto confeience, Joba || 
3.17. Thou believeit not faitha mans own con-| | 
{cience, the Spititwitnefling with it, therefore thou} | 
att condemned faith con{cience ; now the fpirit of 
Bondage, is theteftimony of Gods Spirit witne!- 
fing to both the premifes and conclufion now this] | 
§ pirit no regenerate man indeed ever hath after this} 
tinie , but che feares hee hath arife from another 
Principle of corruption of confcience, and malice 
of Satan through the prefent defertion of the Spi-| | 
rit leaving him; not fromany pofitive witnefle of} | 
the Spirit of any fuchuntruth, which yet is truth, | | 
while the foul is under this ftroak and not regene- | | 
rate $ mark therefore diligently that this feare is the | | 
work of the Spirit of the Lerd Jefus, and hence it} | 
followes, ~ ‘ . A pighes ni 

1, Thatthefe Feares are not meetly natural (as} | 
thofe, Rom. 2, 15.) arifing from naturall conici.}/ 
ence only, which only-accufe of finne, but neveref-| 


fect ; bue they are fupernaturali,.they are ay- | 


roWes | 


—— 
av 


1 


| nya man isafraid and muchafraid and aftrighted 


| and {ce thatthey are miferable, and what that mi- 
Hl (tery is.: | 


| becaufethe Almighty hand of the Spirit ets them 
| on,and fhakes the foul ; they are not weak feares 
| whicha man can fhake off,or-cure by weak hopes, 


death and eternity can beget fisch fears, but creates 
A Memunns-ore hgh sheots ba Lied eF 


| (forthe Spirits work: is ever clear before hee leaves 
it, Ephe, 5,13. ) they are not blind contufed fears,} 


| cannottell: what that~e vil:is which they feare.; but} 


| muft die before one day. beat an end,and then what 


rowes fhot into the con{cience by the arm:ot the 
Spirit; fodreadtull that no word ner meditation of 


2, Hence it followes ;: thatthey are clear feares, 


and {ufpitious and fad conjectures, whercby ma- 
like men ina dream, thatthiak they are inhell, yet 


they arecleare feares whereby they diftinétly know | 


3. Hence it followes that they are ftrong feares, 


fleepor bufincfle,&c, like fome winds that fhike 
the tree, but never blew: it down : but thefe feares 
ca(t downthetalleft: Cedar , and appall the hear, 
and coolthe courage and boldnefle of the moftim- 
penitent and audacious finner. The Spirit prefent- 
ing the greateft eyiii in eternall {eparation from 
God: hence no evil inthe world is fo dreadfullas) 
this, I bad better never beene borne then.to bear it 
(faiththe foul) & hencecalts oft allother thoughts, 
and canniorhe quiet; andhence itis that thefe feares 
forcea manto tlie & feck out tor a beter condition. 
‘Aman like Loz lingersit his fin, butcbele fears like | 
the Angel drive him violently out, -the Lord laying 
to him, Away for.thy-ife, Jeft thou perifh with the 
world, for thy finnesare come up toheayen,thou 


will, become of, thee .? Ab.thou finful] wretched. 
tan! may.notthe Lord jultiy doit? are nor chy fins 


| The Sound Beleever. | 
grown fogreatand many, that they areanintoller-|, ‘ 
able burden for the foulof Godto bearanylenger?| |i 
and hence you fhall obferve , if the foul after fad} |} 
tears grows bold and carelefleagain, the Spirit pus-| 

fues it with more caufe of feare’, and nowthe foul) |i 
cryes out, Did the Lordever elect thee? Chrift {hed i 
his bleod to fave his people from their fins, thou liv-}- |] 

eft yet #2 thy fins,did he ever fhed his blood forthee?| 
thou had finned againft con{cience, after thou haft | 
beene enlightned and fallen back again, halt not} 


ail 


- {the like finne ?: thus the Spirit purfues with {trong | 4; 
feares, till proud man falls down tothe duft before | 
God. The foul isnow under feares , not aboye | ; 
them; and therefore capnot come out of thefe | | 
chaines by the moft comfortable dotrine it heares, | 
nor particular application of itby the moft merci- | 

| full Minifter inthe world, untill the Lord fay, as 
Lam.3.§7. feare not; the Lordonly canaffwage | 
thefe ftrong winds, and raging waters, in which} |} 
there is no ether ery heard of this foule toffed thus | 4 
with tempefts, but Oh I perifh / onely the Lord | | 
making way for the Spirit ef Adoption bythefe in| ; 
his Elect ; drivesthem out to feeke if there be any | | 
hope, and fo they are not properly defperate feares, |’) 
yetasl fay ,ftrong feares, not alikeextenfively, yer] ‘} 
alikeintenfively {trong inall; a {mall eyillwhen ti-| \ 
dingsis brought of it doth not fear, bucif the 6 

e! 


| 
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Ibe apprehended greatand near too, the very falpi- 

Kkion of itmakes the heart tremble ; when a houfe 

lis on fite, ora mighty Army entred the land and 

near the City, children that know not the ereatnefle 

of cheevillfearchem not; butmenthag know the 

danger are full of feare. The wrath ofthe Lord that 

fire chofe armies of everlafting woes, are great c= 

vills, the blind world may not much fearthem, but 

allthe Bleét whofe mindesare convinced to fee the 

greatnefle of them, cannot but fear, and that with} 

{trong andconftant fears; nor is itcowardize, but 

duty to fear theleeverlaffing burnings, And hence 

Miche foul in this cafe wonders at the fecurity of the} 

world, dreadsthe terrours of the Lord that are near 

fichem , and ‘ufually feekes to awakenallits poore 
friends,’ I once theught my felfe well, and was. 

quiet as you bee, butthe Lord hath Ietme fee my, Luke 
woe, which I cannot bur fear; Olovkyouroit. | 23.40. 
- Thus the Lord workes this teare in fome ina| =” 

greater, in others in alefler mealure, O confider 

whether the Lord hath thus affected your hearts 

HW with feare; Oh fecure times what will God doe 

withus ! manyof-you having heard the voyce of 

the lyon roaring, and yer you tremble not, The 

iW Lord hath foretold you of death and eternal woe for 

che leaft fin, doe you believe it, and yet fear it not ? 

how art thoushen forfaken of God 2? Many of you 

that like old marriners can laugh at all foul weather, 

andlike Weather-cocks fet your faces again{t all 

winds; and if yoube damned atlaft you cannot 

help it, you muft bear it as well as youcan, and 

doe you hope to doe it as wellas others fhall doe; 

Oh! how farare fuch from the Kingdom of God, 

the Lord not yet working nor pricking thy 

heart fo muchas with fear ? fini 

Ih} = 2, Sorrow and mourning for fine is the oe °2 

|| . thine 


| 
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thing wherein compunctionconfifts. And look as}: 
Feare plucks the foul ftom fecurity in feeing noevillf|/ 
ro come; fo Sorrow takes off the prefent pleafure}|| 
and delight in finne, ina greater meafure then Fear}} 
~Idorh. The Lord theretore having fmitcen the foul,}}\ 
ot (hor the arrowes of fear into the foul ;. it, there- |) 
fore growes excecding fad. and heavy, thinking | i: 
withiait felfe., What good doe wife or children,}} 
houfe erlands, peace and triends, health and reft,} ih 
| doe me? inthe meantime, condemned to die, and}! | 
that eternally; it may be reprobated. never to fee }) 
Gods face more - the. guilc and power of finne in4} 
heartand life lying ftillupon me 2?) And hereupon} 
-Ithe foul mourns inthe day, and inthe night,defares |)| 
to goe alone and weep; and there confefleth its] 
vilenefle betore God, allthe dayes of vanity, and}: 
finnes of ignorance, thinking , Oh what have I}) 
dene ! and feeks for mercy, but not one fmile; no-] 
thing but clouds of anger appear; and then thinks, |) 
it this anger the fruitof my finne be fo great, Oh}.) 
‘| what are my finsthe caufe hereof! Whenthe An-} 
gel had fet out the fin of the Iraelices in making a}; 
league with the Canaanites, and told them that they }; 
|fhould be thorxes ix their fides, they fat down,ver. | 
4. and lift up their vojce, and wept : to *cis witha), 
contrite finner, Note narrowly that eminent place |) 
of Scripture, Efay 61. 3. the Lord Chriftis fentze ||) 
appoint beauty for alhes, andthe oyle of yoy for the }\ 
Jpirit of heavineffe to them that. mourne, Out of|)) 
which, note thefe four things for the explication off} 
this forrow or mourning, ° : ee 
Fir(t,. Itis {uch a mourning as is precedent ure} 
tofpiritual joy. And hence itisnot faid, J will give}, 
she {pirit of gladneffe to beget mourning, (though| 
the Lord doth after converfion) but this goes in}, 
arderbeforethat, Ephrata like, yho feeing what }) 


an] 
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Pre 


e 
+ 


healesec 2 > 


there fhall be wgreat mourning, thatthey fhallde-| Zach; - 
fireto gac alone infecretevery ove apart, andtake| 12,11. 
theip full Of mournings,> before the Liord:open the| Chap, — 
I foentadn of grace. Icis jot a Summer cloud, ‘oran | 13,1 
| April fhowre, that is {oon fpent,buta great mour* 
hings For) 1, Before’ this {piritof forrow come, 
| a manstheart takes great delight in: his finne, cis} 
HI) his'god, ‘his life, and:¢weeter then Chrilt, and all 
il the joyes of heaven ;‘and' therefore theremuft be} 
|ereatiférrow, Gnne mult be made exceeding bit-|. 
ter, A manthat is very hungry and chirfty after bis 
lutty mutt finde fuchmeat and drink exceeding bit-| 
| cer} elfe-he will feed omit. So/omox took great con- 
\tentin women, burwhat faith heewhen the Lord 
Hlhumbled him? JZ fiedeawoman more bitter then | Ecclef, | 
death Hear thisyou Harlots,& you thatlive in your) 7.26, 
| wanton lufts,the Lord wil make your fweet mottels 
| mote bitter chen death to you, if the Lord faves you, | 
Ml\ © 2, Becaut the greateft evillsare the objects of 
WM this forrowy, 74=. Sinanddeath, Icistrae, a man 
| may mourne for firaller evills foouers bur when 
t 


! 
| 
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the Spirie ets on the grearelt evils , then they tad Hi 


much more, (Aline tnigusises are too heavy to} 
beare : Why fo? Many a man ¢an bear them) 
without finking. ‘True, bucin the Elect the Spirit} | 
fetson, loads the foul herewith, A wounded. {pi-| |} 
rit who can bear? Becaufe the greateft evils lye}! 
upon the moft tender part-of atender foul; pre 


iat 


ed downe by the omnipotent hand of Chrift Spi] ' 


out; the greatnefleof fin makes ic mouri: Was}! 
therceverfuch afinnerasT? And laftly, the, fenfe| 


of condemnation for fin lyes upon him 5 :thisisthe |! 


fruicof yourevil wayes, faith che Spirit. The foul} ’ 
doth norletfin paffe by itnow as.wacer downe the} { 
Mill, but being ftopt by conviction and.feat of the] ' 
evilof it, itdwels very high,and filsthe heart; fullof| ‘ 
gricfe 8 forrow, that many timesit is overwhelm-| | 
edtherewith.) 9-2 Ein Sewer | 

2, Becauife Chrift will notbe very {weet, unleffe |’ 


‘|this mourning under mifery be very great; thehea+} 


ling ofa cut fiager is fweet, but ofa mortal wound!’ 
isexceeding {weet ; alittleforrow will make Chrift] ! 


fweet, but-great forrow under fenie-of deadly }' 


wounds | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
. 


' 


| only tweet, but alfoéxceeding {weet and precious. 
| 4, Becaufe its fucha forrew,as nothing but thar: 
} thachach wounded theloule canheale ite Let men 
have she greateft outwardtroubles, outward things 


ean cure them ; or elfe they will weare away, As it 


I 


| row. Nay, Ile fay more, this wounded foul cannot 


\ he cries outto the Lord to make him hear the voyce 


| Wot 


| joyce. Did not the Lord'make him. hear the yoyce 
\ ot joy. by. Nathax ? Yes, outwardly; butthe Lord 
i thathad breke his bones, muft make him hear.in- 
| wardly. Nay, when the Lordcomeg himfelfe to 


| to death, and never live, Ic muft needs therefore be 


a A TTT, 


. 
ile 
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inds isexceeding {weer; and without this Chrilt /Mat. to, |’ 
‘hath not his honour due to him, if hee be not 


a man be fick, or in debr, phyfick and money can 
cure thefe; bucshis\ wound, neither can; or ever 
flaal be healed but by the hand that wounded it.And 
hence a man cantakeno comfort in meat, drinke, 
fleep, friends, mirth, nor paftime, while this wound, 
this forrow atts ; for ifany thing elfe can heal ityie is 
notthe right wound, or forrow the Lord breeds in 
his Elect. -An adulterous heartindeed may be qui- 
eted with other lovers,C 4é#can build away his for- 


comfortitfelfe by any promifes,till che Lord come? 
Davidhada promife of pardon from Nathaz,yet 


of jy (om Lladnefs that his br oken bones might re- 


comfort, muchadoe the Lord hath to make him 
hearit; asthe Ifraelitesthar Aearkned not to Motes 
voyce, becanfe of theér hard bondage, that unlefs the 
Lord did inyincibly comfort, it would lie bleeding 


great forrow,whichall the world, men nor Angels 


| can remove. 


- §. You may beconfirmed in. this, if laftly you 
confader the many wayes the Lord wakes to beget 
great mourning, if the foul will not be forrowfull : 
as, fometimes great afflictions; (Mawaffeh mutt 
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 betakeninthe bufhes , and beecaft into chaines 
| Sometimes {trange temptations, hellith-blafphe= ‘|| 
‘| mies, Isthere a God? arethe Scriptures his Word? ’}} 
| Why fhouldehe Lord be fo'cruellag to reprobate a- |, 
ny of his creatures,to torment it fo long ?8¢c; Somme: || 
timeslong’eclipfing of the light of Gods counte- 
nauce; no prayers anfwered; but daily hils of indist= || 
ment. And fometimes itthinks it hears 8¢teelsia fe- | 
crerteftimony from God ,that he never had thought 
of peacetoward it, and that his purpofe is immuc- || 
| Lable, Somietimesir queftions,Can God forgive fins. 
fo great ? Can it {tand with his honour to-pucup fo |} 
much wrote? Somtiines itfeéls its heartfoexcream |} 
hard arid dedolent, thacitthinks the Lord hath feal- | 
ed itupunder this plaguetill the judgement of che | 
| great day, And fometimes thie Lord makesmelan- }| 
| chollya good fer vant t lim ‘to further this work of }) 
|forrow! Batthusthe Lord rebukes “manya: hard: || 
_, |bearted finner, that willnot bear the yoke, nor feel |] 
| the load ; ‘atid now the Lord turns the beauty of che} 
prondeftinto afhés, 8¢ withersthe glory of all flefh, p) 
| Nay; fometimes you f{halloblerve the Lord though} 
| he comes otoue asa’'Lyaxto rend, yet asa.meth he}: 
| frers out by fecret pinings &clanguifhings, thé fenfe-p| 
- |Ieffe fecavizy of man, that he fhal mourn to purpote | | 
Pfal. 39) beforche'leave him. J doe not mean by this, as }| 
10,11, dfiallmerhad the like meafure’ of forrow:; bur a} 
| great foriow itisin all, Every child isdelivered by }) 
‘| fome threwes thofe that {tick long in che birth may }| 
|feelthernlongerand yverymany. 2 9) By 
Jeo Nor yet do Tipreffeaneceflicy ofteares,or violent }) 
| andtumuknous complaints; the deepeft forrowes'|! 
run withJeaft noyfes 1f aman can have’ teares’ for ji} 
_ Pourwarddloffes, and none for fins, *tis very {upitious || 
4° | whether he was ever eruly forrowfull for fin’; Other- | 
| wile,as thegreatelt joyesare not alwayesexpreftin || 
| laughter. 
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| laughter, fo the greateft forrows ate not alway esex- 
| prett.in{hedding of teares; what the mealure of 
| chis great forrow is,wefhallhearehereafter.  _ 
M Thirdly, It is aconftant mourning, forfo it is 
M here-called, 4 /pirit of heavéneffe3 as chat woman 
ji that had a {pirit of infirmity,and was bowed down 
jj many years : Haxzah conftantly troubled, iscal- 
II led, 4 woman of a forrowfull [pirit, i Sam, 1.12. 
(15. As the /pirit of pride and whoredome, Hof,4. 
| £2, isa. confiane frame, where though the acis be 
Ja (ometime fufpended, yecthe {pirit remains; fo 2 
I [pérét of mourxing, is {uch forrow,asthough the acts 
Ji, of mourning bee fometime hindered, yet the {pirit 
ji) and {pring remains; Hypoerices will mourn under 
| finand mifery, but what is it? ic is the hangirg 
M\ down the head like a bul-ru[h in bad weather tor a 
(la) day. Oh how many have pangsand gripes of for- 
ill (ow, and can quickly eafe themiclvesagain / thefe 
mourners come £0 nothing inthe conclufion ; I 
lf) grancthe forrow and fadneffe of fpirit may be in- 
| cerrupted, but it returns againe, and never leayes he 
ila fouluntill the Lord look down from heaven, Lam, 
| 3.43.49,50, Lhe caufe continues, guilt & ttrength 
i} ot fin, and therefore this effect continues. 

i) Fourthly, It is {uch a forrow asmakes way for 
|| gladneffe, for fo ic is here faid, the Lord gives beau* 
il) ty for thefe afhes, and hence itis no defperate hellifh 
MI lorrow, but ufually mixt with fenfe of fome mer- 
cy,atleaft common,and fome hope snot that which 
| apprehends the object of hope particularly (which 
lt is done invocation) but that the Lord may finde out 
i {ome way of faving it, Jonah 3.9. Aits % 37. 
i) which: hope with fence of mercy waiting fo long, 
WM preferving from hell and death fo oft, &c.. doth not 
harden the heart, ( asinreprobates.) but ferve to 
_ breakthe more, and to load ic with greater forrow ; 
. thus 


{ ; 
; 


59 


Efay §. 
Oy 5e 


. 


a eatin eked 
4 


| The Sound Beleever is ft 
thus the Lord worksthis forrow'in all his Elect, 1} 


7 


know it isina greater meafure, and from fome o- |) 
ther ground fe the foul is in Chrift 2 bucthis for- }\j 
tow thereis forfubftancc, mentioned forthe rea- || 
fons Piven; if Chrilt hate you, you fhall mourn, |} 
bue never tillic be {co late; if he love you,you mutt 
motirn now; how great and many are many of}] 
yourfinnes, how near isyour doom 2? the Lord o1r || 
ly knows how feartill your condetnnation willbe, |] 
yothave oftheard; bur yet how few of your hearts |] 
are fad and very heavy forthelethings 2 fin 3s your |} 
plea {ures not your forrow ; you Hy trom forrow 4s}] 

| froma temptation of Satan who comes to trouble || 
| you, andto leade you to defpaire : Davids eyes rar |) 
diven with rivers of waters, becaufe ethers brake |) 
Cods Law,and Jeremy witht he had a cottage in| 
the wilderncffeto moura ix, and yet you doe not, | 
you camnot poure outone drop, nor yet wilh you} 

| had hearts to lament your own fins ¢ but oh know || 
ic, chat when the Lord Chriftcomes, he will fad thy || 
foul, whenhecomes to fearch thy old fores by the } 
Spiricof conviction, he willmake them {mart and | 
bleed abundantly, by the Spirit of compun¢tion, _| 
3, Separation from fin is the third thing where- || 

in compunétion confifts, fuch a feare and forrow | 
forfin undera finfelleftate, as feparates the foule|| 
fromfin, is true compunétion ; without which the)| 

| Lord Chrift cannot be had : the foule is cue and | 
wounded with fin by feare and forrow, but it is) 
cut off by this ftreak of the Spirie, net from the} 
being, but from the growing power of fin; from) 
the willro fin, not from all Ginne in the will which is 
mortified by a Spirit of holineffe, after the foule is| 
emplanted into Chr ift; for compunetion, contritis 
‘ton, brokenneffe of heart for fin (call it what you! 
will) isoppofite to hardneffe of heart whichisin es | 

7 3 - Very | 
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| very finner whiles Chrift leayes him ; now in hard-, . 
nefie (asina ftone) there is, Firftinfenfiblenc{fe, 
Secondly, a clofe cleaying of allthe parts together, 
| whereby it comes to pafle that hard things make re- 


‘| fiftance of whatis calt agaimt them : So in ¢om- 


punétion there isnot only fenfiblenes of the evilof 


| finne and death, by teare and forrow, but fuch as 


makes a feparation of chat clofe union between fin 
‘and thefoul : and hence it is thatthe Lord abbors 

all faftings, humiliations, prayers, teares, unlefie 
‘they be of this {tamp, and are accompanied with 


‘not breake the bends of wickedueffe; to mourn for 


{fin and mifery, and yetto be in chy fin, isthe work 


of jufticeos the damned in hell, and allthe Devils 
at this day, thac are pincht with their black chaines 
notloofened from them ; and notthework of the 
grace of Chriftin the day of his power . He that 
confeffeth hrs fins {ball have mercy ; that is true; 


| but remember the meaning of chat Confeffion in 


the next words, azd for faket h, he fhall find mercy. 


cafting the bitcernefs of ic might be weaned & have 
‘his ftomach and wil] turned from it ? what is the 
end of fear and forrow,bue by thistoturn away the 
foul ftom fin ? This point is weighty and full of dif- 


‘holineffe in the foul, ifthis be right, faith is right, ho- 
lineffe isright ; if this be impertect, or nvught, all ts 
according to it afterward ; the greateft difficulty 
lyes here,to know what meafure of feparation from 
finné the Spirit makes here; for after we sre 

rift, 


61- 


this effect, The Lord flings the dung of their fajf- Efay 
|| engs ana forrewes in their faces, becaufe they did | 5 05. 


VVhat is the end of the mother in laying Worm- Pro, 28, 
woodand gallupon her breft, bur thatthe child by | #3. 


ficulty, of great ufe,Jand worthy of deepe medicati- | ] ob, 33. 
on. For asthe frft wound and ftroak of the Spirit } 25,16. 
‘is, fit is inallafter-worksot it, bothof faith and] 47+ 
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Chrift, then finis mortified ; how then is there any | ||| 
- \{eparation ofthe heart from it, before it doth fully | | 
‘|belceve; or what meature is there neceflary ? here | 
therefore I thallanfwer tothe fourth and laft parti-| | 
freblat, vzse a LTE SE ISR ES eee Ht 
Fourthly, what is thar measure ef compunCtion | | 

che Lord works inallthe Eleét 22 
So much compunétion or fence of fin is neceffa-| 
ry asattainesthe end of it 3 now what isthe end of} | 
ic ? no other but thar the foul being humbled might | | 
| goeto Chrilt (by faith) totake away hisfin; thefi-| | 
nits proximus or nextend of compunétion is humi-} | 
liacion, thatthe foul may be fo fevered from fin, as} | 
torenounce it felfe forit; the fixes remotus, or laft| || 
end is, that being chushunabled, it might goe unto | 
Chrift to take away fin : for beloyed the condem- |. 
nation ofthe world lies not fo muchin being finfull} 
under guiltand power of fin, as in being unwilling | 
the Lerd Jelus (hould take itaway $ this J fay isthe} 
ereareft hinderance of falyation, £0h,3.19. [oh.5, | | 
Ao. Oh Jerufalem wile thou not be made cleane ? || 
fer.1 3,17, that was their great evill, they were not} | 
Cnely pelluied, but they weuld not be made cleane:} | 
the Lord | efus therefore rolls away this ftene from | || 
the Sepulchre, beats down this mountain; andbe-| | 
cafe it muft ficft beleeve in Chrilt beforeit can re-| || 
ceive Grace from Chrift, icmuft cometo Chriftro] | 
rake away fin, before the Lord willdoe it; Hence,| | 
fo much loofening ftom fin as makes the foul thus} || 
tocome,igneceflary. So much fear and forrow as} || 
loofens from fin, and fo much Ieofening from fin} |} 
as makes the foul willing, or at leaft not unwilling! '} 
cliacthe Lord J efus fhouldtake it away, is necefla-| *} 
ty : For who ever comesto Chrift,or isnot willing} |} 
Chrift fhould come to him totake away all his fin} | 
hath (whatever he thinks) fomeantecedent loofen-} ‘ 
_ ‘ing and feparation from fin. : 


k 


teas be Sound Beleever. 


W} | Oh faitha poor finner, when the Lord hath {trick 
|} | bis heare, and hee feels guilt, and terrour, and migh- 
I} [ty frength of corruption, if the Lord Jefus would 
i | takeaway thefe evills from me, though I canner, 
| Meanscannot, that will be exceeding rich mercy. 
I} | The Lord doth not wound the heart to this end, chat 
Mf | the foul fhould firft heal it felf, before ic come tothe 

| Phyfitian, bue that ic might feek out, or feeling its 
| need, be willing 8 defirous ofa Phyfitian,the Lord 


If | are fo little, they defirenotto be healed ; or if they 
i | doe,they labour to heal chemfelves firft, before thzy 
\§| Come cothe Phyfician for it ; they will firft make 
themfelves holy, and put on their jewels, and then 


Il fhould he have to doe with methat have fuchunho- 
lady, vile, hard, blind, and moft wicked heart 2 If I 
| were morc humbled, and more holy, then J fhould 
Mt) goetohim,and think he wouldcome tome, Oh for 
a the Lords {ake difhonour not the grace of Chrift. 
{| It is true, thou canft notcome to Chrift, ull chou arc 
|loaden, and humbled,and feparated from thy finne, 
Thou canft not be ingraffed into this Olive, unk fle 
thon beeft cut, and cyt of too from thy old root. 
| Yetremonaber forever, that no more forrow for 
finne , no more feparation from finne is neceflary 
iia Cocky clofing with Chrift, then fo much as makes 
ia face willing, or rather not unwilling that the Lord 
| fhould rake it away, And know it, if thou {eekeft 
lai for @ greater meafure of humiliation antece- 
;4ent-to thy clofing with Chrift then this, thou 
fhewelt the mote pride therein, who wilt ra- 
{ther goe into thy felfe co.make thy felfe sholy 
jand humble, . chat chou mighteft bee worthy 


| Jetus, to come and heal it. Icisthe gxcat fault of 
many Chriftians, either their wounds and forrows 


|| beleeve in Chrift. And hence are thofe many com: 
plaints, What haye I to doe with Chrift 2. Why 
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of Chritt, then goe our o! thy felte, unto the Lord |] 
Jefus, totake thy finaway. Ina word, who think- }4) 

eft Chriftcannot love theé, untilithou makeft thy | 
feif faire, and when thou thinkeli thy le!f fo (which }) 
is pride) wit then think otherwife of Carilt, The |) 
Lord therefore when he teacheth his people how to | '} 
recurn unto him after grievousfins, directs chem ta 
this courfey not togoe about the bufh to remove 
their iniquities them felycs,or to {tay and live fecures | | 
ly in their fins, untill che Lord did it himafelfe; but |") 
bids them come to him, and fay, Take away) 
(Lord) all exsqustses, Hof, 14.1, 2.3. You fhall}’| 
fec Epiraim bemoaning himafelfe, Ter.21.18, But | | 
how ? Doth he fay he teelshis fins now all remov- |} 
ed? No, buthe defiresthe Lord toturn him, and || 
then (faith he) J (val beturned, Ce aes. || 
Asif he fhould fay, Lord, I fhall never turn from | | 
this {tubborn vile heart, ner fo muchas ture to thee, | | 
totakeicaway, unlefle thoudoft trp me, and then | | 
I (halibe turned to parpofe, Whar faith the peni | | 
Hof tent Church? ( ame, fay they, let us goeunte the || 
Gol6.1 | Lord, They might object and fay, Als, the Lord | | 
jisourenemy, aud wounds us , and hath brokenus |, 
to pieces We are not yet healed but lye dead aswell | | 
as wounded; fhall fuch dead {pirits live? Marke}] 
what followes, True indeed, He bath wounded us,\\ 
lec us therefore goe to him, that he may hea/ us, and | | 
afier two dayes bee will revive ws, The Lordte-| 
| quires no more of us then thus to come to him. In=}| 
deed after a Chriftian isin Chnft, labour for more 
and more fenfe of fiune, that may drive you nearer | 
and nearer unto Chrift, Yer know before you}/ 
come to him, the Lord requiresno more then this; 
jand as hee requires no more thenthis, fo *tis his}, 
owne Spicit (nor our abilities) chat muftalio work] 
this and thus muchhee will work, anddoth re-] | 


| 


___ quire} 


| 
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I wiltnotcome to Chrift to rake away thy fins, thor 


quire of all whom hee purpofeth to fave. If thoi 


{halt undoubtedly perifh in them, If the Lord 
workethatforrow, {fo as to be willing the Lord 
fhould take them away, thou fhalt be undoubtedly 
faved from them. | 

Jt you would know what meature of willingnefle 
tohave Chrift takeaway finis required; You fhall}- 
| hear when wee Come to open the fourth particula: 


in the doctrine of Faith. 

~ Uf ycu further ask, How the Spiric works this} Oue/? 
loofening from fin in the work of compunction ? 
~ Tanfwer, the Spirit of Chiift works this by a 
| double act, 

Ae Te Moll, 72. Phyficall, | 

|=” As in the converfion of the foule by faith unto 
| God, the Spirit isnot onely 4 morall agent per 
| fading, bucalfo a Supernatural agent phyfically 
| working thcheart robeleeye » by a divine and im- 
mediate act; fo intheaverfion pf the foul from fin, 
‘the Spirit doth aftcét the heart withfear and ferrow 
‘morally, butthis can never take away inne, as we 
feein Judas and Cain deeply affected and afffict. | 
}edin {pirit, and yet in their inne. And therefore 
‘}che Spicit puts forth its own hand phy fically or im- 
| mediately, and his ownearm brings falyation tous, 
\by a further fecret immediate {troake, turning the 
‘Tiron neck, cutting the iron finews of fiane, and fo 
makes this difunion or eparation, You think it ts 
cafie to be willing that Chrift {hould come ard take 
away all your fins; I tell you, the oranipotentarm of 
the Lord thatin(tructed Jeremy ina finaller matter, 
can only inftruct you here boththefe acts ever go 
topether according toghe incafure mentioned; the 
latcercannot be without the firft, che firft isin vain 


without che latter. 
nae ' But 
ain 
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without confideration of death and wrath due to it} | 
{hould affect it) but fianeand death, finnearmed] | 
with wrath, finne working death, pricks the heart as] )} 
che greateft cvill, and {fo lers out that coreacthe bot-| | 
com, as may fitthefoulforhealing, For, = | ] 

1, If che Spirit make a man feelfin truly, the foul} :| 
feels it as itis; itis netthe name,andtalk ot the dan] | 
ger of finthat croubles it, butehe Spirit (ever mak-|:} 
ing things reall ) loads the foul with irindeed, and as} |} 
itis; now it isthe greateft evill, and therefore fo it}}| 
feelsfing Belceye it, you never felt fin indeed as itis} 
if you have not fel it thus, . | \ 

2. Elfe no man will prize Chrift as th 


egreatclt} | 
Mat. ro, | Z00d, without which no man thall hayehim, . | 


‘ 


7 3. Elfea man willlive and continue infin. If fin}) 
3 bad been a greater evil to Plate thenthe loffe of} 
( efarsfriendfhip, hee would never haye crucified] | 

Chrift.. Iffinhad been agreaterevill to Jeb then} | 

the lofle of his Kingdom, he had never kept up the} | 
twocalves. If fin were a greater evillchen poverty, | | 

fhame, griefin this world, many a Profeflor would 

never lofe Chriftanda good confcience too, for a] | 

Title gaine, profit er honour. Beloved, the great] | 

curie and weath of the Lord uponall men in the} 

world almolt is this, that the ereateft evills fhouid} | 

be the leaft of all felt; and the {malleft evills moft 

of allcompained of, Whatis deaththat only fepa-| | 

rates thy foul from thy body, to finne that feparates | 

God blefled for eyer from thy foul 2 and therefore}, | 

the Lord Jefus will remove thiscurfe ftom whom} | 
hee faves. | 


ll (es ac this time in finne , thac thus affects the 


J of Gnneindeed liesfore upon them, but thes much 
\from the owner; Secondly, when ic knowes not 
| how to returneagaine, unlefle the Shepheard finde 


| truly loft, that feels itfelfe feparated and gone trom 
| God, knowing not how to return tohim again, un- Efay 33 
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© Bur you will fay , What is that evill the foule, Qye/?, ss 


f 


heare with it, asthe greateft evill? This is the 


\laft difficulty here. eee | 
» There is athreefoldevill efpecially (en infinnes 47/7.) 
1. Theevill of torment and anguifh. sl 


2. The eyillof wrong and injury to God. — 
55 The evill of feparation of the foule from 
45 oO é f , { ( 
_ The firft, may affect Reprobates, asSau/ and| 
Judas, who were fore diltrefled when they feltthe | 


anguifh of eonfcience for fin, WW be eg a 
- The fecond, is onely’ in chofe who are actu- hie 
ally juftified, called ‘and fanétified, who lament | 
finne as it is againft God, and a God reconci- 
Jed co them, and as it is againf{t the life of God 
| begun in them ¢ and hence they cry out of itas 4 
| body of death. | 
The third, the Elect feel at this firlt ftroake and 
wound which the Spitit gives therm; the anguifh 


a 


more. C hrift ts come to feek that which ts loft. The| Luk, 15. 
fheepe is loft, when Firltit is feparated and gane| 7. 


it and carry ithome’ : fo that foul is properly ard 


| RR pp A 


| lefte the Lord come and takeit upon his fhoulders, 6, 
| and carry it in hisarms; this lies heavy upon it, 77%, 


that it is gone from God, and whclly feparated. 
from alluniontohim, and communion with him, 
You may obferve, /oh,16 9, that the Spiri? con 
vinces of (in; how ? becaufe they beleeve not thme. 
i. Becaule they fhalfeeand feel themielyes quite fe- 
parated from m=; they fhall hear of my glory and | 

ricnes} 


ee 


a 
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richesof mercy, and that happineffe which all thax ||} 
have me, fhalland doc enjoy; butthey fal mourn |/ 
thatchey haye no part or portion in thefe things ;}\# 
(chey fhall mourn chat they live without me,and that | | 
they havelivedfolongwithoutme, 

- Jconfefle many other confiderations of the evill | 
of fincome now in, but this is the maine channell| |}, 
where all heother riyulets empty themielves. And | | 
hence itisthat rhe foule uader this ftroake is in a} 

| ftate of feeking only, yee finds nothing; it feekes | 
God and Chrift, and therefore feels a want, a loffe | | 
of both by fin; fortheend of all the fears, terrors; | | 

“\ forrows, &@; pon the Ele, isto bring them back | 
| again to God, and into fellowflitp with Ged, the} |! 
only blefledneffe of man. Now if the foul ordain-} jj 
ed and made for thisend fhould not feel its prefent | 
feparation from God by fin, and the bitterneffe of 
the evillof ic, ic would never feek to return again to| 
him asto his greateft good, nordefire everto come | | 
‘into his bofome again; for look as fin woundsthe | | 
foul, fo the foul feeks for healing of ic; if onely the |.) 
}corment of fin wound, eafe of con{cience from that | |; 
anguifh will heal ic + So if leparation from God | | 
wound the heart, only union and communion with | | 
God will heal it, and comfort it again, The Lord} || 
Chrift therefore having laid his hand upon the foul | 
to bring it back to himfelfe firft, and fo tothe Fa-| ; 
ther, being defigned to gather inall the out-cafts of | 4, 
If{rael, thofe he ever makeSto feel chemfelyes out- | | 
cafts,as caft away out of Godsbleffed fight and pre-| | 
fence, that fothey may defire at laft tocome home} || 
again 3 Reprobatesnot madefor this end, hayenot| | 
this fenfe of fin, the meanes of their return, And | 
hence itis that the fouls of thofe God faves, are ne- | 
ver quiet nntill they come to God, and have com-| | 
munion with bim;but they mourn for their aa ae i 
rom oH 


Hom him and the hiding ot his face, uatillche Lord 
lM hine forthagain : Whereaseycry oneelfe though 
much traubled, yet fits downe contented with any 
Mittle odde thing, that ferves to quiet them tor the 
‘ime, before the Lord re‘urn to them, or they enter 
his theirreft, in that imffable commusion with 
| wieers ph. 
ff Leeme now make Application of this, before 1 
broceed to open the next particular of Humiliati-n, 

~ This may fhew us the great mittake ot two'torts: 
J x. Suchasth nk there isno necetfity of any fente | eye, x 

| pf milery before the application of the remedy or | : 
their clofing with Chrift; becaufe fay they, where 
lAchere is fenfe there islife : (ali eule and feettag ari-- 
Wing from life) and where there islife,there is Chrift 
already- And hence iis that they would not have 
che Law firft preached in thele dayes, bu: che Gots 
pels the other is to goe round abauc the bufh. 

J anfwer, chatfor my own partthisdodtrine (of 

i eeing and fecling our mifery betorethe remedy ) 
Wis feuriverfally received by all folid Divines both 
\Jat home and abroad, that meet wich; and the con- 
fictary opinicn fo crofle cothe holy Scripcures, and 
Wi generall experience of the Saints, and the preach- 
Ming of the other fo abundantly fealed to be Gads 
Hl owne way by his rich bieflings on the labours of his 
fi fervants faithfullco him herein 3 that were rt not for 
fiche fake of fome weak and mif-led, L Chould nor 
H dare toqueftion it; the Lord him{clf fo exprefly 
Hl peaking 4 that hee canse not to call the righteous, 
but onthe contrary onely to heal the fick, who 
know and fecl'their fickneffe chielly 6y the Law, 
I Row. 3,20. Doft thou think therefore, that there 
1 is fpiritual! life where everthereisany fenfe? “Phen 
Il fay, the Devils and damned in hell have much | 
| (piricual life, for chey feel their mifery witha wit- 
} nieffe. ! As 


ee eS re 


( 
a 


4 
highs 

mt 
We tet 


We Siete 


Cormeen 


Pee 


Ea tn AS Da 


Bi Ee ees en 3 
See 


> = ae : sti gba ete ree i wees 
ae 6 td Alas sacaariomEaenter on = 
r . 7 eo <g 


| wounded ; receive the {piritof Adoption , before] 


| that deny the ufe of Law to leade unto Chrift, if} | 
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As for the preaching of the Gofpell before'the 
taw tofhewour mifery ; jt istrue, that the Gol-jj 


| pell is to be looked at, as the maine end ; yet youll 


muftofe the meanes, before you can come to the} 
end, by the preaching of the Law, or mifery in de=|} 
ipifing the Gofpel, End and Means haye been ever ji} 
good friends, and you may joyne them well toge- jij 
ther, you cannot fever thena without danger. I doe }i 
obférve tharthe Apoflles ever ufed this methed oH 
‘Pah firtt proves fewes and Gentiles to be under bi 
Jfvone , in almoft the three firft Chapters of the} 
Romanes, before hee opens the dogtrine of Jutti-|| 
fication by fait hixChrift. J doe notobferye thath| 
ever there was fo cleareand manifeft opening of|| 
ans mifery, as by Chrift and his Apoftles, who 
brought in the cleareft revelations of the Remedy. 
I doenot reade in (Mofes, or inall the Prophets, | 


fuch fulland pitine expreflions of our mifery asin}, 
i 


the New Tefiament : The worme that never dies;|,\ 
The firethat never goes ont s The wrathto come, | 
@c. and therefore affuredly they thought this no}:| 
back-doore, but faith rhe dooreeo Chrift, and this} 
is the way to faith. Tofay that a man mu firft q 
have Chrift and life, before he fecle any {piricuall} 
milery, isto fay thata Chriftian muftfirtt be hea- i 
led, that he miay be fick ; cured, that hee may be : 


hee receive; and that he may receive the fpitit of | 
bondage to feare againe, See: fl 

If Minifters fhall preach the remedy before} | 
they fhew mifery, woe tothisage, that {hall bee} | 
deprived of thofe bleffings, which the former glo-| , 
h 


ried in, and bleffed the Lord for. Mark thofe men] | 


they de not fall in time to oppofe fome maine point| | 
of the Gofpel. For itis a righteousthing,bura heas| 


vy| | 


] 
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vy plague, forthe Lord to fufter fuch men to ob- 
feure the Gofpel, that intheir judgements zealouf- 


~ 


a 
Ml remedy ; that istrue : buc you mutt alfo firft preach 
the woe and mifery of men, ox rather fo mix them 
ig cogether, asthe hearts of hearers may be deeply af- 
I teéted with both; but firft with cheir mifery, Ic ar- 
(i guesa greater confumption of the Spirit of grace, 
i when Chriftians lives are preferyed onely by Al- 


dl nay choyce onestoo, orelfe the old andordinary 
Hl food of the country will not down, 1 tell you, the 
i) maine wound of Chriftiansis want of deep humi- 
Hf liations & caftings dewn; and if you beleeve it. not 
ill, now, it may be, peftilence, fword,and famine fhall 
Mf teach you this doétrine, when the Lord fhall make 
yy thele things wound you tothe yery heart, and pur 
if you to your wits end, that were nor, that would 
MW not in feafon be wounded at the heart with finne. 
Hi) Arewe troubled withtoo many wounded confci- 

ences in thefe times, that wee are fo folicitous of 
coyning new Principles of peace ? what is every 
man by nature, buta kinde of an infinite evill ? all 
the fins that fillearth and hell are in every one mans 
heart, for finnein man is endleffe ; and canft not 
thou endure to be caft downe ? Nothing is fo vile 
as Chriftto. a man notunhumbled , and can you fo 
eafily prizehim, and taftehim, withebt any caft- 
| ing downe? , 

2, Suchasthink there isa heceffity of fence of mni- 
fery by the work of the Law, before Chrift can be 
received; but they think there is no fuch feeling of 
mifery,as hath been mentioned ; but that it 1s com- 
mon to the reprobate as to the Elect,& confequent- 
jly, thatin fence of fin there is no fuch f{peciall work 
of-the Spirit as Separates the foul from finne before 

| it 


| 


ill Ly diflike thisufe of the Law. You muft preachthe} 


Ml chermye & choyce Cordials,notionsabout Chrift, | 


Soe 
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ift by faith, viz, in fanctification best 


Jit comes unto Chrift, but chat this isdone after i 

ioul isin Chrift by fa 

Jing firft juftified by fajch, Be cae. | 

This isthe judgement of many holy and Jearned;} 

_ Jand therefore fo long as there isno difagreement inf 
{the fubftance of this doétrine, ic fhould nct crouble i 


f 
\ 


unica liter ula Aqua ton magus [ufpenfi funt mon- 
res? [tis much more true of every truth, and if 1 
much miftake not , much depends upon the right 
|| under{tanding of this point, eae 
‘| > That therefore 1, thete mult be fome fenfe of 
jmifery, before the applicationof the remedy, 
| 2, Thacthis compunction or fenfe of mifery is 
wrought by the Spiric of Chrift, for the power of | 
_|manto prepare himfelfe thereby for further grace, | 
_ 3. That thefe cerroursand forrows in the Bleét 
doe virtually differ from thofe in the reprobate, the || 
one driving the foul to Chrift, the other not ; thefe }]) 
are agreed on all hands, The queftion onely is, }| 
Whether there is this farther {troake of feyering the || 
foul from fin, conjoyned with the terrours and for- || 
rowsinthe Elect before their clofing with Chrift, }) 
which isnot in the reprobate; or in ene word,whe- 
{ther there i$ not a fpeciall work of the Spirit, curn- || 
ling (atdeaft in order of nature) the foultrom finne || 
betcre the foul returns by faichunto Chrift, | 
- Por the affirmative [ leaye feverall confiderati- || 
ons. : tee 
That there is gracia atiaalis, or actuall grace, |) 
aswell as habitzalss, or habicuall grace, learned} | 
Pervins mikes a yaft difference between them; and | | 
. therefore to thinke that there can be no ie | 
find | 
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(in removed but by habiwiall or fanctifying grace,is| 


WPunfound ; for aétuall grace may doe ic, the Spirit 
may takeaway finne mediately by habiqual grace, 
iJand yes itcan doe it immediately alfo by anomni- 
I porent act, by chat which is called a Gtuallaétuating 
jor moving grace; Chrift can and mutt firft bind 
(che {trong man,and caft him out by this working or 
actual grace, before he dwels inthe houfe of mans 
MM heart, by habituall and fanctifying Grace, The 
| Gardners knife may immediately cut off a cyen 
Wi froma tree , thereby taking away all its powet to 
if grow there any more , before it hath a power to 
| bring forth any fruit,which is wrought onely by im- 
Wf planting it into another ftock . New creation 
( (whichisac firft converfion) may well be without 
habituall graces chatare but creatures, : 
 Whetiter any man fince the fall is a fubject im- 
| mediately capable of fanctifyizg or habitual grace; 
Mor whether any unregenerate man isin a next di{- 
iIf| pofition to receive {uch grace ; as the ayre is imme- 
Il diately of light, out of which the darknefle is ex- 
| pelled by light, and fo the habits of grace doe expel] 
Jf) the habits and power of fin, (fay fome. ) 1 fuppofe 
i) the affirmicive is moft falfe and in neer affinity with 
| fome groffe points of Arminianifme. Adam, in his 
ff) pure nacura’s,and confidered mecrly asa living foul, 
| was facha fubject ; like 2 white paper, fitted im- 
1| mediately totake the impreffion of Gods smage ; 
| | but fince, by his fall, Sinne is faln like a mighty blot 
i | uponthe foul, wherby a man not only wants grace, 
fi asthe dark ayredothlight, bur alfo re//ts Bratt, 
| | | doba 14,17, Hencethisrefiftance muft be r{tra- 
fi | ken away, before the Lord introduce his image 2+ 
f} | gain. To faythata mancan of himfelf dilpofe him- 
| 
| 


| (felfuntograce, was Pelagianifin in e4guinas his 
I time : yet fome dilpofition is neceflary, faith Ferri 
| Us 5 
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12s; notunto aétwal grace, orthat which is wroughi 
|upona' man, per modum attzs, (as he faith) but un- | 
lto che reception of habituall or fanétifying grace,}} 
}ie being in the foul per modnm forma, no form be-|# 
‘ling introduced but into materiam difpofitam , is\t 
‘| nsatrer fitted or prepared,or into {ucha yeflel which 


ree | 


'|ig immediately eapable of it. ae, | 
|. There isin mana double refiftance againft grace. }} 
|> 4, Of aholy trame of grace, by original corrup-!¥ 
tion, whichis oppofireto original and renewed ho- 
Jinefte,ortothisholyframe, = ill 
‘1: ay Of the God of grace himfelf when he comes ! 
deo work it, Job.21.14, Ezek. 24.13, 9 > Ht 
de The firft istaken away inthat which we eal] the |} 
-/{piric of fanctification, after faith; the fecond is ta- 1 
kenaway not only inthe act of it, (as by terrours it, 
may be inreprobates, Pfalm 66, 2.) butinfome}| 
meafure inthe inward root and difpefition of it, }} 
+ (onely inthe Elect) there being (as hath been faid) 
no more {eparation from fin, at thistime required; |} 
- Jthen fo much asmay make the foule come to the }} 
| Lord totake it away, or at leaft not unwilling, no: ff} 
refitting the Lord, when he comesto doe it himifelt. || 
» Whether doth not the work of union unto Chritft, f} 
| goe before our communion with Chrift 2 J fuppolc |} 
cis undeny able,that union muft be before commu-|} 
Jmion; and that union to Chriftis a work of grace as] | 
peculiar to the Elect, as communion with him. — FI 
Now juftification & fanctification are two parts || 
Jofour communion with him, and follow. our unt-]'} 
on; Rom.8,1, Our union therefore muft be before}} 
thete, of whichthere are two. parts, er rather twof! 
chings.on our part, neceflarily required toit - } 
1, Cutting off from the wildolive tree, the old 4-f| 
dame. 2, |mplanting intothe good olive tree, the} 
econd Adan. The firft mutt go before the fecond | 
ea is 10m 


Mor where there is perfe & refiftance,there can be no 
fperfectunion. Buttakea man growing upon this 
Sid root of nature, there is nothing but pertect re- 
duiftance, Rom, 8.7. & therefore that refiftance mutt 
Wirt betaken away, before che Lord draw the foule 
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go Chrift, and by faithimplantitinto Chrift. Ina]. : 


word, T fee not how aman can wholly refift God 
Mad Chrift, aad yet be united unto him at the fame 
Waftant - and therefore the one (in order of nature 
Mic leaft) goes before the other : and therefore let a- 
Wy man living prove his unionto Chrift, and to his 
mutt alfo,if he can, You will beleeve in Chrift,ma- 
Thy of you, and yet you will haye your whares, and 
cups, and lufts, and pride,and world too, & oppofe 
Jae lithe meanes that would haye you irom thefe alfo, 
(.tellyou, you fhall finde one day how miferably 
dadeceiyed you havebeenehercin, You cannot ferve 
God and Mammon, How can yee beleeve , faith 
Wichrift, J0h,5.44, that feck honour one of another? 
| If youcan have Chrift, and be ambitious too, rake 
Mbim ; but how canyou beleeve till the Lord hath 
Wbroken you off from thence; 
Ml VVhether vocation (as peculiartothe Elect as 
ffanctification) doth not goe before juftificasion 8 
melorification, Rom. 3, 30, Whether alfo there are 
not two things in eftectuall yocation ; 
a. Isnot Chrift,thac good, the term to which the 
Moule is firftly called ? 
2, Isnotfin and world, that evil, the term from 
avvhich the foul is called ? I fuppofe ’tis evident, that 
dache foul is effectually called, & therefore actually & 
firftly curned from darknes to light, from the power 
Hot Satan unto God. Firft from darknefs;then unto 
MWight ; firft from the power of Saran, then unto 
AiGodsas isevident by the Apoftles own words, Ai. 
926.18. where he metpesicas y lets down the won- 
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ne nn eet eee nnn Sn ‘ 
~~ tderfull works of ‘Chrifts grace by his miniftery ¢ 
the firltis to turnthem from darkneffeto light 5 \' 
frome Satans power unto God , which are the two |) 
parts of veeation, that they may recetve forgivenes \| 
of fons in juttification, (vocation being a meanes'to 7) 
chis end) that they may receive az exherstance 1 | 
| glorification among fuch as being: juftified are |) 
fantified all by faith in bis zame, The Apoftle | 
doth notfay, that-he wasto return men to light and |} 
unto God, and fo turn them from darknels & from |} 
the power of Satan, ( though this 1s true in fome || 
fence) buthe was firft to tarn from darknefle and |} 
Satan, and foro return them tnrolight, and God in 
Chrift. For how is it-poflibleto bee turned unto {| 
Chrift, and yetthen alfoto be turnedto finand Sa. || 
can 2. Doth it not emply a contradiction, to bee |) 
turned coward finne (which is ever from Chrift) }) 
and yet to bee turned toward Chrifttogether 2 All | 
Divines affirme generally , thatin the working of} 
Faith. the Lord makes the foule w#4éng to. have}!} 
Chritt, Pfzd,1 10.2.3, butwithall chey afhirm, that}'| 
of unwilling he makeswilling, and therefore it fol-|'] 
lowes, thatthe Lord mutt firft remove that unwil- |? 
lingnefle, beforeitcan be willing, it being impoffi-|\ 
ble to be both willing and unwilling together, 
Whether the canfe ofall that counterfeit coyn and|}| 
hypsécrifte in this profesfing Age, doth ner arife}, 
from this root, vzz, not having this wound atfirft,!' 
but onely fome trouble for finne without feparation |) 
from it,{ore throwes withourdeliverance frem fine |’ 
isnot rhisthe death of moft, if not allwicked men}} 
living @ how many are there that clafpe about] 
Chrift,& yet prove enemics to the croffe of Chrift; |' 
fall from Chrift fcandaloufly or feeretly after ward? |" 
| What is the reafon of-it?. Certainly , if the Lord 
had cut chem off from their fin, taey had never fala) 
. tal" 
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SS a 
ii |to everlafting bondagein fin again; but there the, 7 a 
| Spirit of God forfook them, the Lord not owning}: i 
fo much love tothem. Confider ferioufly why the i 

4 {tony and thorny-ground-hearers, 7Zat,1 3, came if 
to nothing in ther growth of feeming faith and | 
fanQtification; was the fault inthe {ced ? Noyerily,| | 
but only in the ground; the one was broken, but not 
deep enough, the other was broken deep, butnot 
lj) through enough, the roots ef thornschoked them, 
il) the lutts-and cares of the world were not deftroyed 
firft, and therefore they deftroyed that ground. eae 
Il) conclude therefore withthat of Jeremy, Break} © 4e3e 
np your fallow grounds, feckto the Lord to break ghar” | 

them for you, andfow not among thornes,take heed ie 

of {uch brokenneffe which removes nocthe thorns we 

of finfull fecret ftubbornnefle, /ef the wrath of the let 

Lord break out againft jeu, and burne that none : 

can quench it, Doe notcut oft John Baptifts head,| 

you that can be content to heave him gladly, and do 
I any things, buthe muftnot touch your Herodi- 
| ws , and make a divorcethere , but fuffer hinato 
Ml. come iz the {pirit o& power of Eliahnay of Chrift 
fi {up your 
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ie actuall faith is never Wrought in the foul, till 


valleys; make your crooked rough wayes {mooth; 
that you fee the glory of the Lord Jefis, without 
which he fha]l be ever hid from! you, Cry you faith- 
full fervants ofthe Lord,that 4lflelh ts grafs, & all 


the glory of man,otin,of world, zs a wet hered flow- 


| The evidence of this truth in thé generall, put 


bleffed and learned Pemsble upon another way ; for 


| when he perceived (ashimfelfe confeffeth) tharitis 
the generall do Ctrine of all Orthodox Divines,viz. 


befide the fupernaturall aun aatlon of the muinde, 


2 the 


_er; thatthe Lord Jefusmay berevealed ever freth;| 
iW and {weet, and precious, in the eyes of the Saints, 
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the will beallo firit freed in part from its nacurall | | 
perverinefle, (Ged making all men of unwilling, | ~ 
willing) heretypon hee concludes thatthisis done by | | 
the {pirit of Sanctification, and one fupernaturall | | 
quality of holineffe uniyerfally infufed itr all the | 
powers of the foule at once ;- fo that the fpirit in- 
{tantly firlt fanctifiesvs, and puts life inus$ then it} 
astsin dorrow for, and deteftationof fin, and {lowe | } 
come actually to beleeve, And becaufe he fore-faw | 
the blow, vz. chacinthis way, Chriftiansare fan- | 

étified before they be juftified ; heanlwers, Ycs, | 
we are juttified declaracively after this. | 


~ Others (who follow him) anfwer more roundly, 


viz, that weare fanctified before we are really and 4 
actually jultified, and herein differ from him, - | 
~ Now when it isobjectedagainft this vz. that| | 
‘our vocation is that which goes before our juftifica-| | 


tion, fanctification being a part of glorification)” 
following after, Rom,8, 30. Herenpon fome o-| |) 
thers (treading i his fteps) affirm, that vocation is} 
the fame with fanctification, and not comprehend- | | 
-ed with glorification, 4 Sea Oe 
Orhetrs perceiving the evill of this errour, viz, to | | 
place fanttification before juftification, good fruits | | 
beforea gocd tree, they doe thereforedeny any fay-| | 
ing work, whether of yecation or fanstification,be- | 
fore juftification, And hence on the other extream, | 
they doe place a Chriftians juftification, before his} 
faith in yocation, or holineffe in his fanctification ; 


\ {o that by this laft opinion a Chriftian is not ju/t2 fi- 


ed by faith, (which was Pals phrafe) butrather} | 
(as he {aid wittily and wilely) fatthed by hes jufte~| 
featior, Before 1cometo cleare the truthin thele| ; 
{pirituall myfterics ; let this onely beremembred,] ; 
ciz. That Sanctification, which Pemble calls our | 
fpirituall life, may betaken twowayes $ | 

pa Largely. A 


are 2. Strictly, . , 

1, Largely,torany awakenings of con(cience,or 
acts of the Spiriz of life,8¢-fo tistrue, we are quickn- 
ed by thefe acts,& fo ina large fenfe fanctified firlt, 
2, Strictly, for chofe habits of che lite of holinefle 


_ which are oppofite to the body of deathin us; and 
that weare not firlt fanctified before we are jufti- 
if fied inthis fenfe, we fhall manifeft by andby, On- 


ly let me begin to fhew theerrour of the laft opini- 


Wf onfirft, vz, 1, Phat a Chriftian is not fir(t jutti. 
lll fyed before faith, or vocation, may appear thus: 

Wt. Itis profefledly crofleto the whole current of} . 
Mf Scripture; which faith, Wee are ju/tified by faith, 


_and theretore not before faith ; and to fay that the 
| meaning offlich phrafes is, chat weare juftilyed de- 
Claratively by faith, orto our fenfe & feeling 2 fo- 


\\ll 70 confcéentie, isa meerdeyice; for our juftitycati- 
ij onis oppofed to the {tate of unrightcoufnels & con- 
i. demnation going before, which condemnation is 
not only declarative & in the court of Conlcience, | - 


but reall, & inthe court of Heayen $ Fer fo faith the 


Scripture exprefly; oka 3.18, Hee that beleeveth | 


not, 15 condemned already ;and ver, 36.1 be wrath 
Of God abidethon him :and Gal, 3,22. The Scrip- 


I ture (which is the fentence in Gods Court) hath 


concluded all ander finne, ‘ence a {econd argu- 
| mentarifeth, | 

2. Ifa man be juftifyed before faith, then an actu- 
| aliunbeleever is f{ubjeétto no condemnation ; but 
| this is exprefly crofstotheleteer ofthe text, Ze that 
\beleeus not ds condemned already, [oh.3 18, G& the 
| wrath of God doth lye upon him. ‘The tubjectsot 
non-condemnationarethole that be in Chrift, by 
faith, Ro.8,1.not out of Chrift by unbelief. Ro11. 


F 3 | death, 


/ 
| 


: 


} 20,there isindecd a merited juftitycation by Chrifts | 


vist 
¥ t. Largely. 
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death, and a virruall or exemplary juftification in }4 
Chrifts refurrection, as in our Head and Surety 5} 
and boththefe were before not onely our faith, but }/; 
our very being, burto fay that we are therefore act= jj, 
ually juftified before faith, becaufe our jultificati~}) 
onwas merited before we had faith, givesusa juft}ii 
ground cf affirming that wee areactually fanctifi-}}| 
ed whiles we are inthe ftate of nature unfanétified, |\ 
Ephef.2.t. becaufe our fandtification was meri-}} 
ted by Chriftbefore wehadanybeinginhim, || 
We mutt indeed be made good trees by faith in }|| 
Chrifts righteonfnefle, before wee can bring forth), 
any goed fiuics of holinefle. God makes us not} 
good trees without being in Chrift by faith, no, 
more then we are bad trees in contracting ddams 
uilt without our being firft in him ; God giyesus}| 
a his Sonne (offered in the Gofpel, and received |} 
by faith) and then gives usall other things with him; | 
he doth not juftifie us without giving ushis Sonne 


; sepa > 
but having firft given him, gives us this alfe, “ 


a 
oH 


2, That fanétification, doth not goe before iu 


ftification, may appearthus : || 
1, If guiltof Adams finne goc before original | 
pollution, Roms. 5.12, thenimputation of Chriits,| 
'| righteoufnefle betore renewed tanctification, | 
2, To place {ardtification before juftification, | 
is quite croffe tothe Apoftles practile, (whichis our | 
patcern ) who firft fought to be found in C hrift,,| 
Phil, 3. 9, (in the work of union) ct having bw) 
owne righteoufneffe in the worke of juftification) 
(which in order followes that ) that hee may then | 
know hing in the power of his death and refurrettia | 
onin {an@tification (here Comes in fan tification) | 
if by any meaues hee might attaine to therefurre-) 
Elion of the dead in glorification, (the laft ofall.) — || 
3. This is quite croffeto the Apofiles sey | 
which! 
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hich makes juftification the caufe of fanctificati- 
on,and therefore mutt needs goe beforeiit, Rom. 5. 
asfin goes before fpirituall and eternalldeath, 10 
righteoufnefle goes before {pirituall life in fanctifi- 
Wcation, andeternalllife in glory : the Lord holds 
iW forth Chrift inthe Gofpell firtt as our propitiation, 
MM Rom,3.2.4,. and then comes dying to /i7, and living 
Wl to God in tanctification, chap.5.1. Holineffe is the 
if end ofouractuall reconciliation, C ol, 1+2Ts225 

4, If fan@ification goe before juttifyeation by 


| 
I 


faith, then a Chriftians communion with Chrift, 
goes before bis-union to him by faith; but our ani- 
M on is the foundation of communion, and it is im- 
I posfible there fhould be communion without fome 
precedent union, 1 Cor, 1.30. (hrift 2 made 
vighteonfuelfe and fanttification 5 wnto whom ?} 

I ccade the beginning of the verfe, and you {hall fee, 

i it ts only to thole that be in C brift, which is by faith 
1 ' Letnione fay here (as fomedoe) that we haye unt 
MA onto Chrift, firft by the Spirit, without faith, in or- 
i der going before faith’ For under ftanding of which, 
let us alittle confider of cur union unto Chrift; Our 
union to Chrift isnot by: the effentiall prefcnce of 

the Spirit, for that isin every mati, as the Gedhead 
iseyery where, in whom we live and moye. This 
iscoinmon tothe moft wicked man, nay to the 
vileft creature in the world, Hence ir follows that 

MM our unionisby fome act of the Spirit peculiar to 
| the Elect (who only fhall haye communion with 
| Chrift) working fome reall change inthe foul, (for 
| ofreall, not relative union ] now {peake) thisact 

AN | caiinot be thole firft acts of the {pirit of bondage: 
| (forthey are common unto reprobates) they are 
| thercfore fuch actsas are effentiallunto the nature 
of union. Now looke asdifurtion, is the disjuncti- 
M9 |.onor feparation of aay things one from another; 
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fo union isthe conjunction or joyning of them to- |i 
gether, thar were before fevered. Hence tharact of }|) 
the Spiricin uniting us to Chrift , can be nothing |}; 
elfe but the bringing back thefoule unto Chrift, or} 5} 

{| the conjunction of the foule unto Chrift , and} 
into Chrift, by bringing it back to him, that before | |i 
thislay like a dry bone in the valley feparated from | | 
bir. Thns, 1 Cor.6.17. Hethat ys j0ned, or (as }\ 
the wordfignifies) glewedtothe Lord, zs one (parit \\ 
with him. (he Spirit therefore bringsus tothe Lord }}| 
Chrift, and fo wearein him. Now the comming of \i4 
the foule toC hraft,what is itbutfaith? Fohn 635.) ) 
Outs union theretere is by faith, not withoutit: for} 4 
by it onely we that were once feparated from him i 
by finne, and efpecially by wzbeliefe, Heb. 3,12.) 
are now come not onely unto him, as iron unto the}; 
load-fione, fohz 6, 37. but { which is moft near) | | 
into him, as branches into the vine, & fo grow one |} 
with him ; and hence thofe phrafes in Scripture, ta} 
beleeve in C brift, or tato Chriff, 1 {peake nor this }\j 
as if we were united to Chrift without the Spirit on | | 
bis part; ( for the conjunétion of things leverall | || 
mu{t be mutuall, if it be firm) I only thew that we | || 
are notunited before faith by the Spiricunco Chrift; |; 
but that wee are by faith (wrought by che Spirit) } | 
whereby onour parc wee are firft conjoyned unto | ; 
him: & then on his part he by the perfon of the Spi- | | 
rit is moft wonderfully uniteduntous, The Spirit} | 
puts forth variety of actsin the foul;as itacts us to} . 
good works, *tisthe fpirit of obedtence-; asit infu-) ) 
{eth habits of grace, fo *tisthe {pirst of fantlifica- |) 
tion; as it affifts us continually , and guides usto} | 
our end, and witnefleth favour, ’tisthe foirst of a-| | 
doption ; as it works fears of deathand hell, *tisthe| | 
Spirit of bondage; butasit drivesus from finne to}; 
‘Chrift, fo°cis the fpérat of nnion; andtherefore to} 
ee i ores | “Imaging| 
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imagine union before and without faith by the Spi- 
Wit, is buta fpiric indeed, which when you come to 
Feelit, you shall finde it nothing, without fleth, or 
Hbones, or finews, As our marriage union to Chrift 
uft haye sa as of faithon our part,wrought by 
Miche Spirit,or elfethe Lord Jefus isa vain futor tous; 
(onow the Spirit on Chrifts part muft apprehend 
out faith; & dwell in us,who otherwife {hal fudden- 
lygoa whoring from him : 1 Pet.1.§ Eph,3.17. 
I 3s That Vocation is not all one with Sanctifi- 
cation, may appear thus * ie | 
--1, Vocation isbefore Juftification, Rov.8. 30- 
But San¢tification is not before Jultification, as 
iil we have proved, & therefore thev are not the fame. 
_ 2, Sanétificarion is the end of Vecation, 17 def. 
4.7» Therefore it isnot the fame withit, — 
3, Fairhis the principall thing in vocation - The 


30 


: 

NM 

M firft part of it being Gods cali, the fecond part 
MW being our anfwer to thac call, or incomming at, 
MW chatcalls Jer. 3..22. Now faithis no part of San- 
It Stification ftrictly taken, becaufe it is the meanes 
IW and inftrument of our Tuftification and Sanctifica- 
Ml ion, Aéts 26.18, Our hearts aretaidto be purt- 
Il fed by faith; Atts 15, 9. not out lives onely in 
WN, theactsof holinefle and purity , buc our hearts in 
NM the habituall frame ofthem, Jf live by rhe fasth of 
IN) the Sonne of Ged, faith Paul, We paffe from death 
| 


\ to Lefe by faith, Lobn 5.24. theretore it isno pitt ot) 20» 


| our fpirituall lite 5 Yow well not came tome (whichis 
faith) that you may have life, lobn 5,40, 1 ohn. 

Ill $0.51, therefore faith isthe inftrumentall means of 
Nt Jife,and therefore no part of our life : as faith comes 
HH) by hearing, and therefore bearing isno parc of faith; 
| {o Juftification comes by taith, and therefore no 
i pare of Sanétification ; all onr life both of Ju- 
{ification and Sanétification is laid up in 
Chri 
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plot fhall never be had but comming to Chrift tor | 
Hit, Hob. 7.25. elfegrace and Chrift fhould not be If 
{omuchdifhonoured, Rom 4,16, It 2 of F aith, \ 
that it might be of Grace; Sanctification therefore / 
isthe grace applyed by faith, faich the grace apply - |' 
ing ; by commingto Chrifffor it, weehayeic; and} 
therefore have ft not, when firft we come. eC | 
_ Tam forry to be thus large inleffe practical mat. | 
ters; yet Ihave theugbr it not unulefull, but very |" 
comfortable to a poor pafflenger,not onely to know |!) 
his journeys end, and the way in generall to it, but-}' 
alto the feverall Stadiaor Towns heeis orderly to | 
paffe through; there is much wifedome of Godto |! 
be feen not onely in hisworke, but in his. manner, 
and order of working ; for want of which, I fee |! 
| many Chriftians in thefe days fall very foulely into |! 
erroneous 2pprehenfions in their judgements, the |' 
immediace ground of many errours in practife ; the |" 
objections made againft what hath been delivered, |' 
are forthe principallot them an{wered ; the maine | 
end, (my beloved) of propounding thefe things is, |’ 
‘thae you wouldleok narrowly to your union, Oh |') 
take heed you mifle notthere - if you clofe with |‘ 
Chrift, belicvein Chrift, and yet not cut off from |'| 
your fin, vx, thatfpiric of refiftance of Chrift, you }' 
areusterly andeternally undone . thes the con- |") 
dewsnation of the world, notthat men love darknes |" 
wholly, and hate light, but thar they love darkwefs |" 
more then light; notthatthe unclean {pirét ie not | 
gone ott, but that he isnot fo caft out, as wever tove- |" 
turn again; the woundof allmen, yea, the belt of } ’ 
men that profeffe Chrift,& yet indeed out of Chrift, | | 
lyesin this : they were never fevered from their fin |" 
, | by all their prayers, teares, fears, forrows; & hence |! 
they nevertruly come to Chrift : and hence perith | 
ta their fin, : * Trouble}. 
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| Trouble me no moretheretore in asking Whe- 
Wicher 2 Chriftian isin a ftate of happineile or mife-| 
ry inthiscondition ? Lanfwer, hee ispreparatively 
juhappy, heis now paffing from death to lite, though 
Mnotas yet wholly paffed : Nor yety whether there 
Nis any faving work before union ? I anfwer, No ; 
lifor what is faid, is one neceflary ingredient to the 
working up of our union, as cutting off che branch 
from the old ftock, is neceflary to the ingrafting it 
into,the new ; indeed, wéthout faith it vs inmpoffible 
to pleafeGod; nerdoe J fay that this worke doth 
pleafe s 2, e. 1¢doth not pacify God, (tor that is pro-| 
per to Chrifts perfect righteoufnefte received by 
ji. Faith) yet as it isa work of his own Spirit upon us, 
‘II icis pleafing to him ; (as the after-work of Sancti- 
I) fication is)chough it neither doth pacify him; nor do 
Lfeehowrhis doCtrineis any way oppofite to the 
free offer of grace, and Chrift, becanfe it requires 
J ao more feparation from fin, then that which drives| 
MW chem unto Chrift s nay, whichislefle, thatmakes 
| chem (by the power of the Spirit not refift,but yield | 

to Chrift ; thathe may come untothem and draw 
i] chem ¢ you cannot repent nor convert your felyes ; 

| Be converted therefore, faith Peter, Alis-3.19. 
that you may receive remisfion of fins ; and in this 
offer the Spirit works; and verily he chat cantruly | - 
‘receive Chrift without that fen{e of mifery as fepa- 
-rateshim from hisfin, (as explained to you) lethim 
beleeve norwithftanding all that which is faid ; and 
the God of heaven fpeak peaceto him; his Faith 
Hi} fhallnottrouble me, if hee be fure it fhallner one 
Ay day deceive himfelfe. , 
TH] Of lamentation for the hardneffe of menshearts’ 7/,2, 
Nl) inthefe times: asit is faid che Lord Jelus mourned | 
) when hee faw the hardueffe of the peoples hearts, 
| Marke 3.5« are there not tome fojfar from this, . 
7 | chat 
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“‘tharthey take pleafure in their fins, they.are fugarf] 
under their congues, as {weetas fleep, nay, as their) | 
| lives 2and youcome to pull away cheir limbs when ff 
yau come to pluck away their finnes 3 though they |) | 
have broke Sabbarhs, neglected prayer, defpifed || 
the Word, hated and mocked at the Saints, beene} 
ftubborn totheir parents, cur{t and fwore, ( rhich fF 
made Peter goe owt and weep bitterly) though luft-| | 
full & wanton, (which broke Davids boxes though}! 
guilty of more finnesthen there be motes in the Sun| i! 
or Stars itl heaven, though their fins be crim fon, and || 
fill heayen with their cry, and all the earth with their | | 
burthen, yetthey mourn not; never did it one hour} | 
together ; nay, they cannot doe it, becaufe they will} } 
not; if youare weary andloaden, where are your} 
unutterable. groans? if wounded and bruifed,where | | 
are your dolorous complaints ? if fick,whereis your || 
equity fora Phyfitian? if fad, where are your tears, | 
in the day, inthe night, morning and evening alone} | 
by your {clves, and in company. with others ? Oh] | 
how great isthe wrath of God, hardning fo many || 
thoufands at thisday ! whence comes it that Chrift] 
is not prized but from this fenfelefneffe ? name any | 
reafon, why the blefled Gofpel of 'peace,and all the | 
{weet promifes of life are undervalued, buc.from |} || 
hence : and what doe you hereby poore creatures, | 
but onely aggra vate your fins, and make thofe that} || 
are little, exceeding great inthe eys of Gad? whence 4 
| 


itisthatyou treafure up wrvth againftthe day of 
wrath, Rom. 2,2, 3.4.5. Thishardnefle is that 
which bluntsthe edge of Gods Ordinances,whence | | 
Gods poore Minifters fit forrowfull in their Clo- - 
fets , feeing all Gods feed loft upon bare Rocks:] 
Oh thisisthe conditionof many a man, and which | ’ 
is moft gearfull, the meanes which fhould make the { | 
heart fenfible, make it more proud and unfenfible, | | 


4 
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Mire and Sydow, and Sodom, are more fit to mourn, 
Hhen Chorafia and Capernanm that have enjoycd 
umbling meaneslong, Nay, how many be there 
Mhat mourn out their mournings, confefie out their 
Honfeffions, and by their owne humiliations grow 
More fenfelefle afterward 2 Did we ever live in a 
Hore impenitent fecure age? wee fhall feldome 
Hpeet with with one broken with fin, but how few 
Ire broken fromfinalfo? And hence it is many a 
Hell Cedar that were fer down inthe Table- Book 
ar cohyerted men, once much humbled, and now 
comforted; flay but a few yeares, you fhall fee 
Bore dangerous finnes of a fecond growth; one 
Murnsdrunkard, another coyerous, another proud, | 
t inother a Seétary another a very dry leaf,avery for- 
Mmalift ; another full of humorous opinions, another 
Baden with {candalous lufts /woto you that lament 
Mot now; for you fhall mourn. Doft thou think 
Fhat Chrift fhould ever wipe off thy tears that fhed- 
Mideft none acall? Doft thou thinke to reap in joy; 
Mehat foweft noc with thefe fhowers? verily God 
Mxill make his Word good, Prev.29.1. He that 
oardens his owne heart , {halt perijh fuddenty ; 
Mhear this you {ecure forrowlefle finners, if ever 
Gods hand. be ftretcht out fuddenly againft thee, in 
b blafting thy eftare, fnarching away thy children,the 
MN wife of thy bofome, the husband of thy delight; in 
#) Raining thy name, vexing thee with debts and crof- 
)} {es, fharpand fore, or lingring ficknefies ;, know 
M} that allthis comes uponthee fora hard heart - but 
Oh mourne for it now you Parents , Children, 
fervants, the Tokens of death are upon you ; 
MW) defire the Lord to breake your hearts for 
V you: lye under Gods Hammer, bee not a- 
bove the word, and {uffer the Lord to takeaway 


| that which grieves him moft, eyen thy {tony heart, 
: becaufe 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
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| becaufe it grieves the leaft_: meditate much of thy] 
wofull condition, chew the bitter pill; remember, 


death and rotting in the grave, that many are now} 
Jin hell for thy fins, that Chrift muft dye,or thou dy¢] 
for the Jeaft fin; remember hew patient and long} 
fuftering the Lord hath bintochee , and how long i 
_ {he hath groaned under thy burthen, that it may beJ} 
thongh he would, yet he cannot bear the load long }} 
letthefe things be mufed on,chat hy heart may be at}| 
laft forrewfull before icbe too late. But ohthe fad) | 
eftate of many with us, that can mourn for any evil, | 
except it be for the greateft, finne and death, and| 
wraththatlyeuponthem, | ee 
 Ofexhertation . Labour forthis fenfe of mife- | 
ry, for this {piritot compunétion : how can you | 
beleeve in Chrift, that feelnot your mifery without | 
him 2 a broken Chrift cannot doe thee good withe ; | 
ourabroken heart; bee afflicted and mourn yee J 
finners, turn your laughter into mourning, tremble {} 
co think of that wrath, which burns downe to the | 
| bottom of hell, and under which the eternal Sonne.|| 
of God fweat drops of blood : great finnes which | 
thou knoweftthouartgnilty of, caufe great guile, |) 
and great hardneffe of heart, and there i 


ore are {el- |) 
dome forgiven or fubdued without great affliction |) 
of{pirit; they haye loaded the Lord long,they muft 
load thee. Little fnnesare utually flighted, and ex-]. 
tenuated , and therefore the Lord accounts them |. 
great; and therefore thy foule mutt be in bitter- | | 
nefie far thern, before the Lord will paffe them by: | 

it is not every trouble that will ferve the turn ; look | | 
that it be fuchas feparates thy foul from fin, or elfe i 
it will feparate between thy foule and God, Iknow | | 
it is not inyour power to break your own hearts, } 
no more then to make the rocks to bleed, yet re. | | 
member hethat bids thee caf? up awd prepare the} 


a — — 
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Pe of the Lord,he hath promifed that every monez- 
ain [bali be brought low, and the crooked wayes 
Wprrade plaine, andthe rough (mooth,and the valleys 
¢hed 3 He onely can doe st for thee, and will doe ic 
ror fome, it may be for thee; hee rhat broke the 
ipeartof AZanaff[eh and Paxl afer their bleed and | 
plafphemies, when they never defired any fuch 
hing, he can breake thine much more when thou 

| urt defiring him todee it forthee; here are many 
(pF you that fear you werenever humbled nor bur- 
| 


Mbened enough; I fay fear it {tul, fear left there be a 
(tone inthe bottom, not fo asto difceurage & drive 
thy heart from Chrift , but foas to feel a greater 
need of his grace to foften thy heart, and cotakethy 


fenfle{nefle 2way : the Lord doth purpofely com- 


| 


! 


mand thee to plough apthy fallow ground,that thou 
Mnighteft feel chy impotengy fo todoe, and cometo 
him to takeitaway % every thing will harden thee 
Wmaoreand more, untillthe Lord come and take thy 


e 
| (teny heartaway by his owa hand : all Gods kind- 
Mnefle will make thee more bold to fin, and all Gods 
Hijudgements more fierce and obftinate in finne, un- 
Michie the Lord put tohishand ; if Pharaohs heart 
: foftned for a time, it willgrow hard again, if the 
‘WLordtake itnotaway : [he meanes'therefore for 
thee co get thiscompunction. is, 1, To feel the evil 
of thy hardheart; no furer token of Reprobatien 


ll 


‘ichen hardnes,if continued in; efpecially for thy heart 
to grow hard under or after foftning means , as it 
‘Mwasin Pharaoh, 2, Tolookuprothe Lord in all. 
3) Ordinances, that he would take itaway. 

Have not you great caufe of abundant thankful- 
néfle, into whofe heartsthe Lord hath let in feares 
and forrows, concerning your eitates ? the blinde 
world looks uponall troubles of confcience as temp- 
tations of the deyill to de{paire, andthe very way to 
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run mad; and¢onfider whatthe Lord hath done for |/| 
youthat have fuch - what if the Lord had left you 
without all feeling, as thofe in Ephe, 4.194 what if ||| 
the Lord had {mitten you with @ {piret of /lumber, || 
asthofe, Rom. 11, 8. would not your eftate haye}|, 
been then lamentable 2 and haye you no heartsto ||} 
acknowledge hisunfpeakable goodnefle in a wea- || 

Jkening of you, ‘in fhaking thy very foundations ? ||, 
doft thou think that any ever had fucha hard heart || 
asthouhatt? doft not fay fo in fecret before the || 
Lord fometimnes ? Oh then what rich grace is this] 
to givethee any fenfe and feeling of thy fin and dar={) 

| ger by it, though ir be never fo little in chine eyes 1] 


fomethink thele terrorsarea judgement; itistrue, | 
if they were meerly imaginary, or worldly and det- |} 
perate; but faiththe Apoftle, 2 Cor. 7.7. 1 thank |, 
God made you forry, Suppofe thy forrow fhould } 
be only in regard ofthe punifhment of fin; yet this], 
is the Lords goodneffeto makethy heart fo tar fen-|) 
fible ; that once didit goe likea beaft ro the flaugh-|., 
cer, fearing nodanger at all 5 the yery meanes to] 
priz¢ favour from God, isto feel wrath, (as well as | 
fin) andthe very reafon why the Lord hathilet thee | 
feel thy punifhment heavy, is, that thy foul might || 
feel the evill of fin, by confidering that if the-frizits be |, 
fo bitter, what isthen the caufe ? bee not therefore] 
weary ot thy burthen, foas to think the Lord powrs}: 
out his vengeance oa thee while thy trouble re-|) 
maines: Oh confider that this is the hand of the 
Lord Jefus, and chat he is now about te faye thee, || 
when he comes to work any compuné¢tion in thees|| 
efpecially fuch, as whereby hee doth not onely cut 
thy heart wich feares and forrowes,but cut thee off | 
from thy fin; fo far onely as humbles thee & drives}, 
thee tothe Lord Chriftto take them away. And fo 
L-come to the third particular of Humiliation. |) 
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Humiliation. 


1 / 
; icayes off his work before he hath fully finifhed it, 
ind therefore having thus wounded a poor finner he 
poesontohumble him alfo 3 for though ina large 
enfe_a wounded contrite finner is an humble fin- 
ner, yet {tri@ly taken there is a great difference be- 
rweene them ; and thereforehe is faid to dvell with 
We contrite and humble, t.e. not only with thofe 
Mehat be wounded with finne, but humbled for finne; 
Hepat it is-Certajne the fouleis {eldome or neyer 
= ffe tually wounded, but it is alfo humbled at the 
ametime, A man may be wounded fore even tn- 
| 0. death, and yer the pride of the man is fuch that 
Hhce will not fall down before hima that fimices him : 
O it is with many a poore finner, the Lord hath 
WM orely wounded him that he will refilt no more, yet 
1¢ will rather flie to his duties to heale him , or dye 
tlone and finke under his difcouragements, then 
| Pa O beloved, man muft down, before the 


9) 40.5.6.7. the glory ofthe Lord is promiled to 
5 ued | : ite vitae tee mutt beufed for 
pbs end ? Cry faith the Lord : what [ball I cry? 
Pies the Lotd anfwers, that allfle(h w graffe,and 
Wibat che glory of it fades,and that the people are this 
Bly affe, é.e. not only that mens fins are vile, but that 
hemfelves alfoare grafle; nay, their glory and ¢x- 
Hicllency is withering and fading ; and therefore 
jot onely mountaines mult be pull’d down, but all 
lefh,and the glory of it wither, before the Lord fhall 
be revealed, Fg OVE} 
I fhall briefly open thefe fourethings ¢ - 
ee ‘ 1. Wha 


He Lord J efus haying thus broken the heart by | 
Hi, + compunction, is not likea foolifh builder that 


ord Chrift willtake himup ; andtherefore in E- | 
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1. Whatisthis humijiation. 


2, Whatneed there is of it... | 
3. What meanes the Lord ufeth to work {iq 
; i. : tebe aanrintes Wipe Cee as a | 
4, VVhat n eafure of it is here requi-|pi 
2 Y ted: PSSA SOUL G! (1S Pas ag TO Aaah 
Whatisthishamiliagjon? 

Look as pride isthacfin,whereby a man conceit= Ij 
ed of fome good in himfelfiand fecking tome exeel-|}) 
lency to himfelfe, exalts himfelfe above God ;_ fo fi 
Humiliation (in this place) is that work of the Spi- |} 
rit, whereby the foul being broken off from felte-}}\ 
conceit, and felf-confidence in any good it hath or}\ 
doth, fabmitteth unto, or lyeth under God, to be} 
difpofed of as hepleafech, 1 Pet. 5.6, Levit. 26. |i 
41, That look ascompunétion cuts the finnet off 
trom thacevill that is inhim, fo humitiation cuts it}! 
off from all high conceits, and felfe-confidence, of 
that good which isin him, or which he feeks might {i 
be in Himjand fothe foulisabafed before God! | |! 
What need orneceffity isthere ofthis? ~Becaufe}i} 

E-. When the Lord hath wourded the hearts off!) 

his Elect, this is the immediate work of their hearts, 

\ Of the Lord prevent them not by his grace, as many|" 
times he doth) they look to what good they have, or}! 
if they finde littleor none, they then{eek for!ome}! 
inthemfelycs , that thereby they may heale cheir 
wound, becaufe they think thus, that as their finnes | 
bave provoked God toanger againft them, {0 if 

‘| now they can reform and leave thote fins, or ifnoat, ' 
repent aud be forry forthems if now they pray, and|! 
hear, and doe as others doe, they have fome hope} 
that this will heal cheir wound, and pacifie the Lord' 
towards them 3 whenthey lee there is no-peace in: 

a finfullcourfe, they will therefore try if there be a- 
‘ny to be found ina good courfe ; And lookas ei 
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dam when hee iaw his own fhame and nakednefle, 
hid himtelte from God in the bufhes, and covered 
hisnakedneffe with fig-leaves; fo the foule net be= 
J), ing able to endure to {ee its owne nakedneffe and 
‘vilenefle, not knowing Chrift Jefus, and he being 
fartofeek, doth theretore labour to ‘cover his wic- 
} kednefleand finfulnefle which now hee fecles, by 
Wj fome ot thelefig-leaves. Andhence, Micah 6.7, 
i they enquire wherewith they (hould come befare the 
4 Lord, fhould they bring révers of oy/, or thotifanas 
WN of Lambs, orthe firft born of their bedy to rentove 
ibe (:2of their foule ? Pauldidaccountthefe du- 
i ‘les Gaze, and fet them at a high rate, becaufe hee 
a thought char God did fo himfelfe : When the Lord 
ath wounded the foule, the firft voyce it {peaks, is, 
i) What fhall I doe? Doe? faith Confcience, Ieave 
i} chy fins, do as wellas others, doe withall thy might, 
fy and ftrength, pray, heare,and confer, God accepts 
of good defires, and requires no more of any man 
i butcto doe what he can, Hence the {cule plyes both 
cares, though againft wind and tide, and {trives,and 
ii wraftles with his fins,and hopes one day to be bet- 
iter, and here he refts. And obferve it, lookeas fin 
ishis greate(t evill,fo the cafting away of hisfinnes, 
‘bes feeking tobe better, isvery fweet to him ; and 
Ap being fo weet, refts in whathe hath, and feekes for 
#y what he wants,and {o hopesall will be well one day, 


without Chrift, nor cannot reft on him, though hee 
@yhath heard of him a thonfand times, And hence it is 
if chey cannot doe any thing to eaferhemfelves,then 
their hearts fink,or icmay be quarrel] with God,that 
hemakesthern nor better. But beloved, it is won- 
Bidetfull co fee how many times men reftin a litle 
they haye, and doe, 
_ 2. But whiles it is thus withthe foul, he isuncap- 
. G 2 able 


2nd fo ftayes here; alchough ( God knowes) it be | 
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able of Chrift; for he thatrcufts co other chings to] 1] 
| ave him, or makes himielfe his owne Saviour, er| fi 
re(isin hisdanes withouta Saviour, hee cannever) 
have Chuft to favehim, Rom. 9,3 2 itisfaid, the} 
Jeweslott Chrills righgeou(nels,becanfe they fought) 
7t not:by faith, buttoughc falyation by their owne} i 
rightcoulnetie, Herhat maketh fich bw army, (as!) 
all duties and endeavours ofman be, when tufted | } 
co) the Lordiaith, Curfed be that man, Fer, 1758} | 
6. Onely the Lord dothnot leave his Elect here 5) }} 
he that ts mariyed unto the Law,R002,7«,ca nnet be | 
matcht unto. Chrift, till hee be firft divoreed, not} | 
from the duties themfelves, but from trufting to} 4 
chem, & refting inthem. And therefore faith P aal, | 
Lthroughthe Law amdeadtest,that Lmixht live) 
unto God, Hee chat trufteth to riches cannot enter | (4 
into the Kingdome of heayen, no more then a Ca-} 
mel] through a needk’s eye, becaufe it is too big for |! 
fonarrow aroome : fohe thactrufteth tohisdutics |” 
and abilitics. is too big toenter in by Chrift; they" 
Lord mit cut eff this {pirit, and lay iclow,& make | \ 
‘it Roopas vile before God, before it can haye Chrift} : 
in this eftace; the Lord muft not only curitoff from | | 
‘this {eli-confi dence in dutics, but allo fo farre forth}! 
as that the foul may lye under Ged,to be difpofed of | | 
as he pleafeth, Andthe reafonis, becaufe fuch a foul} 
is unwilling to ftoop,is unhumbled; and hethat is} 
{o,doth not only on his part refift God, butthe Lord | 
allorefifts bin, /am,4, 7.8. And hence you fhall| 
obferve, many 2 one hath laine long under diftrefle |\ 
of confcience, becaufe they have either refted in} 
their duties, which could nor quiet, or becaufe they} 
havenot fo calt off their confidencein them, fo as} 
tolye dewn quictly before God, that hee may doe}! 
what he will with them; being fo long objects of} 
\Godsrefittance, not of bis grace. By whet means} ‘ 
‘doththe Lord work this 20-4 eh | 


| 


1a by the habir of humility, & the vertuc of faith, {ome 


Hhelp from ic) that J might live unto God. 


Ii t. By difcovering the {ecret corruption of the foul). 
[hin every duty, whichit never {aw before ;, It once 


[therein without confeflion of them, or forrow for 
Piciem: bucitalfodid chink that this confeflion, for- | | 


Himake God accept of it ~ but the Law (while the 


Mit begins thus to think, Can thefe be the meanes of | 


— 
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_ Ingenerall, by the Spirit,inamediately acting up-, Azfiv- | 
oh the foul; butafter a Chriftian is in Chrift he hath \ 
| 


power to humble himfelfe; but now the Spirit of 
Chrift dothit inamediately by its own omnipotent ey 
hand; elfe the proud heart would never down ? For - 
werare fittt created tz Chrift (which is by Gods | a 
omnipotent immediate a) auto good wor bs, be=| | 
forewee doe from our felyes, or by the power of 
Faith, put forth good works, Ep4,2.10. Thefe atts 
ot felfe-confidence may-notbe ftirring in all Chri- |’ ye 
{tians; burin all men there:is this frame of {pirir, : pil 
never to come ro Chrift,ifthey can make any thing oe. i 
elle fervetotheale them or fayethem ; and therefore ey 
the Spirie cuts off this {mfull frame ia partin all the 
Ble ; he hewsthe roughnefs and pride of {pirit off, | 
thatit may lye ftill upon the foundation itis now | 
prepared for, Now though the Spirit werks this,” 


yet “cis not without the Word; the Word it works 
chiefly by,is the Law, Gal, 3,19. I through the 
Law am dead to it, (\.e.. from feeking any lite or 


‘Now vhe Law doth this by afoure fold act, 


hought, I‘fhall perifh for my finne, if I continue 


row, and troubke for finne will (erve to faveit, and} 


foule is carneftly friving againft his fine) dif- 
covering the in all thefé there is nothing but finne, 
even fecret finnes itdid never feebefore, hereupon’ 
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faying of me, which being fo finfull, cannot but be 
the very caufes of condemning of me? | aneed 
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Tmiutt perith tor the feaft finne, and now J fee that | 
in all Tdoe,1 can doe nothing elfe but finne, What |} 
made Pawl alive withort tle Law? You thal find, ||| 
Rom. 7.7. it was beeaule be did not know that /fé, || 

_for the fecret concupi{cences and firft rifings ef the} 
{foul to finne, were (ize ? be faw not thefe fecret e- ||| 
_ \vills in all that which he did : and hence hee refted ||} 
in his duties, as one ‘alive without Chrift; but the ||| 
Lord by difcovering this , let him fee what little} 
caufe hee had colift ip his hand, for any good hee} /] 
did : So it ishere, when thefoule feesthar all its| | 
righteoufnefle is a menftruous cloth, polluted with] | 
fin; now cthofe duties which like reeds istrufted ta} 
before, run intothe hand, nay, hearcof a poore fin- | 
ner ; and therefore now itfeeles little caufe of refl- i 
ing onthem any longer : now it fees the infinite], | 
holineffe of God by tne exceeding {piritualnefle of || 
the law, it begins to cryout, How can J fiand or} | 
appear before him with fuch continual pollutions #} : 
2. By irritating of {tirring up of originall cor=| | 
ruption, inmaking more of thatto appeare thene- | | 
ver before; that if the foule thinks, all I doe is de- |’ 
filed with fin, yet my heartis good, and fo it refts|' 
there ; the Lord therefore ftirresthat dungbill, and | | 
lets it {ee a more hellifh nature then ever before, in| | 
that the holy and blefled command of God (to its} | 
feeling) makes ic worfe, more rebellious, more a“ | 
vetfe from God : When the commandement came | 
Jfinne revived, faith Paul, andthatwhichwas for i 
lifewas death to him, fiz taking occafion by the) 
lam: and hence Paulcame tobe (lain.and dyeto\ 
all his felf-comfdence.. It wasone of Luthers firlt |. 
pofitions in oppofing the Popes indulgences, that}. 
Lex & valuntas fint duo averfarti fine gracia| 
trreconctliabiles : for the Law and mang will mee=|_ 
ting together, the one holly, the other corrupt, make 4 
erce} 
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ii fierce oppofition when the foule is, under a lively’ 
Ii work of the Laws; and by chis irritation of the Law, 
i) the Lord hath thisend in his Bie&t, to, make then 
HM feel what wretched heartsthey have, Bccaule that 
Wi whichis in it felfe a meanes of good, Inakes them 
Hi (through mans corruption) more vile to their feel- 
‘ino then ever before; and hence comes thole fad 
complaintson a foule under the humbling hand of 
Chrift, I'am now worle then ever I was, I grow 
Wevery day worfeand worle, Ihave loft what once 
Wi had, J could once pray, and feek God with de- 
light, and neyer well bur when one duty was done. 
to be inanother ; burnow,1I am worfe, all that joy 
and fweetnefle it feeking of him, and in holy walk- 
ing is gone; I.could once mourn tor fin, but now a 
hard heart takes hold of me, that I kave not fo 
muchas a heart to any, ching that is good, nor to} 
fhed a tear for thegreatefteyill. Ic is truc, 1 con- 
fefle you. may grow.(to yous feeling) worle and 
worfe, and itis fit you fhouldfeelit; thar the Lord 
hereby might, pull down your proud heart, and 
Bi make you lye low; itis the Lords glorious wildom 
pito aiteee all your Howers , which refrelhed you 
Bi without Chrilt, chat you might fecla need ot bim ; 
and therefore I fay the Lord pulls away all thole 
broken planks the foul once floated and réfted up- 
‘on, that the foul may fink in a holy defpaireot any 
help from any good irhach; theLord fhakesdewn 
Hall building ona fandy foundation : and, then the 
foul cryes.out, Itis il refiftinghere. 9) tnoy! 
3. Byloading, tyring, and weirying the foule by 
its owne endeavours, noull it can (tir nomore; fot 
this isin every. man by nature; when hefeesthac.all| 
{hedoth is finfull,and alll he hath, his heartand nature | 
tobemoft Gnfull; yerhe will nor yet come.out of) 
himfelt, becaufe he ele though. he be for she is 
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tyred out, and fits down weary, not only of its fin, | 
but of 'itswork, and now cryesout, Lee now wh 
a vile andundone wretch] am, I can doe nothing } 
for Ged or for my felfe, onely 1 can fin and deftrey’ i 
my felf; all that [am is yile,and all that I dois vile, 
now fee that 1am indeed poor, and blind & mi 
ferable, and naked ; andthe truth is, beloved, he ‘ 
cetnes inthe greateft dejections of fpicit; for when} ’ 
the Lord fmites the foule for finne, it hopesthat by}! 
| leaving of fin and doing better ir may doe well; bue |: 
when .icfees that there is no hope here of healing the | 
breach between God and it felf , now%tflls low |. 
indeed - and J take this to be the true meaning of} 


EI 

4 

Mat, 11.28, Yee tha labour, ¢.e. You that are| | 
{ 

{ 
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wearyed in your own way, in fecking reftto your] ° 
foules by your owne hard labour or werks (asthe! ‘ 
word xmiarns fignifies) andare tyred out therein, |’ 
and fo are now /adex indeed with fin and the heavy} ’ 
preflure of that, finding no éafe by all that which: M 
you doe: come to me, faith Chrift, and yor [hal then|. 
findreft wuto your fouls : the Jews feeking toiefta-| 
blifh their own righteoufnes,feeking Vay, ifby any 4 
means they might eftablifh it, loft Chriftsche Lord} ' 
therefore will make his Elest know they fhall feek| 
here for cafe in yaines and therefore tyresthem out, 


H 
t 


li 


+ Sie The Sonnd Beleever, ie 99) 
| ite 4. By cleating up the equity and-juftice of God) — 


| athe Lay, if the Lord fhould never pity nor par- 
: | ion it, nor fhew any refpect or favour to it; for this} 
Is che frame of every mans heart, if he cannot finde} 
eftin his duties and endeavours,as he ence-expect- 
dhe fhould, but feesfinand weaknefle, death and 
fondemnation wrapping’him about (like /ézahs | 
weeds) inall he doth, they his heart finks,and quar- 
cllsandfallg off farther from Chrift by difcourage- 
ment, & grows fecretly impatient chac there fhould 
i mercy left for him, ‘becaufe it chinks now the 
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ords eternal purpofeis to exclade him; for if there | 
rere any thonghrs of peace toward him, he fhould 
nave found peace before now, having fo earneltly & 
sequently foughe the Lord , and haying done fo} 
puch, and forfaken his finfull wayes, according to 
| h ownecommandement from him; and-hence it 

is, you fhall finde ita certaine truth, that che foule is 
Burned back as farre from God by finking difcouta-. 
Hise forrows for fin, asever it wastoa {tate of fecu- 
tity by the pleafares of fin; and hence fometimes 
itthinks it is vainetofeeke any more ,- and hence 
leaves off duties; and if con{cience force této them, 
yet i finksagaine, becaufe its foot is not ftablifhr 
upon the rock Chrift, but upon the weaknefle of the 
waters of itsowne abilities and endeavours ; what 
therefore {houldthe foule doe in this cate,co come 
to God? it knowes not, it cannor; flye from him 
i¢darenot, it fhall not ; the Spirit therefore by r¢- 
vealing how equalland juftic is for the Lord ne- 
ver to tegard. or looke after it more, becaule it 
bathfianed andis ftill fo finfull, makes it hercby 
to fall. down proftrate in the duft before the Lord, 
as Worchy of nothing but fhame and confufion, 
and fo kiffeth the rod, and turnes the’other check 
Btinto the Lord even finiting of him, acknow- 
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| The Sound Baeever. ( 
ledging if the Lord fhew mercy, it will be wender-/" 
full, if not, yet the Lordistighteous, and therefore’ 
hath no caufe to quarrell againft him for denying/! 
| {peciall mercy to him, to whom he dothnot owe af} 
bitof bread, And now the foul is indeed humbled, }" 
becaufe it fubmits to be difpoted of, as God pleaf- 
eth; thus the Church in her humiliation, Lavz, 3. | 
22, having in the former part of the Chapter 1 
drank the wornawood and the gall, at laft lies down} 
anc profefleth, #2 72s the Lords mercy, tt ts not con || 
famed; and verl,29, be puts his mouth tothe daft | 
| ef there may be any hope’: and verl. 39. Why {honld|| 
a living man cotmplaine forthe punilhment of bis\| 
fimne? You think the Lord dothyou wrong, and|/| 
neglects your geod and his owne glory too, if hee|| 
doth not give you peace and pardon, grace & mer-|' 
cy, even tothe utmolt of yourasking, & then think |" 
you have hence good caufe to fret, and fink, and be} 
difcouraged; No,no,the Lord will pull down thofe i 
mountaines, thofé high thoughts, and make yeu lye| 
low athis feet , and acknowledge that it is infinite} ' 
mercy you are alive , and notconfumed ; and chat | | 
there is any hope or poffibility of mercy, and that} ' 
youare out of the nethermoft pit : and chat ifhee |’ 
fhould never pity you, yet he doth you no wrong, 
buc that which is equal & jut, and chacit is fic your} 
finfull froward wills fhould ftoop to hisholy,righte- | ° 
ous, anid good will, rather then that it fhould {toop} * 
and be crooked according unto yours. Beleeve it| * 
brethren, he that judgeth not himfelfe thus, fhah\' 
be judged of the Lord; how can you hive mercy | | 
chat wil fec your felves up in Gods Soveraigne| | 
Throne to difpofe of it, and will not lye down hum-| | 
bly under it, that it may difpofe of you ? for are | 
{you worthy of it? hath the Lordany need of you e| ' 
have you not proyoked him exceedingly 2 was there} ' 
ALL en eves] : 
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re any that dealt worle with him then you ? Oh 
Jpelovedlyelow here ; and learn ofthe Church, 44- 
Ih h.7.9. Lwitbear the indignation ofthe Lord, 


Nnccaufe Lhave finned againft him. Itwasa molt) 
lefed frame of {pirit in A aron,when he faw Gods} Tevir, 
nd againft him in cutting off his children, avd) 10, 


saron beld his peace ; fo if the Lord fhould caft 
ce oft, cutthee ot, nevertake pleafurein fuch’a 
Ibolluced broken veffell-unfit for any ufe for him, 
Wholdthou thy peace; quarrell not, be filent before 
|pim, and fay asthey did, 2 Chrov,12.§, The Lord 
3 1ighteoss, but I amevile; let kim doe with msce 
Wvhaz feems good iu his owwe eyes ¢. and thus the 

ord jfefiis by the Law doth dead the foul to the 
tay. untill ic be madetofubmit like wax, or like 
Flay cothe hand of the Potter, toframe'ita veflel to 
Mwhacule he pleafech; andasche Apoftle moft excel- 


) 
| 


t,and{o-cryes out with Job, Behold, fam vile; 
low at this inftant, *s vas capax’; a vetlell capable 
though unworthy )ofany grace, [472'4:6, 


sumiliation is here neceflary ? 
Look as fo much convictionis neceffary which 
begets compunction,and fo much compunction as 


effary asintroduceth faith, or as drivesthe foul our 
ot ic felf unre Chirift!; for as thenexe end of con- 
Biviction iscompunction, 8 chatof compun ction is 


or coming ro Chrift, which we {hall nexefpeak un- 
ROR. 


ently, Rom.7. divorceth it trom its firft- husband,| 
‘.e. Sin and the Law) that it may be marryed unta} 
Jefus C brift. In a word,when the: Lord Chrift hath} 
nade the {oul feel not onely its inability to-help it} 
clé and fo faith Paal, Gal, 2.20. 1t.zsnot [,bacal- | 
otsown unworthinefle, that the Lord (hould help| 


- Thelaftqueftion rémaines, What meafure of 


oreeds humiliation; to, fe much humilation is ne- |. 


dumiliation; forthe next end of humiliation is faith, 


And 
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And hence it is that the Lord calls unto the wear}} 


\andheavy ladento comeuntohim, Adat, 11, 27.\4 
| So muchas makes youcome for reft in Chriff, . fo 4! 


much is neceffary,and no more, If any can come}, 
without being thus laden and weary in fome meas|. 

fure, lecthem comeand drinke of the water of life}) 
freely ; but a proud heartthat will make itfelfe its|; 
owne Sayiour,willnot come to the Lord Jefiustobel| 
hisSayiour; hee that will be his own Phyfitian, fo}, 
long cannot fend out for another, Nay, let mee fall} 


u 


one degree lower, ifthe foul cannoteome to Chrift, |) 
(as who fecl not themfelves unable when, the Lord’ 
comestodraw ?) and find notthe Lord Jefus com-}| 
ing untothem, to draw them and compell chem ins) 
yet ifthe foul be fo far humbled, as not to refift the |: 
Lord, by quarrelling with him, and at him, asun- | 
worthy of the leaft {mile, as. worthy of all frowns 31, 
verily the Lord will come to it, and.no more is re=4) 
quifite thenthis,8¢ thus much certainly is? For thus | 
the whole Seripture runs, He géves grace tothe | 
humble, Janes 4, 6, J dwell withthe contrite and \\ 


| humble Mla. 57.1 6. the poor afflitted|hal not always | 
_ | be forgotten,Pia,9,12,18.When their zncércumct=|4 


fed hearts are humbled,{o asto accept of the pene 1 


ment of their iniquity,the Lord then remembers his \) 
Covenant levit-26.41-42, Conceive it thus: There |i 
can be nounionto Chritt, while there isa power of |, 
refiltance and eppofition again{t Chrift. The Lord | 
Chrift mutt therefore in order of nature (for I now }}| 
fpeak notof order of time) firlt removere prohi-\|| 
bens, remove this refiftance, before he can, & that he | | 
may, unite, 1do not mean refiftance of the frame}: 
of grace, but (as was (aid) of the Lord of gracc, | 
whereby he comes to. work it, Seer: 
Now there is a double refaftance or two parts of 
thisrefiftance, likea knife withoutedges, : | 
» : i. 
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i ri . Arefiftance of the Lord, by a fecret unwil- 
Wnigneffe chat che Lord fhould work grace s Now 
| nis the Lord removes in compuneétion, and no 
ihore brokennefle for fine or from fin isncceflary 
Were then thar, 2. A refiftance ofthe Lord by 
Waking difcouragements, and a fecret quarrelling 
{ vith him, in cafe the foule imagines hee will net 


ifome to work grace, or manifeft grace. Now this 
he Lord takes away inhumiliation,; and no more 
HM neeeflary here, chen the removall of the pawer of 
Bis which makes the foule in the fenfe of itsown in- 
nite vileneffe and unworthinefle not to quarrell at 
Hine Lord, and devil-like grow fierce and impatient 
WWcforeand againft the Lord, in cafehe fhould ne- 


iter helpit, never pity it, never fuccourit; the Lord 
Will not forfake for ever, it the{oul thus lyes down, 
Wind puts its mouth inthe duf?, Lam, 3.30.31. 

4W Which confideration is of unfpeakable ufe & con- 


t 
. 


| 


iolation, to every poor empty nothing, that feels it 
facife unable to beleeve y and the Lord forfaking it, 
Mam helping itto beleeve. And I have feen it con- 


J 


Mtantly,that many a chofen yeflell never hath beene 
| ‘omforted tillnow,and ever comforted when now; 
i hey never knew what hurt them till they faw this, 
WAR they-have immediatly felecheir hurt healed, when 
HP his tach beene removed, In comforting Chriltians 
M.nderdeepe diftreffe, tell them of Gods grace and 
Anercy, and the riches ofboth, you doe buttorment 
}hem the more, that their {hould be fo much,& they 
Jpave no part, nor fhareinit, and think they never 
Nihal, becaufe this is rorthe immediate way of cure; 
Wi-cll them ratber when they are full of thele com- 
Biplaints, chat they areas they {peak, vile, and finfull, 
Bind therefore worthy never to be accepted of God, 
Pipnd that theyhaye no caufe to wonder that they haye 
cheirdives, and are on this fide hell, and fo turne 


Mes 


‘ie 
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allthacthey fay to humiliation and felf-loathing + 
verily you fhall then fee, if the Lord intends. good, |i 
he will by this doe them good, andthe weakeft || 
Chniftian that cannot come to Chrift, you fhalltee|/ 
firft or laft fhallice caufe to lye down, and be filen 
and not. quatrell, thougk the Lord f{hould. never 
cometohim, Andthat this is neceflary, may ape |} 
pear thus : Otherwife. ona aes Pree. 4 

1, The Lord fhould notadyance the riches of hig | 
grace; the advancement of grace cannot pofhibly |, 
be withouc the humiljation and abafement ot the}, 
éreature; the Lord not only fayes,bur cals things that |,| 
are not,chat no flelh might glory, t Cor.1,28.29, \| 

2+ Othecwite the Lord fhould not be Lord an qi}, 
| dilpofer of hisown grace, buta finfull creature who | 
quarrells againft God, if it be not difpofed of, not}. 
asthe Lord will, butasthe creature will, Ita ftrane | 
ger comes, to‘our houle, and will haye what hee |_| 
 {Wants, and if he hathnot, he quarrellsand contends} | 
"| with the mafter of the houfe,what would he fay? A=]. 
way proud beggar, doft think to be lord of what I}, 
haye ? doft draw thy knifeto ftab me, if I doe not}, 
pleafe thee and give thee thy asking? no, thou fhale} | 
know that I willdoe withmy owne as I fee good, || 
thou fhale hie down onthe duft of my threfhold be-} 
fore I give thee any ching, So *tis withths Lord,| 
Lt as not in hint hat rveilleth, nor in him that run i, 
neth, byt. in Godt hat (heweth mercy. Ac is his prin=. 
cipallname, / well be mercifull to whoneL willbe | 
mere fall; and therefore if you will not beleeve me, 
vet belecve che Lords oath,E/ay 45.23. Onto meel 
fhalevery kvee bow, , and doe youcome to lord iro: } 
ver him, anquarrell, and fret, and fink and grow 
fullen, and vex, ifthe Lord ftoopnotunto your de- 
fires ? No, no,you muft and fhalllie upon his thre€- | 
jhold, nay he willmake thee lay cay neck hie o 
lock, 
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fects as worthy of nothing but cutting off, and 
nen when this vakey zs filled, all flelb [hall fee the 
lory of the Lord, Elay 40.5. Thus hamailiacion is 
eceflary in this meafure mentioned, Not that I 
eny any fubfequent humiliation, after a Chriftian 
5 in Chrift, ariting fromthe fenfe of Gads favour 
a Chrifi,then which nothing makes a Chriftian of 
mevyangelicall {pirit more afhamed of himéfelf: yet 
dare not exclude this which isantecedent, arifing 
irom the {pirit of power immediately fubduing the 
oul co Chrift, chat it may bee exalted by Chrift, 1 
et. §. 6. It is true, allthings that pertaincto life 
nd godlineffe are received by faith, 2 Pet. 1. 3. yet 
Maich it felfe is a faving worke,which isnot received 
Spy another precedent faith, Faith therefore is to be 
pexcepted, not oncly as begotten inus, buras itis in 

he begerting of it inthe conviction and humiliati- 
Bipf every finner, Hence fee what is the great hin- 
@ierance between the mercy of God, and the foul of 
@many a man; if itbe not fome finand hardnefle of 
Bepcart under it, whereby hecares not for Chrift, to 
Micliver him, then “cis {ome pride of {pirit arifing 
roin fome good he hath, whereby bee feels no need 
gf Chrift, hoping his ownduties fhall fave him, or 
Ui Ife is above Chrift,and not under him, willing to be 
peifpofed of by him. And hence the Lord makes this 
pyc high way of mercy, Levst.26.40. if firft they 
Mihall confeffetheir finne, {econdly, humblethem= 
PW/elves, (bo:h which I know the Lord mu worke) 
Dhhen be wilremember his Covenant, Look as itis 
Iwitha veflel before it can be fitfor ule, it mult firft 
| pafle through fire, and the earthanddroffe fevered 
Jrom it, then it muft be made holy & empty, which 
makes it vas capax , a veflcll capable of receiving 
bat which thal] be poured out into ic; if ( O Bre- 
-hten) the Lord hath fome yeflells of glory Li 
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be prepares before-band,and makes capable of glo jf 
ty, Ron#,9.21.22. if the Lord doth not lever you fi 
-|from fiune in compunétion, and empty you of yout 
felvesin humiliation, you cannot receive Chrift,tior f} 
mercy, you catnot held thém; and if ever: you}! 
miffe of Chrift by faith, your wound lyes here, }) 
How many he there arthis day,that were once pre-|4 
fane and wicked, but now by fome terrours and} 
outward reftraints upon them,they leave eheir fins, }| 
and fay they loath them, and purpofe never to runfi 
riotas they have done,and hence becaufe they think} 
| themfelyes very good, or to have fome good, they fi 
fall fhort of Chrift, and are ftill in the gall of bitter. ff 
nefle, inthe midft ofall evill. It were the happinefs jj 
| of fome men, if they'did not think therafelves to |# 
have fome good, becaufe this is their Chrift. O you} 
that live under precious means, and have many fears) 
you may perifh and bee deceived at the laft : But}; 
why doe you fear 2? I know you will anfwer, Ohj| 
}fome fecretand unknown finne may be my ruine 3} 
Tt istrue, and youdoe well to have a'godly jealou- ||| 
- |fiethereof. But remember this alfo, not only fome |: 
"fin, burfome good thou thinkeft thou haft,and reft-} 
ef? in wrhout Chritt,& lifting theeupabove Chrit, pil 
/may as eafily prove thy rnine, becaufe amans own}}} 
righteeufnefte reftedin, doth not onely hide mens}: 
fins,but Rrengrhens chem in fome fin by which men }}| 
perifh ; Trufting to ones owune righteoufueffe, and 
committing miquity axe couples Exe, 33.1 34NOF til 
do Lhereby run into the rrenches of that wicked ge- |. 
nerationofthe Familifts, denying all inherent gra-} 
ces; evidence of favour from any Chriftian obedi-| 
ence, ot fandtification in holy duties ; or thata] 
Chriftian fhotld profanely caft off all duties, be=] 
canfe they cannot favethemfelyes by them: No,no, | 
. | the Lord will fearch with candles one day for le i 
; 10NS } | 
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ons of darknefle,and exelude tuch fooldh V2 gens 

nat they haye neither oy/in cheir veflels, nor 2egh- 
jo cheir/amps : I onely fpeake of thac good, that 
ighteoufheile which is re{ted in without Chrift, & 
Jifts up men above Chrift , which in deed and in 
Bruch is noc true righteoutnefle, bur only atiuefha- 
How of it, And therefore as Lexa well obliryes 
Nyro Rom, 9.32. Why didnot \iracl, that followed 
Dicfter rr@bt coufnelfe attain tt 2 Becanfe they fought 
BE not by faith, but as it were by the werks of tie 
BLa ; they were not fruits of fincere obedience to 
Bahe Ja, buts ét were the works ot the Law ; now 
Bais, faith the Apoftle,ver. 3 3. the fi umbling-ftone 
| Sion, C bréft wiilbave all ficth vail, and be ttuipt 
peaked, and made nothing before him, before they 

Hhalever be builc upon him ; now this men {tumble 
$4, they mult bring fomething to him, they willnot | 
Phe vile,emptinefle,and nothingnefle,that he may be 


| 


Bltocbem; verily obferve your felves and you {hal 
Hilinde, it chere be little humiliation, there is litcle of 
Whiff; if muchbumuiliation, much of € Arif; it 
Mnconftant humihation,uncertain fruition of C bri/f; 


AK reallhumiliation, reall poflesfion of C hrift ; it 
lfe humiliation, imaginary fruition of Chri, 
Know ic, you cannot perith if you fall not fhort. 
Bicre, you, mutt perifh if you doe, Be exhorted 
Mherefore to lic down in the duft beforethe Lord, & 
: nderthe Lord ; nay, intreacthe Lord that he woul 
Ppuc thee upon his wheel, and mouldtly heart to his 
Bivills why will you reft in any good you have ? O re- 
Binember thy father was a Sjriaz ready to perifh, 
Bind thy felf polluced,an infinite endleffe evil, What-} 
Piver good thou doff, is it not a polluted ftream,ota 
Binore polluted /pring? nay,fuppofe the Spirit works 
B}ay good inthee, yet is it not polluted by thy un- 
Hean heart ? Nay, fisppofe any actions fhould b« 
: kag , perfect 
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pray for ity yee with fubmniffien to the good will ol, 
| che Lord, {xy ing ,che Lords willis good,but mines; 
‘evil. otherwile.chon halt no meeknefle inany t Ing) 
|| chacartnot meeldly abject co his willl in every thing 
| 2. The greateft pride chat is in man, appeare | 


‘there; for fuppole che Lord fhould deny thee bread, 


oryrater, orclothes, was it your duty to murmur, 


m9 


notlye down, and fay, Lord Tam worthy to hay.) 
my bread plucke from my mouth, and my aie: i 
ron 


| 
| now ?, nay, Wasit not pride, if the heart woul. 
sat tabeliO sands pease J i ; 2 ee nce aa Rn CNR “2 ‘ 2. 
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] | 
favor leve unleffe st die firfi; 10 know it, you fhali ne- 
Mivetlivewitn Chrift, unleffe you die and perifh in| 
My our felves,unlefle you be fownand lye under the 
Hiclods of your own wretchednefle, faith wall never 


I 


(pring up in fucha foul, As tis in burnings, tne fire 
qprautt be firft taken one, before here can beany hea 


t 


{ ling; fo this impatient fpicit whichtorments th =foul, 
@routt firltbe removed, before the Lord wil heal thee 
M4. Confiderthe approaching times ; Toe be- 
Milceye the Lord at thisday is comming out tofhake 
Mia ll nations, all hearts, ali cou{ciences, a] conditions, 
and toteare and rend from you your choy felt blef- 
Mcings, peace,and plenty, both external! and internal 
nifo ; for thereisneed of it, ourage grows full, and 

Fiz proud, 
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proud,and wanton, a mans price is faln in the mar- 4 |J 
ket, unlefle hisloeks and new fafhions commend J}; 
him tothe world. © confider when God comesto ||} 
rend all from yon, then you may findea need ofthe }) 
exercife of thisduty ; it may be the time is coming, | 
wherein you fhajl have nothing ro fupport your: | 
hearts, you Shall finde reft inno way butthiss 1 
know afluraneeot Gedsloyemay quictyou; but }}} 
whatif the Lord thake all your foundations and de* },J 
| prive you of that 2 what willyou do then ? and ther- | 
foreas Zephany, cap.2. 3. having foretold of the e- |, 
vill day, ctyes unto his hearers, Seeke meeknelfe yee |, 
| mecke of the earth + {eeke meeknetle; ‘So fay Trot! 
you: for you will find all little enough, Come}| 
down from thy throne and be the footftool & thref- | 
hold of Chrift J efus, before the dayes ofdarknefle }) 
comeupon ycu ; be contentto be a cypher, a ftep-| 1 
ping-ftone, the very ofall of the world! Ss a) 
But you will fay, Wherein fheuldI ex preffe this}, 
hnriliationand {ubjection ? aguas. | 
Be highly thankful for any little the Lord gives, |) 
LAN. 3, 22,23, Be humble and judge thy felf wor- || 
thy of nothing when the Lord denyes; and verily || 
you fhall finde the Lord Jefus ere long {peaking || 
peace unto you, and giving thee reftin his bofome, | 
that now art quietly contented to lie ftill at his feet, | 
Forfome helps thereunto, | 
1. Remember whofe thou att, vz. the Lords | 
clay, and he thy Potter, and therefore may doe with, 
thee what he will, Rom.9.20, Se 
2. Remember what thou art, vz, a polluted vel- 
'fel,a kind of infinite endlefle evil, as I have oft faids | 
fee the picture of thy own vileneffe in the damned | 
dn hell whoare full; and fhallchroughalleternity | 
. pour out all manner of evil, Fob 40, 3. 4 4. 
|} 3, Remember whatthowhalt been, and how 
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long thou ha{t made warre again{t Chrift with all, 
thy might,and heart, and {trength; why fhouldthe; — “ 
Lord therefore choofe thee Rieke others, Jer. 3-5. 
when as, (ask thy confcience) was there ever ficha 
wretch fince the world beganas thou hatft been ? 
44, Remember what thou wilt be : fic for no 
ule to Jefus Chrift, good for nothing, but to pollute 
his holy narne when thou medleft with it; and why 
{hould the Lord take upfuch a dry leafe, Elay 6 4. 


6, and breathupon {uch a ary boxe ? 
| 5.. Remember how good the Lords willis, even 
when it Croflech thine; hee fhall have infinite glory 
by allhis denials co thee of what thou wouldét; hee 
{hall gaine chat, though thou lofeftthy. peace and 
quiemefle, that good which thy foolifh finfull will 
‘defires at hishand, John 12,27.28., and if fo, blef- 
{ed be hisname, let God live, but let mandie and 
perifh, that he may be exalted of vile man, 

6, Remember the {weet reft chou fhalt have by 
this fubjeétion to the Lord ; nothing is mans 
croffe, but mans will ; a ftubborn will likea {tub- 
born heifer in the yoke galls and frets the foule 5 
Learne meckeneffe , faith our Saviour , of mee 27 
vaking my yoke on you, and then you [hall finde 
reff. Hell would not bee bell,to a feart truely 
humbled, Sometinaes you finde enlargements, 
chen you are glad : fometime none then you 
A finke : fometimes you haye hope of mercy, then 
iy you are calm ; fometimes you lofe your hopes, 
IM then the Seaworks : when the Lord pleafeth you, 
| ‘chenyou are well, but if a little croffe befall you, 
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Wi chen your {pring is muddy , and a little thing 
MM troubles ¢ Oh bee humble and vile in thineown 
Wl eyes, and yerily fiich uncertain fits of peace and) _ 
MM trouble aredone, and the dayes of all your mour~ 
| |ning are now ended, | 
i | | H 3 Of 
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“Of thankfulneffe, to all chofe whom the Lord} 
{hathcruly humbled + Time was, when the Lerd}}) 
| firt convineed you, that fo long as you could make}} 
any fhift, finde ret inany duties, you would never}}) 

dye down at Chrifts feet, now the Lotd might haye) 
left youre have fturnbled at that {tumbling-ftone,]]| 
and to have fluck in thefe bufhes, but you may fee} 

thatthe Lord will fave you even then when you 
would not be faved by him : and efpecially take no-}} 
tice of two pafiages of Gods dealings with you,})| 
wherein ufually you finde matter of difcourage-]) 
ment, rather then of acknowledgment of Geds} 
eoodnefietoyoutherein. a. That the Lord hath} 
withdrawn all feeling of any good, which it may]’ 
be once you felt, and thar the Lord hath let out more} 
of theevill of your hearts then ever you imagined} 
was in them, nay fo much evill chat you think there} | 
isnone like unto yeu, whohaft now no heart nor}! 
power to ftirre chink, defire, will, or doe any thing [| 
thatis good : O bleflérhte Lord for this, for this is} 
Gods way to humble, and empty, and make thee} 
poore; the Lord fay (though ic may be you did?’ 
|} not) thar you refted in that good you felt, and was}| 
it would be lifted up by thefe , and therefore the’ 
Lord hath broke thole crazy crutches,tamitht now}|| 
brought you down tonething, made you like dry}! 
| defartss-all che hurtthe Lord aimethar in this being}' 
| onlyta'humble you, and though chele defertions: be’ 
bitter tor the prefent, yetithar by thefe he might deel 
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Yon tood in your Latter end O brethren the Apo=} 
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{tle fandsar a flay and dcAresthe Corizthians toy! 
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contic feejonr calling, {faith hee,'t Cov. Is} 
Not pant wacktyy rotmany wile, bat things that 

a call, thigt wo flelh, aighy clory s “Tbe 


Vofes, Deut.'B. 2. 3. juffered thee ta} 
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| might prove thee aad tumble thee remember this, 


| 
i} 
i 
| 
Hiaith hee - So fay I toyou remember this mercy, 
chat when the Lord makes you worlt of all (not re= 
all, bur) is your owne eyes, that then the Lord is a= 
bputthisgloriouswork, 
tinetoo) from fight and fenfe of his pecultar love; 


i 
q 


one would wonder why. the Lord fhould hide his 
Hove fo much, fo long, from tho fe to whom he doth 
intend it; che great reafon is, becaufe there is in ma- 
‘ny aone, ahearedefirous Of his love, aud this would 
quiet them, if they were fare ef it: but they never 
‘cameto be quieted with Godswill, in cafe chey 
think they fall never partake of his love’: but are 
above that, oppofe and refit and quarrel wich that, 
‘unkumbled under that, the Lord sherefore intend= 
ing to beftow hisfayaur onely upona humbled fin- 
ner, he will therefore hide hisface untill hey lyelow, 
‘andacknowledge themfelves worthy of nething but 
extremity of mifery, unworthy of the lealt mercy - 
The people of God, Lam. 1.16. cry outtha: the 
Ol Comefori er which|houldrefre[p thew foulwasfarre | 
MM from then : what vas Godsend inthis ? youfhall 
lor (as Zaechins readsit 


fee che end of it, verfe 18. The Lordis righteous, 
bitter tharth¢ Lord {peaksno peace to me, but bic- 


(here the Church is humbled) for J have rebellea ; 
I tetchings. The caufe is in my own felf, and there- 
I foreif he never comfort me , hot {peak good wore 
A. uuto'me, yet he is righteous, but 1 am vile sand you 

will finde this cerraine » thatas che Lord therclore 
I humbies shat he may exalt, forhe Lord never reful-| 
| ethto exalt (in hiding hisface) out ic isto humble, 
Ard isthigthe worltthe Lord ayimsatandw ill you 
not be thankiull @ way are you tben 
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| when you finde it thus with you? dee not {zy the; 
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2, Thatthe Lord hath kept you Gtmay be along | 
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: Lord never dealt thus with'anyas with me ; fuppofe)|| 
that; thereafon then is, beeaufe the Bord iees, nes) 
yet had any fucha highheartas thou haft; but Oh) 
be thankful, chat nowwithftanding this, he will rake |} 
the painestotake it down. a3 ~ a : 

Thus much tor humiliations I come nov to.the | 
fourthandla{t, which is Faith, | Pe | 
| SECT HVs = | 
The fourth and laft atk of (brits power, wm | 
| iM. the werk of Fath. MN 
¥He Lord haying wounded and humbled. his })) 
T Eleét,and laid them down dead at his feer,they |! 
are now asunableto beleeye as they were to humble |) 
their own foules ; and therefore now the Lord takes |" 
them up into his. own armes, that they leanand reft | 
‘ {onthe bofome of their beloved by faith., After fo= |+ 
~ | fepahad tpoken roughly to his brethren, and there | 
by broughe the blood of their brother to rememe=} 
brance,andio had humbled them; and then he can} 
- | contain.ne longer, but difcoyers himfelf to chem, & | ' 
tels them, Lam jofeph whom you wickedly fold, |‘ 
jyeticar not; fo doth our Saviour carry it cowards | 
his Elect, when he laid thena low; now isthe very || 
{.afon tor him toadvancethe glory of hisgrace, he}: 
cannot now contain himielfany longer ; but haying} 
tornand taken away chat vail of fin and of the law]. 
trom «fF their hearts, now they fee the Lord with o~ 
pen face, even the end of that which was to be abo- |! 
lifhed, 2 Cor, 3, The explication of this great work, |" 
isof exceeding great difficulty ; nothing more ftir- |’ 
ring then faith in a true Chriftian, beeaufe he liyes|' 


by it,yet itis very litle known; as children in the}' 
womabe, that know not that nayill {tring by which }° 
they principally live : I fhall therefore be wary,and |’ 
leaving larger explicationsacquaint you with the na |' 
ture of Faith, in chis briet defcription of it. | 
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Faith is that gracious work of the Spi- 

- \tit, whereby an humbled finner receiyeth 

N) ©  Jchrilt; or whether the whole foule com: 

1) ‘Nmeth our of ir felfe ro Chrift , for Chiift 

..fand all bis benefits, upon the call of Chrift 

_>* in his Words , 

- Before Lopenthis particularly, give me leave to 

tbremife fome generall confiderations ; Faith is the 

:omplement of effectual yocacion; which begins ia 

Hi sods cal,& ends in this an{werto that call,the Lord 

{prevents a poor humbled foul, with his call, either 

Hoot knowing how, or notable , oF not daring to 

Nicome sand then the foul comes, and hence me cal- 

edyand believing are all one, Rom. 9.24 with 33. 

Many a wounded finner will be {crambling after 

Chrilt from ome general reports of him, betore the 

Niday and houre of Gods glorious and gracious call, 

Now forany.to receive Chrilt, or come to Chrift, 

Nbeiore he is called, is prefurmption; to refufe Chrift 

Bi when called, is rebellion ; to come andreccive when 

N called, is properly & formally Faith,and thac which 

Hi che Scripture Ltiles, the obedience of Faith, Rom.t, 

5. Andnow Chriftat this inftant ts fully and trecly 

§] given, on Gads part, when really and freely come 

§) untoand taken on our part, 

ML This receiving of Chrift, or comming to C hrift 
are for fabftance the fame, though the words be di- 
-yers;the holy Ghoft ufechto exprefs one & the fame 
ching in variety of words, chat our feeblenefs might 

I che becter underftand what he meaneth, And hence 

fj in Scripture, believing comming, receiving Chrift, 

BY) rolling. truffing, cleaving tothe Lord, Gs {et out 

| one and the fame thing; and therefore it 1s 0 WON 

yj der it our Divines have different defcriptions of 
faith in variety of words; which if well confidered 


doe but fet out one and the fame thing : of I 
| oe 
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"doe coticeive they doe allagree inthis defcription I} 
‘have now mentioned; I know there are fome who | 
read awry here, whont I {hall briefly note out, and 

6 pafle on to what weintend, | 

/ ge. The. Papifts, -yyich fomeothers oF cort upt : 
judgements,at leaft of weake apprehenfionsamong §) 
diir {elves, deferibe Eaith tobe nothing elle bute f=) 

"| pernacurall affent toa divine truth, becaule of a di-] 

vineteRtimony - Ex, gr. toaflent to this. truth, that | 

'Chriftis‘come, that he is the Sonne of God, chat|y 

‘the was deadand is riferiagain,thac he is the Saviour | 1 
of the world, 8c. and toconfi irm this they produce 

Mat.16, 16. x Lobn 4. 3. 

Ic is granted that this alent i is in Faithy for. Fadi 
alway hathrefpect to fometeltimony ; for man by 

| his fall hach lof fal knowledge of divine and fuper-, 


_ <> 7 —— Bic = ir- 
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jnaturall truths; hence God-reveales them in his], 
‘Jwords ‘hence Faichfeesthem andaffents to them, |) 


'\becaufé God hath {pokenthem : to feeand know], 

\ Jehings by vifion, isto fee. things i in thernfelves incui- |; 

 {tivelyand immediately ; but co fee things by Faith], 

‘His to fee chem by and in ateftimiony given of them, |y 

Toba 2020, Bleffedes heet hat hath not feen, (i.e.|) 

| {Chriftimmediately) but beleeved,t. ¢. histetti-}) i 
mony yand on him in it;- this affent therefore is in 

(Faich (forwe mult befi ‘eve Chrilt before wee can |i 

{Believe in him ) but chis comprehends noxthe whole |) J 

nature of Faiths T mean of that Paich we are now} 

' {peaking ofviz, asic unicesus to Chrilt, ae pole}: ( 

| feffedt bus with Chrift, . For, it 

TESS ks Dis defcription pl aceth Faith oncly in the i 

tunderftanding, whereas cis alfo in the will, as the} h 

words trafring, Ponts XG. Wthmates ai Fi 
Si Thigaflenci ismeerly generall, wichouc parte} 
Héalar application, whichis erent in true naes Gal.) 
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Hl 3. This is fuch a faith, as che devils may have, 
W 47es,2.19, and reprobate men may have, 2 Per, 
h 20.21, Heb,t0. 26, Thereis a wilfall retaufing 
| ofthe known truth, - ea FLOR S [yeas 
| 4, It isthe Papiils aym to vilifie faith hereby, 
| y de{cribing it by that Which js one ingrediehit in 
4 but exeluding ‘hac whichis principal; thote phra- 
| estherefore of belzeving: C hyift ts come tn the fish, 
| *: on 4, 3. and that Le a the Sonne of God, Mat. 
| (6.16. asifthis were the only objectto farch, are! 
Jpiot co be underitood exclufively, excluding other} 
| cts of faith, which the Scripture in other places 
ets down Cclearely ; but inclufively, as fuppofing 
| yk be contained hetein : for as We inour times 
Bbefcribing faich by relying upon Chniit fot falyati- 
Hin, doe not exclude hereby our believing that he 4s 
i he Mefliah; but we include it,dr tap pote it,becaufe 
havisnot now quettioned, the cruth of the Gof vell 
seine fo abundantly cleaved ; fo inthofe mes they 
deferibed Faith by one principall act,to belieyethac 
ne WwastbeSon of God ,; and come into the fefh, 
becaufe this was the main and principall thing inj 
sueftion then : and if the Lord had‘notfet our faith 
oy other Acts in Scripturejwefhould not vary from 
Mbercompaffe in fuchexpreffions in the Word in 
| baal dayes ¢ for rheirfaiththen, is exeimplary to us 
how : becaufe the Word doth maore filly fet it out 
in morefpeciall acts, hence wee fer it out alfo by 
hem - fot *tisevidenc, asthe Jewes did believe ina 
Meta to come, fo they did alfo believe, and look 
ror allgcod from him, 7oh2 4.25. Hee wil teach 
ue allthings whe x he coast And therefore their 
faith Aid not confine it télf'to thar hitoricall act thar 
h Mefiiah fhould come! or that this was the’ Melh- 
ah, but tly did expect Sind look forallgoed?ttom 
pion 2 And hencethe Apofile expoutiding this ‘f29- 
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om. (ing, 4%. believing that Chrift is dead and rifena-f] 
Se 9 Io. pe, we hall hereby be fayed : /f thon believelt : 
ee Ciaith he} wah thine heart thistruth, thou (halt be|| 
| faved. Nowto believe with the heart, as it doth}! 
not exlude affent, fo itneceffarily includes the ats!’ 

of the willand affections in relying upen him, and} 
comming to him, And hence, when Veter had|} 

made that confeffion, 4:4,16.16. Chrifttels him, }} 

Thon art Peter ;i.e, a {tone re{ting upon the rock, 

(as fome good Interpreters expound it) and there-/' 

tore Peters faith did not exclude thefe principal!) 

a@ts of refting on Chrift, cleaving to Chrift, but?’ 

did include and fuppofethem, 4 


° 


2, Some run into another extreame, and make’ 
faith nothing elfe, but a perfwafion or affurance | 
char Chrift dyed tar me in particular, orthat he is’) 
‘mine. That which moves{ome thusto think, is the H 
univerfal redemption by the death of Chrift ; they: 
know no ground er bottom for faith but chis Propo- | 
fition, Chrift dyed for thee, and hence makes Re-’ 
demption univerlall : And hence the Arminians | 
boaft fo much of their Qed unulquilque tenctur | 
credere,c7e, But 1. This is a falfe bottom, for | 
Chrift hath, not dyed for al], becaufe he hath not | 
prayed forall, lobn 17,3, - a ahics On | 

2, This isa fandy bottom and foundation which | 
when a Chriftianrefisupon, it fhakes under him, 
when the foul fhall chink, though Chrift hath, dyed 
for me,yet no more for me,then for Judas, or thou. 
{ands of reprobates now in hell. Indeed atter faith, 
a Chriftian is bound to beleeye it, as Pal did,Gal, 


+ 


(2,20. .I- Core 15.1.2 4, 

I conceive therefore thefe holy men of ours who ! 
have defcribed Faith by affurance,haye not {fo much} 
aymed ata defcription of what Faith is in it felfjas 17) 


poffeffechus with Chrift ; but of what degree and 
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Bi xcent it may be,and fhould be in us; they deferibe 
. ba by the moft eminent act of it, in fullaf- 
jirance $ and therefore conlult withthe Authors of 
Mhis defcription, andenquire of them, Is there no 
Houbting mixc wich faith ? Yes, fay they, mans 
Houbtingsfometimes are even unto a kinde of de- 
‘saire,but then (fay they) it fhould not be thus. The 
WP apifts commend doubtings, and deny affurance, 
slace faithin a generalaffent; our champions that 
ic to wraftle with them,maintained it to bea par- 
Picicular application, (and not only a generattaffent) 
and that witha full affurance of perfwafion, which} 
i being the moft eminent act of faith, excludes not o- 


Picaer inferiour acts of it,whichasthey are before it, 
Wio may pofleffe the foul with Chrift withourit- Al- 
} though with all, it is certaine, that there is ne true 
1 faith, but ithach fomeaf{urance,of: whichafterward. 
}] _ Letmenow come to the explication of the de- 
J){cription iven, where note thefe five things. 
1, Lhe efficient caufe of Faith, it 1s a work 
of the Spirit. 
2. The fubject,or matter in which it is feated, 
viz. the foule ofan humble finner. 
3, Theforme of it, v2z, the comming of the 
| whole fouleto Chrift, - 
4, Theend of it, v=. for Chrift and all his 
‘| benefits, ; 
5. Thefpecial ground and meanes of it, v#Z%s 
1 the Callof Chrift in his Word, 
| oe The efficient caufe of Faith, 
MI Faith is a gracious work of the Spiric of Chrift, 
the Spirit therefore is the efficient caufe or princi- 
fl pail workman of Faith; the Spirit doth not be- 
| leeve, but caufeth us to beleeve ; “is not préxci- 
| pium quod , the principle which doth beleeye, but 
principium quo, the principle by which we doe; the 
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Jouis orallthe Blect(efpecially when humbled )are,| 
_ fotallorkerthings,mof unable ro beleeye : nay loo 
ag before Com pun ction and humiliation, Saran held] 
| the foulcaptive chictly by its luftsand fins; fo nowlf 
when the Lord bath burnt hole cords, and broken} 
chole chaines, ail the powers of darknefle firengrhen ff 
themiclves,and keep the foulunder mightily,by un-)} 
belief, Whardoe youtell me of mercy ? (laitla the J! 
lous) “cismercy which | have continually refitted, || 
deiperately defpiled ; why doe you perfwade me to} 
‘Delceve 2? Alas . T cannot; tis trae, all chat which }}| 
you fay astrue, if I could beleeye, bur EF cannot fee]! 
| Chrit, I cannorcome at Chirift, I feek him in the}! 
nieanes, buche forlakes me there, and T am left of ji 
Goddefolate; and here beloved, the foule bad not} 
formerly fo mahy excufes for itsfiny as now it hath] 4 
cloudsof obje€tionsagainft beletving s the Spirit] | 
cherefore takes.falt hold of the foulesofallthe Biest, 14 
crawes themunto Chrifl; andcherefore it is called | 
the {pirit of faith,.2 Cor.4.i 3. and that by an om-f}' 
niporcentand itreliftable power, Efay 53. I, Whoo) | 
bath beleeved 2? & to whens isthe arm ofthe Lordt' 
revedlea ? thacthe foul muff and thalbiscieeve now} | 
| Compell thenzto come in, faith the Lord of the Supe}! 
} per, (eke 14.23, This the Arminianswill not be-}' 
leeve, for (tay they) the Queftion is noc, Whethet}" 
we are eabledto beleeve by grace 2 but; Whether] | 
inbe afterthis manner, and.by this meanes, véz, }' 


q 
modo ivre/tflehite 2 Confider therefore thete Rea-}' 


fons, toclear thispoinc, ea 
1, Whence doth our call andcomming to Chrift}! 
avile, bur trom-Gods imsmoveable and unchange-}' 
able purpofe ? she Lord therefore mutt eicher alter}? 
his purpofe, of prevail with the foulte beleeve, and]! 
over- power rhe heart thereunto, ae | 
2, IsnotChrittj efus bound by office and Prog ; 
| miles | 


~ 


| 


You that complaine you cannot beleeve, nay that 
du haven heartto beleeye, the Lord muft fetch 
you in; and you {hall hear the Bridegrooms yoyce 
with Joy... | | 
3, Isnortheactef beleeving wrought by a create | 
ing power ? Ep).1.9,Eph, 2, 10. Efay 57.18.19. 

Lereate the fruit of the lips peace,peace to bimthat 


on? fo though you have no abiliry, heart,head, or 
ftrengthto beleeve,yer the Lord will create the fruit 
ofthe lipsof Gods Meflengers Peace, Peace. 
| 4, Dothnorthe Lord let in that infiniteand fur- 
| pasting lweetnefle of grace, when he worksthe foul 
‘to beleeve, ftanding in extream need of that grace, 
thacit cannot but come & cleave toit? Pfa.6 3.2.3 
| dong to feethee, faich David, for thy loving kinad- 
nelle us better ther life; it is imposfiblefor a mante 
cleave to his life? much mereto that which is better. 
-thenlife ¢ che light is fo clear, ic cannot but feeand. 
| wonder argraces the goodis{o fweet, it cannot bur 
taftandaccept what Ged fo freely offers; and ther- 
fore the poor Canaanitifh woman, Afat,1 5. could | 


| ner be gone;bue fhe made all the objections againtt 


| her arcuments for her (as wally faich doth, when 


he) z 


under this flroak ofthe Spirit) The vaclent takethe 
| Kingdome of heaven by force ;.che Spirit puts 2 ne- 
| cesfity upon chem., and irrefiftably ovet-powers 
| them, and this isthe caufe of at. : 

And isnoc this matter of great confolation to all 
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bnife to the Father to bringinallbislofi{eateredy = 
Sitheep, that fo the Father and he may be glorified in | | 


Iihem 2. John 10.16. Other fheep! have, thofe L 
Neinft bring home, and they joall hear my veyee, 


is near ana afar off : and is not a creating voice ite. | 


Nl iGable, though there be nothing for it to work up- 


| not be driven away,though Chott bid herina man.) 


thofe who fel chemfelvsurterly unable to beleeve 21 


Pha. 36. 
Je 
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you think the Lord would give peace and pardons} 
jie and mercy, if ] could beleeve; Oh contider the } 
| Zord hath overtaken inthe Covenant of Grace to’ 
~ Lworke jn allhis the condition ofthe Coyenant, as |] 
well as coconvey thee good of it. /er, 3%. 5%. 32. 
33.34. Hehathdone this tor others by an irrefitti- |} 
ble power, Heb.12.1.2, Looke upto Jetusthe au- }f 
thor and finifher of your faith, hee came out of his | 
Fathers Bofome, not only ro give life by his death, 
but co enable his to eat and clofe with hin by Faith, #4 
that they might sever dye, Loh 6.50, fo the Lord fi 
may work icin thee; it istrue alfo,he may not,yet it P) 
is unfpeakable comfort to confider,that ifthe Lord | 
had put it over unto thee to belecye, itis certain thou I) 
fhould{t never have beleeved, but now the work is} 
put intothe hand of Chrift;chacwhich isimposfible | 
to thee, is posfible,nay eafie, with him; he can com= 
prehendthee, whenthou canft netapprehend him 3) 
this is ex¢eeding {weer whenthy body isfick,& ‘oul 
is delerted, incredible things te be beleeved,are pro= 
pounded, animposfible work to thy weaknefle ure 
eed, upon pain of Godsforeft & mott un{peakable 
wiath; toconfideritisnotinme, but inthe Lords 
own hand, aind it#s his office, his glory co work faith, 
and asthe Apoftlelpeaks, to /hew mercy uxtothem 
that are {oni upynot only axder fin, but allo wabe- 
lief; Rom. 11, 32« But why hath the Lord made 
thee feel thy inability co beleeve? uly the end of our f! 
wants isnot to make us fin and fhift for our felves, }' 
butco ask and feeke for fupply, andthe end of the]' 
continuance ofthofe wants is, thac we fhould conti-f) 
nue ro ask and {eek. And doft thouthink thou fhale}‘ 
{eck tothe Lord by his own hand to create faith, 844 
fecch thee in, and willnot the Lord take his ume to} 
workit? He that beleeves, {aiththe Apoftle, Kom, 
10,11; {bak not be albamed , why {o ? becau{e i : 
Lora,! 
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WM Lord, faithhe, who zs over all, is vich unto althat 
callxpox him,ver.1%. Jt thou haft nora heart; {hut 
up from asking of 1c; che Lord who hath power,hath 
nota heart fhut up cowardsthee from working it. 
_ Bur withall be thankfull exceedingly , all you 
Bwhofe hearts the Lord hath drawneand overcome ; 
$i hecametohis owne people the Jewes, and would 
Wott have gathered them, but they would not, and 
therefore he forfook them, and left their habitations 
Hi defolate; Oh how oft would the Lord have gather- 
Hicd you, and you would not !_yetthe Lord bach nor 
forfaken you, but called you in whether you would 
orno; the Lord hathraken many a manat bisfirft 
word, and left-him at the firft repulfe, fhaken off 
che duft of his tect againft him prefently, 1Zat. fo, 
14, withoutany more intreatics to accept of mer- 
cy; yetchou haft not onely refufed, but-even crucy- 
fied che Sonne of God, yet he hathnotbeen driven 
ftom thee, but his bowels have been oft kindled to-| 
gether, when hee hath beeneready to give theeup $ 
when thou ha{t beene under the hedges, and in the 
high wayesthat lead to death, and did{t never think 
of hie, nor didit defire him, yet be hath compelled 
chee ro come in; he hach made thee feel fuch an ex- 
tream need of him, and made himfelfe foexceed- 
ing {weer, that chou haft not beene ableto refiit 
his love, but tocry ouc, Lord thon haft overcome 
me with mercy, J am not able ro refitt any more, 
nay which is more wondertull , when thou haft 
beene gathered, and goue from him, and loft thy - 
felfe and himaifoagaine, and itmay be haft been 
offended athim; yet he hath gone before thee into 
Galilee, and gathered thee up when thouhaft been 
as water fpilt upon the ground; what fhouid bee 
Withe caufe of chis, bur cnely this? the worke of 
faith lies upon him,both to begin and finifh;he mutt 
| 1 ate gather 
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eather in all hisloft fheep,and theretore he hath put} 
“lforth au irrefitiable power of his Spiric upon thy 
Jnease. which muftearry theecaptiveafcerhim. 
}) am afraid my faich hath been rather prefampe } 
on, 2 work of my own power, then faith wrought 
by che Spirits power; how may I difcernthat? <i 
If you are wraptup in Gods Coyenant; if any ly 
promife be actualiy’yours, it: is no prefumption to } 
cake pofleffion by taich of whatisyeurowne; doft) 
chou feriou fly will Chrift, and refolve neverto givelly 
the Lord reft, unul be give thee reftin him ? then |} 
fee, Rev. 22.17. Whofoever will let him, take of\\ 
the water ef lifz., Doftchouthirft after Chrift? then }j 
fread Bfay'5§. 1.2.3. fokn 7.37. Jf any many 
theft, lee bim come unto me and arinke, Wheah 
Chrift faw their faith, Mat, Qu, 2. Ware faid i 
he 2 Sonbe of goodcheere, thy finres be forgiven, \ 
the word fignines, be cosfident. Itis no prefum pail 
tion to beleeve pardon of finnes now thou art come | 
unto me, not onely forthe healing of thy body. biti 
cfpccially for pardoncf finne. Je isthe great fin of 
many Saints, whenthey doe thint, and beleeve,and)y 
come to Chrift ; and foare undcr the promife of} 
grace; yetthey thinke it prefumption now to be-;j 
leeve and take poflesfion of all chofé Treafures that) 
| be in Chrift,- but looke that the Lord fhould firfty 
make them feele,and then they willbeieeve; where-,| 
as faith fhould now receive anddrink in abundant-)| 
ly of the fulnefie of Chrift ; fhall icbe accounted,} 
ptefumption for any man toeat his own bread,and, 
drinke his own drink, and put on his own cloathes 
the promife makes Chrift and all his benefits yout 
own, therefore it isno prefumptionte apply them, | 
Suppole you cannot finde your felfe within any, 
promife, and you feeno reafonto beleeve, onely, 
|you hayethe Lords call and command to beleeve;] 


ca 
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f i you now: in confcience’ and. obedience to. this 
§} Command; orto Gods invitation and intreaty in the 
| -Gofpel, beleeves becaute thoti dareft not difhonour 
} God by refinfing his grace 2 thou doft cherefore ac- 
#) cept of ir, thisis no prefumption, unleffe obedience 
}p-L¢ prelumption s nay, che moft, acceptable obedi« 
| ences whichisthe obedience of Faith, Lohn 6.38. 
For whatwasithe ground on whieh thole 3000; be- 
Jeeved ? tls 2, 38.39, &c, Peter laid, Repent 
WE bat you may receive reméisfion of [inmes ; now what 
followes? they that gladly recetved the word, were 
| baptized: O that werd, vepenwk, #,€..aS besa ex- 
Mpounds it, recurnto God and come in, was a moft 
hos word tothem, and thereforethey received it ; 
Wehis wasno prefumption, either for Peter to exhort 
(chemo repent,orforthem to take the Lord(as that 
eodly man faid) athisfirltword, I know there is 
We {ubjectiontoe the Gofpel-arifing onely from flay- 
dith feareandcarnall hopes;Pfal66.3. P{a.18:44, 
Bhis may bein prefumptuousreprobates, bucthere fs 
j Liisjodkion arifing from the fenfe of the fweetnefle 
Wud exceeding geodnefs of Gods calland promife, 
if a I 10,2,3» Aisa woman that is overcome with 
dhe words of herloving fuitor, the manis precious; 
ind hence his words are very {weet, and overcome 
liker heartto thinke , why fhould fuch aoneas I-.be 
jookt upon, by one of fucha place ? it 1s no pre- 
Wfumptionnowy; but duty togive her confent: fo it is 
dijcre ; whenthe Lord is precious and his words|Oh 
ulccept me,O come to me]are exceeding lweet; and 
icreupon ourof obedience gladly yields up ic felfe 
iio the Lord, takes’poffesfion ofthe Lord, this.is no 
ijfoore prefumption, then to fanctifie a Sabbath, or 
> pray, or hcarthe Word, becaufe the Lords com= 
iMpandsare herein yery {fweet, a aNS 
a If Repentance accompanies Faith, *tis no pre- 
! : K {fumption 
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fum ptionto beleeye; Many knowthefin,and hence p} 

‘| beleeve'in Chrift,truft to Chrift, and there isan end 
of their faith; but what confeffion'and forrow for} 
\ fin , what moré lovero Chrift followes this faith ? hy 
\ctuly none; nay their faith is the caufe why chey |i 
lave none ; for they thinke, if J truftto Chrift to fors|| 
eive them, he will doe it, andthere is an end of the} 
bufineffe, Verily chis hedge faith,chis bramble faith), 
| that catches hold on Chriftand pricks and fcratches } 
Chrift by more impenitency, more contempt Of} 
him, is meere prefumption, which fhall one day be i 
burnt up, and deltroyed by the fire of Gods jealous 

\ fie. Fic upon thar faith that fervesonely to keep ai 
man from being tormented before his time. Youn 
fins would be your forrows, but thar your faith qui 
etsyou. But if faith be accompanied with repen= 
tance, mourning for finné, more efteem of Gods | 
erace in Chrift, fothatnothing breaks thy heart, 
more then the thotights of Chrifts unchangeable 
loveto one fovile, and this love makes thee love: 
much,and love him the more; as thy finne encrea-! 
feth,1o thou defireftthat thy love may encreafe,anci 
now the ftreame of thy thoughtsrunne, how thou! 
mayeft live to him thar dyed for thee. This was) 
Maries faith, who fare at Chrilts feet wee pilip| 
wafhing them with her Teares, and loving hin' 
much, becanfe much was forgiven; who thougt 
fle was accounted a prelummpruous woman by S# 
mon, and Chrift himfelfe {affered in his thoughts 
for fuiffering of herco come fo neare unto him ; ye} 
the Lord himfelfe clears her therein,and juttifies hes 
before God and men ; many a poore: belecve 
thinks, If I fhould belceve, I fhould but prefume| 
and {pin a {piders web of Faith out of my own! 
| bowels ; and hence you fhall obferve,’ thisnot be’ 
leeving ftops upthe work of repentance, mournin'| 

| an 
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nd love, and.all chearfullobedience in them and 
Bon the contrary, if they did beleeve , it would bee 
Pwith chemasthemfelves thinke many times, If I 
Hiknew the Lord was mine, and my finnes pardon- 
Hed, Obhow fhould I then blefle hima, and love him, 
Hand wonderathim ! how. would this breake my 
iocart before him ! &c, Now I fay, lec allthe world 
Biudge, ifthat which chou thinkeft would be prefam- 
tion, be not rebellion, becaufe it makes thee worle; 
and {tops up the Spirit of grace in thee, Whereas 
What Faith which lets ont thofe blefled {prings of for- 
cows love, thanktulneffe, humblenefie, &c. what 
Rican it beelfe but lucha faving faithas is wrought by 
he Sprit ; beeaufe it lets inthe Spirit moreabun- 
Mdantly intoadry and defolate heart ? | 


] 
h 


_ 2, The Subje& or matter of Faith, . 

- This is the{ccond thing in thedefcription of Faith, 
Mi-he {oul ofan humbled finner is the fubject or mat- 
rer of Faith. J doe not meane the maitet out 0 
which Faith is wrought, (for there. is nothing in 
@iman oucof which the Spirit begets ir) bur that wher- 
in Faithis feated, 1 meanealfothehabie of Faith, 
not the principle of it; forthatis outof maninthe 
Lord Jefus, who istherefore called or hope,as well 
as our fPrength ; the f{oule therefore ische {ubject of 
Faith; called rhe heart, Rem, 10, 9. compared 
with A4atth, 6-21. for we cannot goe or Come to 
Chrift in -this life withour bodies, we are here ab- 
[ext fromthe Lord, 2 Cor. 5. butthe foule cangoe 
to bim, the heart can be withhim, as the eye can fee 


if 


Ma 1oco niles off, and receive the {pecics or image of 
the things it feesinto it, fo-the foule enlightned by 
Miaith, can fee Chriltataroff, iccan long for, choote, 
Mend ret upon the Lord of lite, and xeceive the lively 


Image of Chrifts glory ap it; 2 Core}, tlie 
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5 Ut Chrilt were preferitupon earth,:the foule (not |} 
thebody,). onely could ttuly receive him Chrift4 )} 
comes to his Elect onely. by his Spirity.:and hence jy} 
_jouripiris only are fit tooreceive him and elofe with} |: 
| him.s -thoulands hear Chrift outwardly; that in-} |) 
waidly aredeafe toall Godscalls, their {pirits fee} |; 
riot, taft not, fecle not; ie is therefore the fowle thar is} |! 
thejubject of Faith): and I fayic is an humble cm-1\ 
ptyfoule which is the fubjest ; fora full ,proud,bro-} |} 
| ken ipitit cannot, nay will notreceive Chrift, as we} |] 
haveproved ; and therefore Lvke 4. theleryantis ||! 
comingnded to bid thepsor, halt, aud blind, and\\\ 
lameto,comein; they would not: make excufes as} 
others did they that. were ftungtodeath with fiery |\ 
Serpents, were the onlyymen thatthe brafoz Serpent || 
was lifted up for them to looke upon, and tobe hea-|'| 
| led, [ohn 3.14. and therefore the promifedoth not} 
tun, /f any man have wifdomlet him aske it, but if | 
anjmanwant wifdons, lam. 1. $< toif any man}! 
want light, life, want peace, pardon, watit Chrift|) 
andhis Spiric, let chem aske,and the Lord will give, | 
away with your money if you cometo'thefe waters}! 
tobuy, and take freely; If any man would be wife,\) 
| let him be a foole, ({aiththe blefled Apoftle jan em- | 


pty nothing ; a foul in apetifhing,helpleffe,hopelcts}| 


condition, 1s the {ubje& of faith; uch onl} feel theit }) 
needof Chrift, are glad atthe offer of Chrift, and} 
therefore {uch only can and will receive Chriflt, and} 
come unto Chrift-by faith; and truly ifwehad but}! 
hearts, the confideration of this might be ground of [] 
great comfort and confidence unto all Gads people | 
whofe foules come unto J efas Chrift, for that which |i 
wasin Thomas, Loh; 21, is inall meninaturally, if}; 
we could fee Chrift with our eyes,and feel him with 
eurhands, and embrace him (as AZarydid) with|) 
our arms, if we could hear himfelf{peake, we could ) 
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ne piled oe ale : 
then beleeve as they faid, if Lee wih come from the 


| Croffe, fo we fay sif he willcome downe from hea- 
¥en thusiunto us, we will te beleeve ; if we want 
this we feare wee may beatla{t deceived, becatile 
we want fenle, and cannotcome to clofe wich our 
eyesand hands the objects of our faith; but Oh con- 
fider chis point, wee are made partakers of Chrilts 
Jife; and falvation by him, onely, yet certainly by 
faith, Now this faithis not by feeing hina with our. 
‘eyes, coming near to him with our bodies, but com- 
ing to him with onr foules; the foule isthe feat of 
faith. INow this you may doe, though you never 
chusfawhim, whom though you fee xot, yet beleev 
dug you rejoyce : this coming ot the foul to Chrift, 
doth makea firmer union betweenthee and Chrift, 


were truly united tohim, or received vertue from 
inbim, Ifour fouls were inthe third Heaven with 
Chrift, who of us would then doubt of our portion 
him? [tell you if out fouls goe out of fin and felte, 
unto Chrift Jefis, and there teft, this makes you 
nearertohim, then if your foules were under his 
owing inthe higheft Heavens, The poore Sea-man 
whenhe is near dangerous fhores, when he cannot 
eoe down to the depth of the Sea to faften his Ship, 
‘yet it he can caft his Anchor twenty or forty fathom 
deep, and if that holds, this quiets hina in the foreft 
{tormes: when we are tofled and cannot come to 
Chrift with our bodily prefence, yet if our foules 
cancome, ifoux faith our anchor can reach him, & 
knitus to him, this {hould exceedingly comfort our 
hearts. 
- How, and where fhould my foul come to Chrift, 
who ig now abfent fromme ? 
Chritt comes to os his Word and Covenant 


4 oe 


159 


Se ee 


Ato, 


430 


T Pet,r, 


then ifthou were bodily prefent with him in Heaven. }. 
Bor many touched and crowded him, that never’ 
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of Graee, there islats § pirit,histruch,goodnefs,love, | |! 
taithfulneffe; receive this,you receive him; embrace} |} 
this, you embrace him; as amongour felves,’ you| \q 
fee great eftatesare conveighed and furrendred by | }] 
Bond and Writings, Acts 2, 41. When they re-| |i 
ceived ‘he word, they received C briff, ohn 15.7.) |! 
Lf my words abide inyou, i.e. If 1 abide in you by| |i 
my words, you {hall be fruicfull, “i 
By the Wordletthine eye pitchuponthe perfon; | 
doenot onely account che Promife true,bucwith Sa-| |i 
rahaccount bin faitbfull who hath promifed; and} |! 
then Jet thy heart rollit felte upon that grace & faith-| |} 
fulne {lc revealed in this word, lean upon the breaft] i 
of this beloved : and thus the foule by the chariot} 
uiheeis and wings of the Word,is profeffor of Chrift} | 
In it,and carryedupto Chrifts Crofle,as dying, Gad. | |) 
3.1. and from thence to his glory in his kingdom by, 
it, Heo. 10. 19,12. Asamian thatgivesa great e-| 
{tare by fome writing tous, wee beleeve it as if hee] ) 
were prefent; and by this wee doe not only beleevél | 
| che wricing to be true, but the man to be faichfull &} i 
loyingtous; and hereupon our hearts are carryed | | 
after the man himfelf,though afar off from us, Thus | 
wealcend to Chriftin the clond of faith; as,Jacobs|' 
though he could hardly beleeye, yetas foone as hee} | 
was perfwaded Jofeph was yet alive, his {pirit pre=| 
fetnly revived, & it was immediately with him,be- 
fore his body came to him : fo’tis with faich; che foul} ) 
goesunto Chrift, before our bodies & fouls both to- 
gether {lial ha ye immediate communion withhim, 
2°94 Fhe form of Faithi.: aca 
This isthe third thing in the defeription of Faith;| ! 
the € aming of the whole foul out of it felfunto Chriftt ! 
isthe form of Faith, andthac wherein the life and ef<| ! 
fence of itconfifts, & which doth difference is from. 
all other graces of the Spirit. The firftaGt of faith,as} | 
an it 


———————————— 


Woveary aad heavy Laden (halinot have reff, anlels 


Hwho hath done all for it, it comes out of all ip hach ot 


Hand therefore wasto live by this,colive of himfelf, 8 
HI from hinafelfe, and therefore bad no need norule of 
H] faith she lived by the law of works; which the A po- 


pp ewixt Jerufalem & Jericho, ttript. wounded, & hal 


NN) for if there had been a law chat could have givenlife, 


| | Chri moving or drawing the foul, the foul isthence 
\ moved, and comes to Chrilt, Lohn 6.64.65. The 
BI} | foulby Ginis averted trom God, and curns his back 


| |perly, but) unto God, in Chrilt againe, 1s propet- 


I = 


t ee | | 
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unites us to Chrift, js not aflurance that he is mine, 


outa coming to him with aflurance, and. here by he 
sbccome mine, Come wntothe waters, and fo buy 


wine and nilki.e, now make themyourown. The 


| 
they, come to C hréfforit. Faith doth nothing for 
life, (for thacis the law of works) iconly receiyshim 


doth, (ike Abrahame thatletthis fervants behinde 
him, when he went upto God inthe Mount) unto 
Chrift for lite, Conceive itthus; Adam had a prin- 
ciple and ftock of life in himielfe, in bisown hand, 


‘@lefecsina direét oppofitionto the Lawot Fanh, 
bue Adam being now faln, hath loft hislife, and be-} 
‘came not like the man that fell among theeves be- 
dead, but wholly dead, Eph. 2,1. fothatletany man 
feek fe from himfelf, it’s impoffible he fhould live: 


our tighteoufneffe fhould have been thereby, Gad. 
| 3, an. Hence itfollowes, It any man will have life, 
hee muft goe out of himfelte to another, viz, the 
Lotd of lite farit, John 5.40. £ ohn,6.27.23.29. 

|” Now obferve it, this very coming, this very moti- 
| on of the foulto Chrift, (a grace which Adams net- 
| ther had,nor had power toute) is Faith ;the Spirit of 


\upon God; the turning or coming of che foul (not 
lynto.duties of holineffe, forthat is obedience pro- 


lly and formally Faith, All evill is in mans elle, 
an 
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and trom himfelte ; ali mans good “is in Chrift,} 
atid from Chrift, The fouls of all Gods ele&, feeing | |) 
thefe things, torfake and renounce themfelyes, in} 
whoth & trom whom is all their evil, and come un- | }} 
|to Chrift, inwhom, & from whom tisalltheir-good. | |4 
This motion of the toule between thefe extreams, | |! 
through that va{t 8& iofinice diftance thar is between} |\ 
a finfull wretched man, arid a bieffed Saviour, is} | 
faith; for by faith principally we paffe from death | 
tolife, Lob, 5.24. The foul ofa poor tinner wound-| |] 
edand humbled; fometime knowes not Ghriftjand |} 
then cryes out, asthofe, Atts 2.37, What {hal L doe 
Whither thal | go? fometimes dares not,fomtimes | 
| cannot, it hachno heart co ftir or come, it therefore | 
looks up, and longs,and'goes unto the Lord rodraw} ) 
it,like poor Ephraim,ler,31.18,.Ob tura me Lord| : 
andthen L {hall be turned, Law, 5,21, andthis is| } 
loweft and Jea{t degree of Faith, Butatfome other | / 
time, the foul mourning for want of the Lord, the} ) 
Lord comes unto it with great clearnefle,glory aid | | 
| {weetnefle of grace & peace; and hence the foulcan- 
not but come & clofe with him,andcry Raboxi,and | 
fay,Oh Lotd, it isthy good pleafure to have refpect | 
to fuch a clod of earth, to tender fuch riches of grace]? 
to onefounworthy, andto bid, nay to beleechme} | 
tocome & take? Lord behold I come: Thisis faith, | 
Would you havea proof of it? Confider therefore 
thele particulars, 1. Confider thefe: Scriptures : 
Loh, 6.35. 1 ansthe bread of life, hee that cometh 
to me fnaltuever hunger, and he that beleeveth in\ 
me {ballaever thirft, Where you fee comming to| 
Chrift and beleeving tx Chrift areallone, So /ohx 
7.37: Lathe laft day of the feaft the Lord Chrift 
ores ent with nauch vehgmency, If any manthirft, 
lt hire come unto me and drinke, Now inthe next 
ver.38. our Saviour expounds this coming; for faith | 
he,He that beleeveth on me,out of his belly,erc. So* | 


{ 
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| Sotocometo Chrifty as uponthisto drink in of, 
} Chrifts fulnefle, isbeleeving im Chrift} So Heb.11. 
| 8, the Apoftle faiths: Without fasch wt isimpos fible 
a plenfe Godsand thenin tending the reafon ot this, 
cxplaines what hemeant by fi.2, -a#z.'to be our} 
coming unto Godyupora double teftimony, delee- 
Bh ving firttthat he ws jtecondly;that he ws arewarder 
vfthemthat feeke him diligently, or (which is all 
one) who do come unto hin. So Soht.1 2; So ma- 
vy w received him, (whichis all one with coming) 
he adopted them asfous, evento them that beleeve 
in kis name. “And hence we fhall obferye, that the | 
Scripture doth not actribute our rightéoufnels & life 
to our beleeying of Chrilt, bucto our'beleeying o7 
Chrift,é Chrift,(a phrafe pectiliar toheayenly lan- 
suage,and thercfore not found in any humane Wri- 
er) becaufe it isnotthebare beleeving of a teftimo- 
ay thar faveth us, unleffe we fo beleeve it, asto be- 
leeve in Chrift which cannot be butby comming to 
bim,and as it wereinhim, orinto him, our union 
with C hrift being made cempleate hereby. | 
. 2, Thatupon whichthe Lord promifeth life, and 
falyation,and mercy, cannot be workes, but faith, 
| Gal. 3,21. Heb. 11.6. but throughout all the Old 
J and new Teftarnent, the Lord promifeth life and 
falyationto commers,or to them that return,/er.3. 
12,E.x.33.10.10e),2,.12.13.Heb.7.2§.10h.5.40. 
| 2. Ifunbelief be nothing elfe buca departing trom 
|\God, faith can be nothing elfe buta comming unto 
| God? butrhatis the nature of unbeliefe, Hed, 3/1 2- 
| Heb.1 0.38. [0h,6.64.6 5.66.67.68.69. Loh, 12 
| 37.38.3940, The Lords great plot isto gather all 
his elect under the wings of Chrift, AZatth, 23:37. 
\ Eph, 2, 9: 10. and therefore cals them tocomeun- 
derthem by the voyceofthe Gofpel, The coming 
under them therefore can be nothing elfe but Shee 
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the proper obedience tothe Gofpel, as workes are ||| 
underthe yoyce ofthe Law. Thus Faith isthscom- } 
ing of the foulto Chrift, Buryou willfay, Did not }|} 
many come to Chrift that were never faved by hit? ||| 
_ Yes, many came to him: wich their bodily pre= 
fence, that were excluded from him, /oh26.36.._ 
Bur you will{fay, Doenoi many mensfouls come, | || 
are not many menshearts moving towards Chrift, | 
and yet excluded from Chrift 2 Doe not many cry | 
Lord, Lord ? are not many enlightned and tafte of } || 
this heavenly gift, and yet fallaway ? Iconfefle ‘tis | || 
very true; andtherefore it is fecHown in this deferip- | 
tion of Faith, that it is the comming of the whole} 
foul unto Chrift, Never did any yetcome to Chrift } |) 
and receive him with their whole foules, with all | 
their hearts, but they had fruition of him, and blefi- | | 
edneffe by him; Faiththerefore is notthe comining | | 
of the foul, but the coming of the whole foule unto | | 
Jefus Chrift; and this you may beeftablifhtinupon | | 
thefe grounds, Shire wet ot ee ea | 
1. TheScripture exprefly calls for this, Pr0.3.5.} 
Truft inthe Lordwith all thy heart, Aits 8.37. | 
\ If thou beleeveft with thy heart thou halt be faved | | 
Joel, 2.13. Turne unto the Lord with all your | | 
hearts, Ler, 29, 13. You fhall finde the Lordwhen| 
| you fecke him with your whole hearts, Aswhenwe| | 
-| havea great giftto be{tow, and we ask @ poor man |_ 
to whom we intend togive it, whether hee will ac- | 
ceptof itorno? Yes, faithhe, withallmy heart; fo] 
*tishere, the Lord askes thefe he intends to beftowy | 
his Sonupon, and faithto them, You have lived thus } 
long without him, and thus long abufed himy will | - 
you now have him, and accept of him ? Yes Lord} | 
with all my heart ; thisisallthe Lord requires, Doth | || 
the Lord require no more of me,but to come? Lord, | 
this yoyceis moft{yweet, I come with all my heart, | 
I come, ihe 2. Be-’ 


od 


é 


B} | coembrace him,or cleave to him ? 3, Becaute withe 


ail 


§] | goc to your Juftsintime of peace, and fly to Chrift 
§} | intimes of extreamity, 1s damnable hypocrite, 


\thenme, u not worthy. of mee, A filthy luft, a bafe 
| barlot hath had thy whole heart,and doft thou thinke 


| Chrift ro eafe you, and when your unruly wills and 
Huftstroubles you, you goe to the worldtoeate you, 
| and fo yourheartsare divided, and you come not. 


]is fucha Faith by which you may, as Samuel did on 
| Sauls garment, take hold of him, bucthe Lord will 


| \thence, Oh beloved, what is the reafon, that many 


_ \bloud, efficacy, peace, power from the Lord Jefus? 
13! 
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bp 2. Becaufe Chrift is worthy of the whole heart,a 
mutt bee fold away to buy this field, this treafure, 
Mat.1 3,44. Hethat loyeth fat her or mother more 


the Lord Chrift willhave it divided? is not one heart 
toolittle for him ? are nox ten thouland foulsto few 


out this your coming to him is but faigned, /er.3.19 
Theyreturnto me not withtheir whole heart, but 
faig nedly, To cleave to Chrift anda luft, toChrilt, 
and a proud heart, cannot be unfaigned Faith, to 


When con(cience troubles you, you then goe to 


wholly and onely unto Chrift for reft. Beleeveit, it 


never take hold of you. Sec a branch inthe ftock, 
if it (tayesloofely in it, ic will wicher in time ; and 
chisisthe great caufe of withering Chriftians, and | 
of fo many Apoftates in thefe evill times. Thofe 
that came to Chrift, John 6. -and followed him for 
atime, but afterward fell away, ver, 66. whac was 
the reafon of their fall? viz, when they were offen- 


but what faith Peter ? Lard, Whither [hould we go? 
ver.68, Ifyou lay the pipesthat are to convey water 
from a full founeain, but one foot, or ene inch fhort 
of it, there cannot_bee any water derived from 


a mans faith doth him.no good, derivesnolife.{pirit, 


ded at Chrift,they knew whether to go from Chriffs). 


ou ) sit becaufe Chriftisa dey Chrift, and unwilling to | 


a 


| 


| Fhe Sound Beleewer: 


communicate ? No, no,the wound 1s in their faith, }}} 
that pipe isJaid but halfeway.cto him , they fali-one |} 
foot {hort of him, their foulsicome, but theirshole ||! 


foulss doe not come to him, and hence they never | |) 


-_freach Chrift; they lyenotm Chrilt, and therefore} |} 
jreceive not from Chrift, Chrift is precions, (here |i 


there fouls come) but not exceeding precious, precis| || 
oufuc ffe wielte; as the word is, 1 Pet,2.7. (here the | || 
whole {oul doth not come) they cleave to Chrift,& | | 
reftupon Chrift, (here theirfoulscome) but they | |} 
cleave not to € Arif only, (chus their whole foulsdo | | 
notcome.( 4. Ifthe whele foul by unbeleefdeparts| | 
from God, then:the whole foul muft returne and} | 
come againunto God | Haye Bi 

5. Itthewanrofchis be the greatcaufe why men | } 


| are rejected of God, thenthe whole foule muftre-} \] 
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turmto him: » butthis isthe canfewhyall menunder| 4 
the meanesare rejected of God, Lfraelwouldnone| | 
of me, #, és would not be content alone with mee,} 
would not take guiet cowtent ment ia me, (asthe! 
Hebrew word fignifies) the Lord was norgood e-} | 
nough for them ; bute their hearts went out from |. || 
him to other things, and thereforethe Lord gave} || 
them uptotheir own hearts luft,andthey walked tr} \| 


‘their own connfels, The woman that forfakes the 


guide of her'youth, and fetsher heartasmuchupon | | 
other men asher husband, is an Adulcreffe; for] 
whichonly fhe fhallhaveabill of divorfe, i 
6, Becaufe as the Gofpel firft reveales Chrift'to] 
the minde; and then offers him tothe will,{o faith} ¢ 
which runs parallel with the Gofpell, firft fees} |i 
Chrilt; (therethe mind, one partot the foul, goes 
out) then receives Chrift gladly, (there the other} | 
part,the will,goes our) & forhe whole foul comes to | 
Chrift, The Gofpelcomestoallthe Elect, firttin 
| great 
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greatclearnes & evidence of the truth of it, a Thef} | 
1.5, towhich the underftanding aflents,and is per- 
{waded of; fecondly, in great grace and goodneffe, 
turpasfing beauty-and {weetnefle, Lam. 3.24, with 
which the willis drawn,& fothe whole toul-cornes 
unto C hrift; for the Gof pel is notonly true, butglad 
tidingsco.alltheelect, efpecially when humbled at 
Gcdsfeet, 1 Tim. 1,15, ta whow, faiththe Apo- 
Ne, Eph.t.12.1 3. you beleevedafierthat yeheard 
the word of ty #: h, (there isthe obje& of the under- 
ttanding) the Gofpel of your falvatéon, (there is the 
aoodnefle of it, the object of the will) {e that the 
whole foul is drawne to Chrift in the work of faith; 
Hee that under{tands how. /sbertms arbetrinne may 
be intwo faculties, muft not wonder, ifone grace be 
{eated in both tacuities of underttanding &€ wiil; ne 
grace can be compleatly featedin divers faculties, 
but gradually and impertectly icmay ; the work of 
faith isnotcompleat, when the under{tanding is o- 
pened only ro fee & wonder arthe miftery of mercy 
inthe Gofpel; but when the willadheres & clafpes 
about that infinite and furpasting good it fees, then 
icis perfe ted and notbefore, / of 6.40. And this is, 
the reafon why faying faith (as it iscalled). doth not 
look only toa bareteftimony and affent unto it, as 
humane faith doth; lsecaufe inthe Gofpel not only 
divine truth is propounded to the mindeto affent 
unto; butaninfinite and eternal good is offered to 
‘che heart and will of man toembrace,and thence it 
isthac it is ‘not iufficient for a Chriftian to beleeye 
Godor to beleeve Chritt, buthe muftalfo beleeve 
inhim)or elfe he cannot be faved; the object of be- 
Jeeving of him being verums, or truth; the object 
of the fecond,boxum, ot good: take heed therefore 
a poor loft finner, undone in its owne eyes for ever, 
‘not knowing what to do, wnlefic ic be tolye down, 
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and lye itil at Gods teet as worthy of nothing |} 
but hell ; whatdeth the Lord now doe ? the Lord) 
Chrit by his Gofpell firft lets in a new light at 
and it fecs the Lord Jefus there bleeding before|} 
its eyes, and held forth as a propitiationto all that| | 
beleeve, to all chat come to him; the minde {ces}; 
this my {tery,this exceeding rich grace and fice mer- 
cy,andthinkes happy arethey that fharein this mex-\} 
cy, buc will the Lord look upon tucha nothing as J 2} 
can fuchinfinite treafures be my portion ? thc Lord) 
therefore ¢allsand bidshim comeaway andenter in-\] 
tothe pefleflionof it: Thy fins indeed are great,, 
faith the Lord, yet remember, bioud-thirlty AZa-, 
naf[eh, perfecuting Paul, was pardoned 5 Nay rei} 
member my grace is fice, for whole fake I invite 4 
thee : [befecchthceto come in, thy wants indeed | 
avemany, yet remember that thou haft therefore | 
the moreneed & more caufetocome,and that iris J; 
thdthave made thee empty & poor on purpofe, that)| 
thou mighteft come: itistrue, J have an cternal pure; 
pofe to exélude many thoufands from mercy, yet; 
my purpofe isunchangeable, never to caft off any | 
that doe come tor ir; I never did ic yet, I will not do | 
jit unto thee, ifthou doft come : itis true Many -may }| 
prefime, yer itisno prefumption, but duty to obey |} 
my great command ; and iristhe greateft fin chat e- : 
ver thoudidft, or canft commit; now to reject it, | 
land retufe this grace 3 come therefore poore, weary, 
Hott, undone creature. Hereupon the heart and will! 
ccme,and reft,and roll themtelyes upon thefe bow-,; 
cls, and chere reft, thus the whole foul ccmes, & this, 
J {ay again is Faith. Juftas it is with the load- {tone} 
dyawing the iron, who would think that iron fhould | 
be drawn by it ? bur there 1s.afecret vertue comin ' 
from the ftone which drawes it, and lo it comesand | 
ig united to it; fo who would think thateyer fuch any 
| | iron 
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A on heayy earthy heare fhould be draywne unto 
WGobrift 2 yer che Lord lets our a fecret vertne of truth 
andf{weemefle from himilelf, which drawes the foule 
io Chrift; and fo itcames. | 

May nor the confideration of this bee of great 
| 


onfolation to thofé that want aflurance, and there- 
ore thinke they haye no faith? QOaremember that 
af thou commeft unto Chrift, as that poore weman| Ve 
of Canaaz, (hee had no affurancefhee fhould be a 
nelped of Chrift, nay Chrift cells her to her teeth, | 
hat hee would cot caf? childrens bread to uch dogs, | 
yet fheecameto him, and looked up to free mer- | 
ty, atid clafptrabout himand would notaway; you . 
ill fay, Was this Faith 2 yes, our Saviour him- 
clfe profeffeth it before menand Angels, Gh great 
Wes thy faith, Afatth. 1§. 28. 
So. I fay unro all you poore creatures whom the 
g-ord hath humbled, and made vile in your owne 
iil yes, unworthy of childrens bread #s dogs; yea you 
fgook tip unto, and reft upon mercy with your whole 
iy ihe this is precions Faith in the account otf 
Webrift, | : ; 
iM Buchow fhall know when the whole foule comes |O% Je" 
Wo Chrift?, > / | 
l\| When the eye of the foule fo fees Ch iff, andthe Anfiv- 
bcart fo embracethand refteth upon Chrift,as chat ic 
Mi Rethin Chrift, as in its portion and ail-fufficient 
ood ; many reftupon Chrift thardo notreftin him, 
Moat ts, chatarenot abundantly {atisfied with hit ; 
Waid hence their fouls go out of Chriftto other things 
| | ) perfect their reft, & fo their hearts are divided be- 
avec Chrift and other things 3. O fear this, faich che ‘ 
MS pottle, lef? there being a proméfe left vs of entring| 
Meto his reff, any of you fati{hort of it ; for (faith he) 
pethat have beleeved ao exter into reft,ver.3.10 lay 
MAO you;of all delufions, fear this,leit when you come 
! | } - ta the 
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~ to Chrift, and reft upon C hrift for life and falyaci- } 
tion, that youreftnot in Chrift : J tell you, faith f] 
Chrift to thofe that cameto him, and were conftant | 
followers of him, John 6,53. Except you eat the |) 
flelh & drinke the bloud of the Son of Goa, you have 4 
no lifer you; whatisthis eating and drinking ? ve- |! 
rily, fipping and rafting is not properly eating and || 
drinking, tafting your meat will not fatisfie you,and |; 
therefore will not nourifh life in yous to eate and |) 
drinke Chritt isto receive him, as to fatiate and {atis- | 
fie the foule with him % to quench all your defires, | 
your hungring and thirfting in him ; untill thy foule i 
faith, as he {aid in another cale, é as enough that Jo-'| 
| (eph lives, fo Lord IL have enough now I haye this! | 
love, this grace of Chriftrobe my portion; now you | 
re(t in Chrift. For ifthere be fome great goeda man | 
enjoyes, ifthere be any good wanting init, it is | 
not poffible chat his whole heart fhould be fet upon’ 
it: Ex: gr:aman hath food, bur if he wants cloths, | 
land his bread willnot cloath him, his whole heart’ 
will notbe fet upon his food, bucuponthae which| 
may cleath bimalfo ; fo onthe contrary ifthere be: 
ani eminent good, whereinhee findes all inone , no| 
| good out of it, that is wanting in it; ic is certaine| 
thac the whole foule is carryedafter this good; foi 
ishere, whenthe foul fo comes to Chrift, as that i] 
comes for all good to him, and fo findes all good ir| 
him, that heenow onely fupports the finking foul.| 
‘verily the whole’ foule isnew come, becaufe as 1!) 
fele before it came all wants and evills out of him. 
{o now it finds all fulneffé in hien, and whither fhoulc 
the whole {oule be carryed but after {uch a good ‘ 
whenthe Lord callsto the fouletocomeand takeal | 
with nothing, take all or nothing. And hereupar | 
itcomesand drinkes, as it is John 7. 37. fatishiing’ 
it felfe there and profeffing, Lord 1 now defirenc| 
: 7 more! 
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mare, I have enough. Oh brethren, what faith there 
‘isamong men atchisday 1 cannot tell, butcthis 1 am 
furewas e4braham faith, Gev.1 7.1. and Davids 
Hi faith. 2 Sam, 23.5. and Peters taith, John 6, 68, 
Wand Puls faith, Vhil. 3.8.9. Gal,6,14, Wheinthe 
[i foule thus refts upon the rock Chrift,the gates of he 
may avadl, bucnever prevail againtt{ucha one ¢ he 
achat hach fecthe whole world at his heels, and fold 
§himéelfe out of all for this pear], and thisabundantly 
farecompenceth allhis loffes, fich a one hath Chrilt 
Bhis owne,and {hall never be deprived of him again ; 
the Lord never gives his elect any ref{t out of Chrift, 
Mthat they may finde reftaclaft in Chrilft, Whenthus 
the foule is entered into reft, the whole foul is drawn 


HM Chrift after fome time of profeffion grew a dry end 
Hommen Chrift unto them,though ar firftthey won- 
ved ac him, and hee was very {weet unto them ; and 
sence they departed from him,as from an empty dry 
Bait in Summer time, where they found nothing to 
Mie frcfh them : but the Lord Jefus carryes «towards 
Bil the faishfull; as Elkanah did towards Havah; 
Bhough (le was ina fit, much vexed and troubled for 
vantot children, yer becaufe he loved her excced- 
ng dearly, hee quietsheragaine with this, «47 ot 
better nnto thee then ten foxnes 2? 10 though they 
Bip ay-be unquict for (ome odde fitsfor want of many 
Bipings, yet becaufe Chrift loves them, he brings 
|| L 2 : them 
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them back unto their reft,faying, edz not I bet-|\ 
ter then all friends, all creatures, all abilities, all? 
{piritdal created excellencies ? and hereby they find} 
rettcotheirfoulesinhimagain, = 
- Butisthere any Beleevers hearefo knit unto Chrift}’ 

| but that there isa heart alfo after other vanities 2 doe!’ 
chey finde fuch reftin him, aschat they finde no dif}! 
quietheffe # is there not an unregenerate part and}! 
much unbeleef remaining? is any mans faith made! 
perfect chat the whole foule muft come, or elfe therel, 
is no crue Faith ? ae | 
Icistrue, there is an unregenerate and a regenerate! 
partinagodly man, but not 4 heart and a heart (the 
noteofa wicked man in Scripture phrafe) there are’! 
difquiecings in the hearts of Saints after that they be" 
in Chri even Solomon himfelf may fometime feek’ 
out of Chrift for reft in his orchards and gardens," 
knowledge and wifdome; yetthereis a great diffe" 
renee beeweene thefe that-are in the Saints arifing® 

~ |from the unregenerate part, and chofe that be in the! 
wicked, arifing from a heart anda heart, ora double: 

_| heart;and this difterenee is chiefly {een in two things." 
_ A double minded man, who hatha doule heatt,’ 
makesnot a daily warre againit that heart which care! 
ries him away from refting onely in Chrift : for! 

} Chrift quietshis con{Cience, and the world comforts! 
his heart, Chrift gives him fome reft ; and beeaufe’ 
this is not full, his heart runs eutto the creature, and’ 
to his lufts for more; and fo betweene them both he' 
hath reft, and he is quieted with this, becaufe hee! 
feeles what hee fought for : and therefore he muft: 
needs have Chrift, elfe hisconfcience cannotbe qui-! 
et, and he muft needs have his lufts, his eafe, and this: 
world too, elfe hisheare is moft unquiet; but let him 
have both,he is now quiet, AZicah 3.11. Theprecfts| 
teach for htre (there fe world quiets thera) yet 4 
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ors lean upon the Lordtoo, becaufe this alfo coms ( | 
fortsthem; whatdothey doe? dothey make warre 


A | 


allo, P/a.73.2. hiseyes were dazied withthe giory | 

of the world and the wicked init, thac he had a/nzoff | 

MM for{aken Gods yet within alittle while after he gets 'n-| 

Wo the Sanctuary of God,and then loaths himfeife for 

fi ie bruitifh and toolifh thoughts, and Joiech with 

] odagain,{aying, Whom have I in heaven or éath 

butthee,v.25, Allthe out-runnings ofthe heartsof; 2, 

¥ rhe faithful & their difquiecnes of fpirictherby, make , 
i-hem to returne to their reft again, and give them the | 

Mmore reft inthe conclufion : David was 2 Bird out | 

Hof his neft for a time, & therforewhen he contidered PL 16, 

Bhow the Lord had faved his eyes fromtears,his ful 7 

Bifrom hell, returns again, 8¢ faith, Retarue ta thy ve/t 

Boh my foul; Pf.25,% 3.ivis faid, hes foul {ral dwel at 

ea{e,or (asthe word fignifies) (hal lodge in goodzefss 

More hard worke full of trouble, fome ftrong luft, or 

ad temptation, defertion,affiction,the Lord exerci-| 


Heth the foul withall for fome time,and fo long as the 
‘oul js in heavinefsand much wearinefle of {pirit, as 
Ais, 1 Pet. 1, 6. yer when this dayes work is done, 
henthe finis fubdued,& the temptation hathbum- 
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The Sound Beleever, 
bled bim, then a Beleevers foule fhail lodge in good” |i 
nefle ; he fhallhave aneafie bed, and {ott: pillow to ||! 
refton atnight; when hayethe faithful {weerer naps |} 
in Chriftsbofome, then after foreft troubles, long=|}i 
eft ecliples of Gods pleafed face ? when doe their ||} 
fouls cleave clofer tothe Lord, then when they are} 
ready to forfake the Lord,and the Lord them ? Cer=|}] 
tainly fire is wholly carryéd upward ; when thar}fi 
whichfuppreffeth ic, makes iat laft breake out into |} 
greater ame; ‘Peter falls from Chrift, yet he is Pe=| | 
ter,a {tone cleaving mott clofe unto Chrift,aboye all |; 
other the A poftles, becaufe his fall being greater, his 
faith clave the cloler cothe Lord Chrift for ever after) 
it Solomons heart certainly never claye fo unfepa= | 
rably untothe Lord, as after his fall, wherein he did | 
more experimentally find and feel the emptine/s andj 
yanity of thofe things, wherein he did imagine before} 
fomething wasto be founds but he thathath a dou- 4 
ble heart,never enters intoreft,butehe longer he lives, 
the more common Chrift, his truth, and promifes) 
gtow; they are but fading flowers, whofe beauty || 
and {weetnefleaftect him for a time; but.they wie! 
ther before che Sun fet: and therefore the longer he | 
lives, the lefle fayour hee findes inthefe things, and, 
thereforetakes Icfle contentment therein the Lord 
Jefusand allhis Ordinances grow more flatand dry } 
thingsto him, and thereforethough at firft he might} 
rejoyce (as Johns hearers, ohn 5. 35.) inthefe bure 
ning and fhining lights; yer it 1s but for a fealon 3) 
at lait he difcovers himlelf, not by areneyyed return-1 
ingtohisreft, but byawearyifh forlaking of it. | 
The Raven never returned tothe Ark againe, be-: 
caufe it could live upon the floating carrion on the 
waters; whereasthe Dave finding no reftthere, re-)i 
turns again, Fourthly, theendcf Faith. » |i 
This isthe fourth particular in the celaipecaa 
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‘aith, or ofa Beleevers coming unto Chrift ¢ the end 


Mof Faith is fometimes expreft by a generall word 


Wife, obs 5.40. but you mult remember that here- 


ig meantthe Lord of life firlt, and fo allthe blef- 


q 


( 


# 
/ 


J 
J 
, - 


: fingsof lite. The falinefleand hy pocrifie of Chrifts 
iollowersappeared in this, John 6.26. you feck. me, 
Paith Chrift, for loaves, that was their end; asmany 


a. one in thele dayes it they be in outward mifery, 
tecke unto Chrift for oucward mercy, core in time 
of famine, health in time of ficknefle, peace upon a- 


jward diftrefle, now they fecketo. Chrift for com- 
fort and quiet, and tolike many fick Patients defire 
the Phyfitian, notto have him marryedtothem,but 


tor fome of his Phyfick onely, to be healed by him: 


§ but what faith our Saviour to thefe perfons, ve7. 27. 
I Labour net for the meat that peryheth, what fhould 


be the end of their labour then ? hetelsthem, but for 


NM hat breadthat endures toeverlafting life; whatis 
Bithis breadefee the 33435 & 48. verfes, hetels them, 
UT anethe breadof life; {eek tor me therfore,come for 
ime ; and looke as none can have lite fromthe bread, 

unlefle he firft feed upon the bread it felf,fo none can 
A have any life or benefit from Chrift thac comesnot 


Gcltto Chrift for Chrift. Conceive of this thus: God 
sa Chrift is the compleat object of Faith undera 
double notion ; Firft, as fufheient, in being all wee 


Pi want unto us; Sccondly,as cficient,in communica.’ 


tingallrous, and doing all for us, In the firft refpect, 
heis EJbaddai,inhis promite ; in the fecond relpect, 
he is Jehovah, Exo, 6, 3+ n making good his all-fut- 
ficient promife ; hence faith comes to him for a dous 
ble end, firft tharhe would give himfelf & be all to ir; 


Biecondly:, that he would communicate all his ble!- 


4 ngs 


ny tearms in time of warre; and if they beinany |: 


Ty) 


rs 
faith : The whole foule commeth to Chrilt, For 


WChrift and all his benefits ; and this is the end of 
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'£ fe of God, (2, e. the worthof him, and thy wantof| | 
(him) thow wouldeft aske, and he woxl givethee| 


not fint Chritthimfelf andthenall che benefits off :| 


a 


boar. 3 
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promifea new heart, pardon of fin, withthe reft off 


chofe {piritual benefits, but, alfohimielfe, J will bee}|| 


iLetr Goa, aud they [bal be my people. Hence Fait 
comes firtt for chat which the Lord principally pro- |} 


rnifeth, véz.'Ged himfelf, and then forallthe rett of |} 
_j chofe heavenly and giorious benefits; and hence itis] 


fingsand the benefits al'6, and (odoe all for it. For i! 
inthe covenant of Grace, the Lerd dothnot onely} |i 


itany man come for Chrift himfelfwithout his bene-| 


fits, & regard notrhe conyeyance of them,as the Fa-. 


militts at this day doe, who abolith allinberent gra-|}I 
ces, and fome ef them all ordinances, becaule Chrift}} 


is all tothem ; or if any come for the benefits of ||| 
Chrift without Chrift himfelf, as many among our |}! 
felyesdoe, who never account them {elves happy in |i 
him, but onely by fome abilities they recetve from |} 
him; neither ofthefe come witha fingle eye, nor fixe |'4 
aright end in their clofing with Chrift; you muft}) 
firft come for Chrift himielfe,and fo for allhis bene- || 


fi tS. : Sa ae 
For‘eftablifhing your hearts in which truth, cone! 
fider thefe things. . 


od 


t, Confider what drivesany manto Chrift, Is}' 
not fenfeafwantsno main thing 2 now what area, 
Chriftians wants,when the Lord hath humbled hima] \ 
are they not, firft,want of Chrift ;and fecondly,ofall} : 


the benefits of Chrift? vez. righteoulnes, peace,par-| | 
don, grace, glory, /04.16.9. Iftherefore the fouls off 


alitheelest teela wantef both, dothnot Faith come| i 


to Chrift for both? Loh, 4. 10. /f thom kneweft thet) 


water of life, 


2, What dosh the Lord offer inthe Golpel ?is it}: 


Chit? £/ay9'6.7. To us a Son is borne, tows a So 


The Sound VBeleewer. ew 
given; in the receiving theretore of Chrift by faith, 

Ayhat fhould the foulaym at, but chat it may have the 

Whonne himfelf, and foallhis benefits wichhim ? - 

1] 3. Can any man haye cternall lite, chat not enely 

ath not the benefits owing from the Son, burthat 

Jfvancs the Sonne himiclf ? 1am fure the Apoftle ex- 

Mbrefly affirmsit, 1 lohx 5.12. Hethat hath the Son 

»ath life, hethat hath not the Sonne hath not lifes 


arily follow upon this, 
i) 4. The happinefle ofall the Saints confilts intwe 
ings : Firlt, union to Chrift; Secondly, communi- 
on with Chrift. Faith therefore pitcheth firft upon 
AC brift bim(elf that it may have fure & certainunton 
Hohim (for our unianisnot unto any of the benefits 
Hlowing tousfrom Chrift ; wee are not united unto 
HF orgivene(s of fins, nor peace of con{cience, nor holi- 
Blnes, &e, bucunto che perfon of the Son ef God him- 
Hikelf) &.chen fecondly, cometh, for the communicati- 
Non ofall the benefits arifing only from union,as Panl 
§LPL51,3.9.10. eftcems ab chiengs dung c bofs,frlt, to 
be found iz himghar fo he might have hisrighteou{- 
Rives in Juftification,e feelthe power of his death and 
Nirefurretlcon in fanctification,&c, In one werd,Faih 
firft buys the pearl it {elf, 8 then feeks to be inriched 
by itsit finds the sreafare of grace, glory ,peace,mer- 
icy,favour,recenciliacion in C brift, but then buys the 
Ol field icfelte, that it may have the treafure alfo, Mat. 
13.44. The Lord C hriftsgreat defire is, that af hs 
maght be with himato fee hes glory, Lohn 24.17. and 
‘fath defires firlt to have him,& be for ever with him, 
Bl @ foro partake of thatglory - the Lords great plot 1s 
Bi fir{t to perfect che Saints in C hrift, Col,2,10, ye are 
compleat ta him; then to make them like to Chrift by 
I, -com- 
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The Sound Belcever, 
comunicating life,grace,pzace, glory from him, Co!#l} 
3,3-4,04 ob, 3.1.2. Faith thertore firft quiets its ft It 
in him, then feeksfar life from him ; itcomes firft for} 
Chrift, and then for all the benefits of Chrift, : 
~ Ob thac this ruth were well confidered how would]}} 
it difcoyer abundance of rotten counterfeic faith in} 
the world, fome fecking for peace and comfort,and|}4 
and catching at promites without fecking firft ro |} 
havethe perton of Chrift himfelf : 42 whom onely all\\| 
the promifes are Yea, and Amen. Others defpiling |i 
the benefits of Chrift, efpecially grace, holinefle,and 
life from him ; becaufe (ay they} Chraft z alia all) 
cothem, Askthern, Haye you any grace, change of |} 
heart, &c 2 tufh ! what doe you tell them of repen: |i! 
-Teance, and faith, and holinefle? they have C hrift, and {}\ 
chat is fuffieient; they have the fuftance, what fhould} \ 
they doe now with{thadowesof Ordinances, Mini-]\ 
{teries,or Sacraments? they have all graces in C hrift,} 
why fhould they look either for being of, or evidence} 
trom any grace inherent inthemfelyes? they hayea]'} 
living holy head, but Chrifts body they {ay is a dry] \ 
Skeleton, a dead carcaffe, & they are but dry bones} 
atid is it fo indeed? then look that God fhou'd fhort-} | 
ly bury thee out of hisfight; affuredly you that want} | 
and defpifé the benefits coming from him, fhal ne=4 \ 
ver have partnor portion in’him at the great day off \ 
Account; Chri/t isa Saviour to fave men from thet | 
fines; not tofave men andthetr fixnes; Chritt is} \ 
King, and Prieft of his Church, holy and feparatea} 
from finnes, Heb.7. 26, and if you have any part} 
or portion in hima, hee hathmade you Kizgs anal 


¥ 
i 
y 


i 
q 


Prieffs alto to God and his Father, and hath not left} | 

you in your’ pollution, but waht you from it 2 bes} | 

own blood, Rev.1,§.6. The law of God ts written on} | 

the heart of Chreft, Pfa.40.8, wih Heb, 10.5, 6.7.4 | 

and if ever he wraps youup in the coyenant of ~~“ i 
he 
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Noe will vite hes law in your hearts alfo, Heb.8.10, 
Ml Letalidehided Familiftstremble atthis, chat in 
Nhdyancing Chrift himfelte,and free grace, abotifh 
Bhd defpite thofe heavenly benefits which How from 
Him, untoall the Elect. Letothers alo mourn over 
Bithemfelyes, that have with much affliction beene 
Niceking after Chrifts benefits, peace of con{cience, 
Molinefle of heart and life, promiles to affure them 
Bf eternal glory, but have not fought firftto embrace} 
Hand haye the perfon of the Lord Jefushim(elf. 

| Ohcome, come therefore unto the Lord Jefus 
tor Chrift bimfelfe, and tor all his benefits ; 1 fay for 
AQ bis benefits. This is that which the Apoftle 
Bipraycs for with bended kvees for the Ephefians, 
What they might (nottake ina little, but) compre- 
Wendt he height depth, length,bredth of Chrifts love, 
A bat fothey might be filled with all the fulneffe of 
ioe This is that which our Saviour exprefly with 


much vehemency calls for, John 7, 37. Let allthat 

1 ch ir/t come unto me, and drinke, not fip andtafte a 

} (tle, as Reprobatesand Apoltates do, Heb.6.4.5- 
N) but diizke, and drinke abundanily, asit 1s Cant. 5. 
41. Andobferve it, that upon thefe very termes the 

| Lord tenders grace and mercy, Row, 5,17 the A- 

B} poftledothnot fay, 7 hey that receive a little, but 2- 
bundance of grace, (hallreigue by righteoufrelfew:~ 
toeternal life, Oper thy mouth wide and I will fill 
jit, Pfal, 81. 11,12, And moft certainly thisis one 
principal difference between the Faith of the Eieet 

}\ and the reprobates, (and if I miftake not, the p:inci- 
pal the Elect clofe w ithChrift for thatend,for which 
| the Father offers him, which is, tharthey might pof- 
(efle his Son, and all his benefits, andtherefore come 
poorand empty, for all; the reprobate come not for 
}| all, but for fo much and no more then will ferve their 
own trne; in mifery they would have Chuift to deli- 
vet 


The Sound Belecver, ng 
jverthem, but. wharcarethey for fpirituall mercies 2! 
jin trouble of confcience, ox after cheir foule falls in-} 
‘to filthy lufts and finnes, they come to Chrift to for=}) 
give them and comfort them, but what care they for}! 
holinefle and a new nature ? feme fins they would} 
have Chriftfavethem from, butthey regard notre-}4 
‘|demption from all; they cannot cometo Chrift,that}) 
-[allthe powers of darknefle may be perfectly fubdus|f} 
ed, thar their own finnes, and felyes, conceipts, and}! 
wills, may be led away captive by this mighty Con-|f! 
querer ; that Chrift inall his authority, grace, peace, |il 
lie, glory, might be for ever advanced inthem and|fi 
by them. Je was e4u/fins complaint in his time} 
of many of hishearers, chat Chriftum affequi, toll 
have Chrift was pleafing cothem 3 but fegue C hrifi=|) 
“a, totollow Chrift, thiswas heayy. Toclofe with} 
 Chrifts perfon, i$fweet tomany; but to clote with 
\his will, and co eome to him that he would give them } 
a heartcolye under nn, this benefit they defire not.}9 
All Chrift isufeleffe and needleffe; but fomething |) 
trom Chrift is precioustothem : forthe Lord Jefus| ¢ 
fake, beloved, take heed ofthis delufion; [fany ching |‘ 
hath beene bought forus ata deare rate, and coft}! 
‘mueh ; ifthe man {hould offer toholdany part of it} 
back, wewillnotabate him any thing, we wili have] 0 
ic al], becaufe ic coft deares I tell youpardon of finne, | !! 
peace with Ged, the adoption of fons, the fpirit of 
| grace, perfeyerance to the end, the kingdomeof gio- 
ry, the riches of merey, hayé beene bought for you} 1 
by a deare and great price ,. the precious blood of} 
| Chrift ; and therefore if the juftice of God fhould. 
hold back any thing, or thy ovyn beleef telithee thefe } | 
are too greatand many for fo yile a creature asthou 
| artto enjoy, yet abate che Lord nothing; fay thou 
art vile, yet Chrilts blood that bought not fome, but |: 
allthefe, is yery precious, and therefore take them all 
| tol | 


| eT Sound Beleever. 


a ene 
to thy felf,as thy portion for ever,and bleffe the Lord, 


ithe Lord:to invite you to pofleffe .4// or nothing ? 


why 


i 


as David doth, Pfa,16.7. that gave thee this conn- 
Jel, Whiles you‘are in peace, i¢ may bee you may 


neglect fag falyation ; but the time of diftrefle 


and anguith may come wherein you may feela need 


i} of all, even of thofe hidden depths of mercy above 


your reachand reafon; and therefore, as Bees, ga- 


}} cher in your honey in fummer time, and with Jofeph 
14 lay up in thefe times of plenty, wherein the exceed- 


ing tichesef grace is opened and poured out at your 
heels, for thofe times of approaching famine, and for 


f} chofe many years of fpirituall defertionand diftrefs, 
f] Wherein you may thinke, can it ftand with the hon- 
our of Godto fave fucha poore finfull creature as J 


4m? what iron heartis not drawne by this love, for 


Db * 


Dives in hell was defirous of a drop to Coole his 
tongue ,’ and behold the very depths and Seas of 


grace are opened for thee to come in and partake 
\of, if che Lord Jefus fhould be offered unto thee to 
|pardon fome finnes, but nor all; to pardon all fins, 


but net to healethy naturealfo; or to-heale fome 


i back- flidings, bur norall ;' co fupply thy {pirituall 


waits, but not outward alfo,as may be beft for thee; 


| orto fupply outward, but not inward and fpiricuall ; 


if hee fhould offer to doe thee good in this life, but 


| Not in death nor after death,you might refufe to come 


in; burwhen all is offered, all that mercy, which 


| no eyeever faw to pity thee; all that love where- 
| with eAbraham, David, Paul, &e were em- 


braced, now to refiufeto core up and pofleffe thele ; 


| how can you efcape the foreft vengeance of a jealous 


God, that neglect fo great falyation ? Oh Lord! 
what extremity of anguifh and bitternefle wilt thou 


|| one day beein, when the contempt of this grace, 


glowing upon thy confcience .,. {hall prefle thee 
down! 


~The Sound Beleever: 
down with thefe thoughts, Iam now under all miferh 


Iry, bue L mighthaye had afl Gods grace,all Chrifts) 


Object. 


| Anfo, 


| Pi. 35. 
Ik- and 
132. 9. 


glory, but wretchthat Jam, I would not, Methinks) 
if your owne good hereby fhould not draw you, yet 
the exceeding great glory the Lord fhall have theres}, 
by, fhould force you to accept of all this graces for} 
ifihon didft receive alittle grace,beleeyea litcle mers), 
cy toward thee,this makes thee fometime exceeding} 
thankfull, dothicnot? and the yery hope of more}; 
| makes thy heart break forth intoa holy boafting and! 
elorying in Chrilt, Who s a God like untothee? Sup-\) 
pofe therefore youdrank inall, andyeceivedallthat, 
which the Lord freely offers, fhould not the Lord|, 
be exceedingly magnified then? could{t theu con=)) 
taine thy felfechen, without crying out, Ob Lord), 
now let thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes} 
have feez, and my foule hath now-poflefhion of ty |) 
falvation? would{t net call to che hills, and Seas, |) 
and Earthyand Heavens, and Saints, and Angels, to} 
break {orth into glorious praifes, 8 bleffethis God, |, 

But what have I to doe to come, that am fo poor, | 
and empty, and full of woes, and wants, and finnes 2}; 


never was any fo miferable, and blinde,and naked); 


‘as i, AN 
If Faith commeth for allto Chrift, and fetchethall 


frombim , then never be difcouraged becaute thou} | 
ha ft nothing co begin unto him; lecallthy wants and) , 
miferies be argumentsand motivestherfore to come | 


4 


-unto him, Kev.3.17-18, Becaufe thou art poore 1 , 


naked, nay becaulethou kvoweft ét not, and artnoy ; 
affe Sted with it,cherefore Come untome,and bx eye-} | 


| falveyand gold, & white rayment. Lerdpardonm)| | 


Pfa.go, | O%,laith David, becan{e it us great: have mercy up| | 


13.22, 
Hof.6, 
I,2 


on me, for I amconfumed wath grief, & am in trou 
ble, Let mercy & truth continually preferve me,for 
innumerable evils have compaffed meroundabont.| , 
Let usreturn } wr 


2 
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nto the Lord, becaufe he hath wounded ws, 1am a 


dogge, therefore let me have crums, faid the Wo~-} 


pian of Caxaanz: Ohthis is crofleco fenfeand rea- 
on, and we cannot beleeve while we are 1o exceeds 
ng poore, empty, vile, that the Lord fhould looke 
aponus; but beloved, you little chinke what wrong 


ily ou do toyourfelves, & the Lord Jedus hereby $ for 


y this meanes Chrift isnot fo much exalted, nor the 


| creature humbled, both which concurring in Faich, 


nake thofe acts of faith moft precious; for while 
you ftand upon fomething, and would have fome- 


1 ic to bring ro Chrift,you hereby exalt your felves; 


but when you come with fenfe of nothing elfe bur 


| pan and wants, andfee Chrift now making of you 


welcome, Oh thisis not onely mercy, but rayifh- 
jing mercy. Jf you fhould come with fenfe of fome- 


| what to Chrift, and to fee hislovetoyou; youmight 
elorifie mercy in the height, and length, aid breadth 


of it, but not in.the depth of it, unlefle you fee it 
reaching its hand co yeu, when youare fallen into: 
{o low and poore a condition as nothingnefle and 


Hi cmprtiveffe, and mifery it felfe, And, therefore 


do not come to Chrift only forthe benefits ofthe co- 


Biivenant, but for the condition of italfo, when you fee} 
Bi lawancof Faithit felf,as Hezeksahdid, L/a. 38.14, 


Lord 1 am oppreffed, undertake for me, Kings . 
57.58. De net und ola fulfill any a of 
the covenant, or any Condition in it, orany duty re- 
qc ired of thee, of thy felfe, but goe empty to Chrilt, 
and fay as David, Lord/ willrunthe wayes of thy 


falvation, if thou wilt fermy heart at liberty, Pfal, 


1119.32.23» Qvickenme, and I_willcall upoathy 
| name, Pfal.80.18, Be ftrongin the Lord; andthe 
| power of hismighr, butnotofthine owne, | 
- Butlcome forall, andam never a whit the better, 
butas poor and miferable ftillasever I was, 
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184 . The Sound Beleever, 
Anfir. It the Lord keeps you poor and low, yet the fame py 
motiye that made thee come, let it make thee ftay 5]Ii 
it may bethe Lord feesthou wouldit grow full andj 
lifted up if he fhould give thee a little, and therefore }} 
Hol6 keepsthee low ; better be humble then full & proud. } 
53, | | het 308 goe unto the Lord, becaufehe hath wounded, \ 
je broken,and lain ws, But they might object, We doe’ 
-  |come, butfinde ne help, no cure. It may be fo; yet} 
itis faid, After two dayes hewillrevive us, and they, 
third day we fhallliveinhis fight,andwe [hal know \ 
him, if we {hall follow'on to.know him, ver, 6. His|i 
goings forth are prepared asthe morning, it may bef} 
night foratime, but the Sun of righteoufneffe will pp 
arife gradually and glorioufly upon thy foul. bh 
Truly brethren, when I fee the curfe of Godup. |i 
on many Chriftians thatare now grown full of their] 
parts, gifts, peace, comforts,abilities,duries; I {tand } 
adoring the riches ef the Lords mercy to a little} 3 
handfall of poore beleeyers, not-onely in making | 
them empty, but in keeping ofthem{o alltheir days 5] 4 
and therefore come tothe Lord poor, empty naked, |} 
nothing, curfed in thefenfe ofthy want ef all things, |\) 
for allthings, and then receive with gladnefle, yer}ij 
boldnefle arid holy confidence, not onely patdon of |i} 
fome finnes, but ofall; beleeve,anfwer not to fome | 
prayers, butafl, Embrace in thy bofome not fome}} 
Jfew promifes, bucall. It isa great cafe of confcience, 
When may achriftian takea promife without pre- 
fum ption as fpoken to him, and given ta him in par- 
ticular ? and the rule is very fweet, but certain : When | | 
he takes all the Scripture and imbraceth it as fpoken} ; 
unto him, hee may then take any particular proper} | 
promife boldly; my meaning is, when a Chriftian] | 
takes hold & wmftles with God forthe accomplifh-| | 
mentefall the promifes of the new Teftament,when] | 
he fetsall she commands before him, as his ruleand? 
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dt ompafle and guide towalke after, when heapplyes 
ial che threatnings to drive him nearer unto Chrift 
heend of them ; thisno hypocrite can doe, this the 
M>aints {hould doe, and by this may know when the 
Lord {peaksin any particular tothem; goe Ilay a= 
sain thereforeunto the Lord for all,and in the fenfe 
ip fallyouremptineffe be abundantly comforted, that 
hough youdo not finde fupply from Chrilt, yet you 
pore unto the Lord Chriftiorit: it isa certain rule, 
feu fhall nocalway want that good which youcome 
| a Chrift tofupply, nor alway be maftered withthat 
Hiinne which you cometo Chrift with, to take away ¢ 
Bbnely then be fure youcemefor ai ; otherwife you 
floenot come truly : come firtt for Chrift himfelfe, 
Bind then (as I faid) for all his benefits, 
—Toeonclude; this is the direét and compendious 
} way of living by Faith; fo much urged and prefled 
Nf Gods fervants : for toliye by faith properly 1s to 
Hive upon the promife inthe want ofthe thing, Or to 
Al pprehend the thing in the promife, Hed.11.1. now 
Hbe promifesare not given to the Elect immediately | 
Hvithout Chrilt, but firft Chrilt is given, #. e. offered 

| 
! 


[fe Sere 


Nn the Gofpellandreceiyed by Faith, and then with 
Mimallthingsalfo; and therfore the Scripture runs 
Mbus, J/a. 5521+ 2+ 3,4. Come wnt o the waters an 

DWricke, andthen1 veil make an everlafting (ove- 

rant, (which contains all the promifes) event he {ure 
Divercies of David: the Apoftle exprefly difputes the 
Phafe,and faith, Wherethere is a Teftament , (con- 
hining Evangelical promifes) there muft firft be thé) 
BWlcath of the Teftator, Heb.9,1§.16.to whom wee 
Nault firkt come by Faith, before we can hayerightto 
| + igen ye 2,2 5:and 10,16,17619+2 2. 
5 nb juftified by Faith, now wee have peace with 


> 


jod,nay we have accef[eto God, nay now wee are of | 
| ure fianding now we hope in glory tocome, RO.5: 
+23.4ealltollows the firft, M Flow 


a al 


| 
| 
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SN 
How fhalla Chriftian theretore live by Faith 2 tru |j 
ly, firtt receive Chriftand'come to him forthe end I} }) 
mention; and then thou'maift be fure all ocher things, 
{halibe giventothce, As forexample ¢ doft want a-)}/ 
ny temporal blefling ? fuppofe ic be payment off} 
| dels, thy dayly bread, proyifion for thy family, a}}) 
comfortable yoke-felow,&c, look now through the} | 
Scvipirefor promiles of thefe things,and let thy faith}|) 
act thus; If God hath given me Chrift, the greateft}| | 
blefling, then certainly he will give me all thefe {male |} 
ler matters as may be good for me;butthe Lord hath} 
given me C hrift,and therefore J fhall not want, P/adJit 
23.1 ‘ihe Lord ts m2) thepheard, faith David what) 
follows ?./ fbadxot want + there is the like reafon inj] 
ali other things, fuppofe itbe in care of protection} 
|fromenemies, if the Lord hath given me Chrift co}, 
fave me from Hell, then hee will{ave me from theleh 
flefhly enerniesmuch more : you fhall fee, Efay Jah 
a promife given that Syria (hould not prevail agaznfrl | 
Judah; they doubted of this, how doththe Lord feek}, 
to afiure them e you {hall fee, Ver. 14s it is by pra 4 1 
mifing 4Vérgin jhallconceive and beare a Son ana, 

\ hes name [bail be Emanuel ; this is a {trange reafon,} 
(yet youtmay fee che reafon of it if you confider this j 
| point) fo Efay 9,5. 6. The oppreffors rod {ball bee) 

briken Por unto us a Son ts born, a Sonus given By) 
faith they put to flight the Armies of Alients,brake ; 
downthe walls of jericho, did wonders tn the world, 
what did they chiefly look to in this their Faith ? you, 

| , : nove 
thal fee, Heb. 11.39.40, it was by relpecting the, 
‘pramifeto come, and the better thing Chrift J efus, 
‘himlelf,which we now fee with open face, 8c therfote | 
hecoixludes, Heb, 12.1.2.3, Having {uch a cloma 
of witeffeo,chat thus lived && dyed by faich,Jet zsZoak\ 
_ unto Jefits the Anthor and finther of owrs, The Pro-\ 
phec Habakuh Hab, 2.5. affirms, thatthe Juft /hal, 
 bige 
4 : Vag | 
” Ba a a a ee 


ae. 


broken for fin, he cannot prevent the Lord by com- 
Ming of himfelfe unto Chrift, and therefore the Lord 
Mi prevents him, by his gracious call and invitatien to 


facome in ; Whom God hath predeftinated , them \Rom,8 
MAath he called, our MHTRROR from darknefle into } 3 ae 


i Gods marvellous light is by being called, The foul is 
Soft inhumiljacion, the Lord Jetus who is cometo 
favethat which isloft, feeketh it out in vocation, Or 


Picalling : Sanctification isthe re{toring ofuscothe I- |1 Pet,2. 
Image of God we once had in Adam, ag corruption | 9 


Mlisthe defacirig of thac Image, vocation is the calling 
Obf the fonlunto Chrift,chis voyce Adam never heard 
Blof; he did not need any calltocome to Chrift, and 
Dh ierefore was immediately fanctified, as foone as he 
Shevas made: but we need Vocation unto Chrift, be- 


* | 


Fomake us cometo Chrift, to putus into Chrift,and 
Pherefore much more before we can receive any holi- 
hcf from Chrift; the ground of our coming by faith 
is Gods call, 2 Thef. 2. 13,14. ( hofento falvation 
§ rough fanttification, (the remote end of vacation) 
Mind belief of the truth, (the next end of it) wherenn- 


Vo he hath called you; there is the ground of it. 
1 M 2 The 
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, The explication of this call isa point fullof many fpi- | 
‘\ ricuall difficulties; but of fingularufe, and comfort to } ji 
them thac arefaithfull and called; I {hall omit many | 
things , and explicate only thofe things whieh ferve | | 
offr purpofe here in thefethree particulars, . | | 
» . @ IT fhali fhew you what this call is, or the} |! 
AMAL OF ES epi etia dy yes A ota ne 
2, Vheneceflity, of tty 3) 2am os gan ll 
3. How it isa ground of coming, and what| }\; 
.. kindeof ground for Faith, Tee. |) 
1. The nature of this Call I fhall open for yout | |; 
more diftin ct underftanding in feverall Propofitie} |) 
ons, Or Thefes.. Our Vocation or Calling is ever by} |); 
fome word or voyce, either outward, or inwatds or} | 
both; either ordinary or extraordinary ; by the Mi-} }) 
niftery of men, or by immedjate yiftons and in{pi- | 
rations of God, I fpeake not now of extraordinary | ;} 
call by dreamsand yifions, and immediate infpira-| {| 
tions,as in Abraham, and others, before the Scrip-| || 
tures were penned and publifhed ; nor of extraordi-| ;| 
nary call, by che immediate yoyce of Chrift?-as in| 
' >| Pauland in fome other of the Apoftles $ for thefe} ,| 
are ceafed now, Heb,1.1. unlefie it be among peo-} || 
ple that want ordinary .meanes,and elect infants,&c, } || 
whofe call muft be more then by ordinary meanes, } | 
becaufe they want fuch ‘means; wee f{peake now of} | 
otdinary callby the Minifteryofmen. .—s 
2. This yoyce in ordinary calling home of the ele] | 
to Chrift, isnot by the yoyce ofthe law, (for the pro-| ,| 
2 Thef2 |'péerend of that is to revealefin and death, and to caft} | 
14, down a finner)but by the voice of the Gofpel bring-| ; 
lob, 20. | ng gladtydings; written by che Apoftles, and prea-| 
31, ched to the world, Hee hath caled you by our Gofpel, 
1Cor.1| / hele things are writtent hat you might beleeve, By\ ; 
a1 with | 2%¢ fooldbnefs of preaching,the Lord {avesthem that | 
26,  - }Seleeve. | meane preaching at the firft or fecond re=} \} 
Hy ON i bound, | | 
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The Sound Beleever. 189 
‘bound, by lively yoyce, or printed Sermons at the 
time of hearing, ot in the time of deepe meditation, 
concerning things heard 3 the Spiric indeed inwardly 
accompanies the yoyee of the Gofpel , bur no mans 
call is by the immediate voice of the Spirit without 
the Gofpel, or the immediate teltimony of the Spirit 
breathed out of ‘free grace without the wotd, Eph, 1. 
12,13.And therefore that a Chriftian fhould be im- 
mediately called withouttheScripture,and the Scrip- 
cure only given to confirm Gods imediate promite, 
Mas a Prince gives his Letter to confirme his promile 
made toa man betore ; (as Va/deffo would haye it,) 
isbotha falfe and adangerousaffertion, ~ — 
3. This voyce of the Gofpellisthe voyce of God 
in Chrift, or the voyce of Jetus Chrift, although dif- 
Hypented by men, whoare but weake inftruments for 
WMachis mighty workefencand fet in Chrifts {tread ; but 
Miche call, the voy ce is Chrifts ; itsthe Lords call, Kom. 
11.6. itis cectaine foie ofthe meflengers of Chrift 
Picalled the Romanes by the Gofpell, yet Pav/ faich, | Toha 5. 
Wirhey were called by Chrift’ fefus, the dead heare his | 29. 
DN vorce and arife analive; and when thetime of cal-| 2 Thef.2, 
Hing comes, they liftento it as bz call . and hence it) 12.13. 
His ftyled, Heb. 3.1 .becaufe the Lord Chrift from hea- 
Piven!peaks, takes che written word in his own lips, as 
itwere, Cazt, 1. 1. 2, and thereby pierceth through 
Ithe ears, to the heart, through all the noyfe of feares, 
fortows, objections againft beleeving, and makes it 
ito beheard as his yoy ce; ‘the bowels of Chrift now 
Pi yern toward an humbled loft finner, bleeding athis 
Biteet, therefore can containe no longer, but {peakes | 
P48 calls, arid makesthe foul underftand bis yoice : {o | 
bat chis call is nota mean bufinefs, becaufe the Lord 
. Jefus him(elf now {peakes; whole voyce is glorious. 
By 4. The fubftance ofthis call, or the thing the Lord 
HP }calls unto, is to come unto him ; tor there is a more 
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- | eommon calling (or as fome terme ita particular 


Efay § 
I, 2 


| calling) of men, asfome tote ALafters or Servants,\ | 
I Car, 7224.20.21. orto office én ( burch ar (,0m- 
| mon-wealih,as Aaron,Heb,5.4, and the voice there} 
| isto attend unto. their work to which they are called, 
|Thereisalfoa remote end of yocation, which is to} 
‘| holineffe, & Thef.4.7, and unto glory allo, 2 7 4e/.2. | 
14. Phil, 3.14, but we now {peake of more {peciall 
ealling, the next end of which isto conse unto ( brit.) 
the foul hathliyed many years without him, the Lord} 
Jefus wil now have the loft prodigallro come home, 
to come to him ; thefoul isweary and heavy ladems |) 
and the Lord Jefus would eafily eafe it without its 
comming to him : but this is his will, hee muft}y 
come to him for it, Mat. 14,27, Ler.3.7.22.1 faidh 
after {he had done thefe things, Turn unto me, come |! 
unto me yeback-[liding cbile ren, ll heal your back=\\) 
\flidings, Ler. 4.1. If thou returneff,returne unto mes 
This yoyce, (€ ome uxto me, is one ofthe fweetelt} 
words that Chrift can fpeak,or maneanhear, full of), 
-|Majefty, mercy, grace, and peace; a poore finner |i 
thinks; Will the Lord ever putup fach wrohgs I | 
have offered him, heal {ucha nature, take fucha vipet | 
into his bofome ; dee any thing for me ? If there be}: 
but onein the world co be forfaken, is it not 1? the!) 
Lord therefore comesand cals, Come unto me and I ii 
will pardon allthy fxs, Lwillheal all thy back-flid- t 
engs, 1 will be angryno more,Ler.3o1 261 3- 1 bough 
thou haft commutted whoredome with weary lovers, 
et return unto me faiththe Lord, Jer. 3.1. Lhouga }} 
thou haftrefifted my Spirit, refufed my grace, wea- | 
ryed me with thing iniquities, yee come unto me,and 


5 this willmake me amends ; Ixequire nothing of thee} 


elfebutrocome : for Gods call 1s aut of free grace,t 
Gal,1,6. and therefore calls for no more but only to} 


come up and pofleffe the Lordsfulnefle; Lxke 14, |i 
17. 1 07.1.9, 5. This]. 


— 
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| 7 F his calla come, is for fubftance allone with the 
| offer of Chrift ; which confifts in three things. : 


and ready.to be given toit ; as wher we offer any | 
thing to one another, it is by com manding them to 
cake ic: 1 Lohn 4, 23. and.this bindes con{cieénce to 
beleeye, as you willanfwer for the contempt of this 
rich grace, at the greatday of account, 
| 2, Perfwafionand intreaty tocome & receive what 
we offer 3 for infuch an offer whereinthe perfon is. 
unwilling to receive & we are exceeding defirats to 
give, we then perlwade ; fodeth Chrift wich us, 
M3. Promile; to offer a thing without 2 promile of 
paving its we receive it, is but a mock-offer; and 
hence youfhal finde in Scripture fome promile ever 
annexedunto Godsoffer , which is the ground of 
Faith, Leh, Be <4: 
6, Thiscall ot offer hath three fpeciall qualificati- 
Mons: firft, itis inward as well as outward,. forthe 
i) Lord calsthoufands outwardly who yet never come, 
Ibecaufe they. want an inward call to come; an in- 
i veard whifpering {tillvoyce of Gods Spirit: &¢ there- 
fore it isfaid, He that hath heard and learned (not 
Wofmanonly,but) of the Father commeth unto me, 
Tobn 6.45, The Lord dothnot ftand atthe outward 
dooreonly and call to open, but the Lord Jefus comes 
‘in, he comes heare unto the very heart ofa poor fin- 
ner & makesthat underftand,He f.2.1 4.8 the Lord 


Hu hearts of his Eleét ;-Look (faiththe Lord Jefus) how 
B11 have lefethoufand choulandsin the wotld,and have 
Bi had greater caufe foro have left thee; bur behold I 
! Oh come thou unto ine, : 

: therc is a general call & 
Now though this be a 
yetthe Spirit of Chiilt 


which 


am comeunto thee, 
B] 2, Itisa particular call ; tor 
Bl offer of grace to every one. 

§] means to make it particular, 


1, Commandement to receive Chriftas prefent | 


Iinakes his grace glorious, & his mercy fweet,unto the}, 
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whieh is wont to apply generfls unto particulars pat | 
ticularly, makes the call particular, that the fonle fee$ |\ 
that the Lord ii f{pecial means me, fingles out me in 

{pecialto beleeve ; ocherwifethe fouls of the eleé&t will ji 
not be much moved withthe call of Ged, {0 long as\ 
they thinkethe Lord offers no more mercy to mee} 
then to any Reprobate; and thereforethe Spirit of} 
Chrift makes the call particular, E/ay 43.1. [have |i 
called thee by name, Lohn 10.5, Hee calleth alt his\i 
fheepe by name, netthatthe Lord calls any by their}! 
chriften name (aswefay ) asthe Lord did extraordis || 
narily call Samuel, Samuel,and Paul, P aul, but the }i 
meaning is, look as the Lord from before al! Worlds}, 
writ down their name inthe book of life, and loves|| 
them in {peciall; fo in Voeation (the firft opening of} 
Eleétion ) the Lord makeshis offer and call {peciall, i 
and fo fpeciall as if itwere by name; - for the foule at) 
this inftant feelsfuch a {peeial ftirring of the Spirit u-|4 
pon it, whichit feelsnow, and never felt before ; as! 
alfo its particular cafe fo fpokenunto, and its parti- 

cular objections fo anfwered, andthe grievoufnefle|: 
of its fin in refufing grace fo particularly applyed,as|| 
if God the only fearcher of heartsonly {pake unto it, |) 
and fo dare snot but think and beleeve thar the Lord)}) 
meanethme, 3, Ic is effeQtuall as well as inward 

and particular, Like 24.33. Compellthemto come 
ins Fob, 10,16, Chrifts other (heep [hal hear Chrifts \ 
voyce, and thole he zz? bring home; for every in-'\ 
ward callisnot effectual. There came a man in with- 
out his wedding garment, AZat, 22. 6.7.8. -wheriee | 
our Saviour faith, ALany are called but few chofen; | 
but this I now fpeake of, as a calling ont of purpofe, 
Rom,8,28, and therefore never leaves the foule,untill 
it hath reall poffeflion of Chrift, and refts there ; chis \ 
call falls upon a finner humbled, not hard hearted, 1 
and hence the call is effectual, 1Zat.9.1 2,1 3, 2 Chr, i 
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0.10, 14. it isfiycha callas was in creation, Kon. 4. 
: 7: And hence the foule cannot but come, and when. 
iis come itcannot depart, like Peter, Lord,whit her 
Would we goe ? andtherefore thoughit hathnever fo 
pany objections in coming to Chrift,neverfo much 
Hiyeakeneffe or heartlefnefie to clofe with Chrift, yet 
ne Lord brings it home, and there keepsit, and now | 
i: infinitely bleflech God that ever the Lord gave it 
Mneyetofee, an heart tocomeand feek after felis | 
iW -brift, “Thus muchof the nature of this Call, now 
ollowes the neceffity of it, which appeares inthefe 
Bhiceparticularss4 nequesPoe Vet eb pet loa 
i” r, Noman fhould come unleffe firft called; as}: 
| Loe calling toan ordinary office, fo tis'in our cal-' 
ing much moreunto fpeciall grace; the Apoftle 
WMaith, Heb. 5.4, that No man takes thes honour, 
Wat he that 1 cahed of God; fo whathath any man’ 
fo dos with Chrift,tomake him(elfe a fon of God,| 
WIS heir of glory thereby, buthe that iscalled of God? | 
Wivhat have we to do to take other mens goods,unlefle | 
Wiealled thereto? what have we todo to take the riches 
Hof grace and peace, if hot called thereto? ’tis prefum- | 
Wi>tion totake Chrift whiles uncalled, .buc not when 
youare calledthereunto;:7 oo. oat 
i) 2. -Becaufe no«man would come without the 
MLordscall ; AZatch..20,.6,7. Why fiand you here | 
allthe day idle? The anfwer was, No maz hath 
Wired, or called us thereto, VVhen there is 20 
outward call onely y yet men will not-come 19, 
Nc Afatth. 23, 37. and therefore there muft.be an | 
| 


Hie feCtuall call tobring men home, Efay 55. 5- and | 
therefore you fhal {ce many;let there be a legall com> | 
imard, fuppote to langtifea Sabbath, orto {peake | 
Bithe truth; they haveno objections againtt obedi- | 
ence unto this: but prefle them to beleeve, fhev¥ | 
them:Gods call tor-it, they have more feares anc 
! : object’ 
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objectious rifing againftthisthen there be haires o } 
their head,becaufe the foul would not clofe with thisy) 
3. Becaufe no mancouldcome, unleffe called 
lohn 6. 44, No man cancome untome, wnleffet hel’ 
Father draw him; andhow doththe Father drayya- 
py man, but by this call? if the Lord fhould noel 
come and {peak himlelf, and make his callthe moft}! 
joyfulleydings and the fweeteft meflage chat ever} 
carneto it, it would fay, I have no heart, I cannot, 1/1 
am not able,for Rom.,11.32. wee are {hut up snder'\ 
unbelief ; andtherefore che Lord Jefus, Luke 15, 5.! 
sauit bring his {freep home upen his thoulders, elfe it! 
| will lye inthe. Wildernefle of its owne droopings;! 
whereas when the Lord effeQtually {peaks, the foule’ 
cannotbutceme. Laftly, Howthis callisagronnd) 
of Faith, and what ground of Faith, | For anfwer?| 
hereunto, I do make this call confidered without the’! 
promife,the ground o” which Faith refts, (for thar is’! 
Gods free grace inthe promife) bue the ground dy! 
which icrefts, or wherefore it re{ts upon the promile, | 
The mind fees (1.) thefreenefle ef mercy re a poore | 
finnerin mifery; and this breeds fome hopethe Lord 
may pity ic( 2.) The fulnefle and plenseous riches of 't 
mercy, & this givesvery greavencouragement to the | 
‘| foulto think the Lord (it [cometo him) farely will 4 
not deny meadrop, Pfal. 130.728. The Prodigal! 
comes homebecaule of bread enough ia his fathers ' 
houfe, though he was notcertainhe fhould have any. : 
(3) The pescioufnefsand {weetnefle of mercy makes | 
the foul long vehemently for it, P/°36,6, 7. & makes! 
it fer all other things ata low rate toenjoyit,» but 
when unto all thisthe Lord fendsa {pecial comandes |! 
ment,and a {peeiall meflageon purpofe,andicals it to |! 
come in, and.accept of it,anditake mercy as itsown, || 
and that for noorherreafon, bur becaufe it is com. || 
manded & called toacceptof it; this putsanend un=} 
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all doubts sal fear sal difcouragem ents,and che foal 
Wp iwers as thole, Ler, 3,22» Behold we come, thow 
Withe Lord owr God. As aman in great want of 
IIccad, onecomesand ficely offershim bread te pre- 
iecve his life, the man takes it if you. ask bim, Why 
t P you take it? you area poor fellow unworthy of it, 
ever did yet one hours workforit + heanfwers, Tis 
fyuc, Lamaunworthy, but yer becaufe itis offered to 
i[pcto preferye life, I gladly.cake its che man dothnot 
fyromile abfolutely to me,thac chis bread is mine,aod 
dipall fecel mes buthee.tels me, if doe receive tr, ic 
allc exainely be mine to feed mee; and this. is the 
Haine ground of his receiving of it. Juft {oir isin 
iaich; Askan humbled finner, why do you beleeve? 
| Nhy do yeu takeChrift.as your owo?HathheLord 
#pidabfolutely that he is yours. 2 No, faiththe {oule, 
but the Lord freely offers himfelfe unto me, who am 
sandone without him, aud laith, if I doe receive-him, 
mac fall be for ever mine, togivelife to me,and there- | 
fre] ghankilly accepcot him chisisthe ground of 
MFaith, The Scripture fecs outthis in a lively-fumilitude 
Apia great Supper, to. which many wete,<avited 
Aivhav-was the ground of their,coming toit? Behold, | 
Bilichings are ready if you come and eat ,.they -are 
Phot yours if you docnotcome; but if you-come a 
B}ny calland invitation, then all chingsthall be yours, 
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And hence it isthat they, that camenot, were excluci- 

xd; they,tharcame were received with welcoia. 

_ 1 knoyy, tis a queltionof fome difficulty, viong 

ome, vzz.2 Whether anabfolute teftim ony of actu- 

lfavour and juftification be not the firft ground of 

Zaith 2. Phey that make Faithto bean abfeluteaflu- 

rance of Gods favour, muftof neceflity maintaine 

this affertion, and then thofe things willfollow, 

| ¥. Thata, Chriftian muft be juftified before hee 
! : iis 
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» This Propofition, Thou art jnftified, reconciled. \ 
is according to this affertion the canfe of Faith; fort! 
no propofition ¢an therefore be true, becaufe we are 
perfwaded that it is crue, but it muft be firft true, best 
fore I am perfwaded of it; the wall isnot white bet 
eaule my eye feesit fo, but it muft firft be white, and 
then I fee it fo. Now to'make actuall juftification}4 
before faith; is croffetothe whole current of Scrip-}) 
ture, We beleeve that we might be juftified, Gal, 2,)} 
16, we are not juftified that we might beleeve, ee | 
paffe from death to life by faith, lohn 5.24, we are)} 
not ina Mate of life before faith, When the Lord Je=\ 

fus fawtheir faith, Mat.9.2. he then {aid; Bee of \ 
good eth thy fins are forgives thee, The Word | 
faith, Hethat beleeveth not ts condemned already, \h 
John 3, 18, and therefore (unleffe the Spirits wit-4 
neffe be crofletothe VVord) it doth not fay to one, 
that beleeveth nor,thathe is abfolved already. To be i) 
jufrified by faith,and to be jxffified by Chrifts righ=\\ 
| teonfirefe,is all one inthe Scriptures phrafe & mean- | 
ing, Gal, 2. 16,17. And therefore we may as well || 
fay thac we are juftified before and without Chrift, \! 
as it and wtihedbyé rin ah 3 this Doéte 
rine of being y faith, an is. means to }| 
have remiffion of rae a afhirins |: 


to be the doctrine of allthe Prophets, Aéts 10, 43, |! 
To bina give all the rik aes ttneffe, that whofoe-\\ 
ver beleeve én him, (hallrecetve remis ion of finnes :\\ 
not that they had remifffon of finnes before they |:} 
did beleeye. [know notany one Preteftant Writer}) 
that maintaines our juftification before and without] ) 
faith, except learned Chamier; whonet knowing! || 
haw to avoid the blow of BeHarmines horned are| | 
gument, thatif faith be an aflurance of our actual ju-} \ 

| ftification, then weeare firft juftified before we be-| : 
keeve ; hee affirms we are juftified before faich : and} | 

. thereforg | 
ee 
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erfore chat when the Scripture faith we are juftified , 
I f2ét6, che reafon of that (faith he) is net becaufe 
Aucfaich doth efficere ju/tifucationem,i.e. isa caule 
smeahing inftrumental) of our juftification; but be- 
Whule efficitar injuftificato,i.e.is wrought in a jufti- 
dacd perfon : but if thatbe the reafon of the phrafe, 
qyce may affirme our juttification to be as well by 
ave.& fanctification,& holy ebedience, asby faith, 
mecanfe thefe are wroughtin a jultified perfon allo, 
: Then no mans Miniftry,nor the doctrine delivered 


t 


Oly the faichfull Minifters of Chrift from out of the 
Pacriptures,can be anyground of faith, for before faith 
fo Minifter of Chrift can fay coany maan in particu- 
ir, or any men in generall, hac they arealready ju- | 
i ified, & reconciled, and therefore beleeve ir; but to} 
eny that doctrine which is opened out of the Scrip- 
ppces by the Minifters of Chrift, to be the ground of} 
pith, is exprefly crofs to the teftimony of Scriptures, 
q¢ che end of the Miniftery, and ofthe meflengers ot 
1 hrift,who haye the keys of office givento them,that 
Dy hat they bind on earth, -t boundiaheaven; what | 
sey loofe on carth,ts loofed in heavens, whofe fins they 
Dhemit, they are forgiven, whofe fins they retain, they 
ire retained: Mat. 6,16, ohn 29,23. Mott excel- 
Foc forthis purpofe isthe Apoftles difpute, Roms.10.} 
By ov need not go upto heaven,nor downto hell, to fetch 
By hrift him if totell you whether you [hall be juftifi- 
4 & faved, vi6.7. for the word zs nigh themver. 8 
Hhat opens Chrifts hearcuntothy heart : But what} 
Pyvord might fome fay is this ? Is-it not the internall| 
DWord ofthe S pirit only? The Apoftleanfwers, Jt ts | 
Wat wordwkich we preach: hereby you fhalj know | 
Whether you fhall live or no; bute whatisthat word 
¥ aul preached ?is it notan abfolute teftimony chatall 
our finsare already pardoned by Chrift, & therfore 
Pcleeve it? No, but ¢f thow beleeveft with thine 
| veart that God raifedup Chrift fromthe dead, thou 
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| thoujbalt be [aved, Vi 9.11.1 2. What can be mor'! 
full 2-vet confider that one place mote, John 17.20) 
I pray for allthem thar{ball beleeve on me; through 
their word, Whatisthe ground or means of beleey}| 
ing iti Chrift ? Ic is {aid hereexprefly, Their Word} 

I Ts itot the word of Chrift, rather then the word 6) 
the Apoftles and oftheir fucceflors, in che Doctrine! 
they delivered, is it their word ? Truely that whicl}} 
they delivered, was the word of Chrift, & that whieh 
is opened from theit doctrine in the Scriptures 1s the’ 
word of Chrift, yet asthey open it, and apply it, {¢' 
tis their word :and this Word is the ground by whieh} 
allthat Chrift prayes for, doebeleeve in Chrift ; che’ 
bareWord I grant cannot petlwade without the Spi 
rit,yet the Spirit will not give ground of Faith with! 

| outthe Word, bueas by it, fo upon it, will build the’ 
Soules of all the Eley who are byélt upon the foun-' 
datron of the Apaftles and Prophets, Fefus Chrift' 
being the chiefe corner-ftone, Eph.2,20, How can’ 
they beleeve withorst a Preacher, Rom,i0.14, ay 
» Then when wicked men and Reprobates are’ 
commanded to beleeye, (as they are commanded," 
Lohn 3.19. Lake 14,17. 0h.6.38, Heb,4,2.) they" 
are commanded to beleeyé a lye, véz : thartheir fins’ 
are pardoned, and théy actually juftified ; for if this’ 
ceftirony be the ground of Faith, then when they 
are commanded to beleeve; they are Comanded te’ 
be perfwaded of this teftimony, Buc the fins of’ wieke' 
ed men, efpecially Reprobates, are not, nor never! 
{hall be forgiven , and therfore this cannot be the! 
groundofFaith, 4. Whenthe Spirit of adopuon," 
which witneffeth that God is our Father,and tha we' 
are his Sons reconciled to him, goes before Faith; 
but the Apoftle exprefly denyesthis, Ye arethe chel-|\ 
_| dren of God by Faith Gal. 3,26, And becanfe ye are|: 
fons, be hath fent unto yon the [pirit of fons, cryimg) 
AbbaF ather, Gal, 4,6. iD Se, 
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Hf Eaithsthen no man fhould beleeye burhe that hath 
diicha teftimony-antecedentto his faith; bur this is to 
Wrofleche Scripture; //a. 50.10. Hee that fits in 
Markneffe,ana fees nolight,let him fiay himfelf up- 
| n his God, When fonabiscaft our of Gods fight to 
his own feeling, yet he is bound to looke againe unto 
ne Temple, 6. This abfoluce teftimony is either 
qgoeteftimony of the Word, or of the Spirit; Noro 
Whe Word, asis proved ; itofthe Spirit, then Jet fr be 
HT oafidered, whether that can berheredtimony of the 
Ab pirit which is notaccording to the Word, nay con- 
dirary tothe Word, for the word to fay none are jufti- 
dWied before faith; for the Spirit to teftific {ome are 
juftified before faith. If it be faid, thatthe Spirit doth 
not witnefsthele to any man before & without taith; 
put yet ic is without relpeét unto, or fhewing a man 
Mais faith, for chofe chat excludes Sanctification from 
Apeing any evidence, tacy mean faith as well as any o- 
ave renewed work of holinefs, & fo exclude that al- 
fifo) then J fay the teftimony of the Spirit (which af it 
AMfelfe is exceeding cleare) isan ob{cure and dark tefti- 
Simony, becaufe it cleares up the predicate of this Pro- 
Ppofition, thon beleever art ju/tified,it witneflethto a 
Winan thou art ju/tified; but cleares not up the fubject 
Hof itt véz, chou beleever, itmakesa man beleeye a 
}teftimeny without underftanding che full meaning 
lof it; for the Spiric teftifying to any manthow art 
juftifieds his meaning is, thou beleever art juftified, | 
1] And 1 do befeechthe God & Father ofall lights, that 
his poore people may be ledintothe truth in this par- 
ticular; for wanc of eftablifhment here , you little 
Bi} chink how many delufions you may fall into about 
Bi your {pirituall condition; I remember thac when 
Satan came to overthrow the Faith of Chrift, in his 
fecondtemptation, AZat.4.6, he broughta promife 
out 
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out of the Scriptures to him, becaufe he faw he held i 
clofe tothem, ver, 4. and by this promife fought to] ' 


lead him intotemptation 3 how fo? obferve the text, 
and fee if it was not by hiding part ofthe meaning of 


che promife from him, and in{peciall,that very con=| 


dition required inthe perfon ta whom the promife 


is made; for hetells him, thatifheca/? hém/elf down |) 
headlong,the Lord hath not only {aid it, but wrt 2t5}) 
He [hall give hws Angels charge over hin,tokeepe|'| 


him from dalhing his fost agatnft aftone : whereas 
if youconfult with the place whence it is cited, véz, 


Pjal. 91.11, the condition is fetdowne, ¢# all thy] 
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wayes,which he purpofely hides from our Saviour as} | 


muchas inhimlay, Ohtake heed therefore of receiy- 


ing any teftimony from Word or Spirit without the] | 
meaning of it, without knowing the perfon thus and]; 
thus qualified,to whom it belongs; otherwife Satan} | 


wili hurry you headlong toa world of delufions ; & 


youi fhall find the W ord of Godappointed to direct | 
you, (through your mif-applicationof it) the word] | 


of Satan, to deceive and damine you : do notthinke}] | 
that this is building faithupon workes; butto be-j, 
leeve, that they that beleeve in Ghrift are juftified, | | 


reconciled, and faved, is building faith upon Gods 


promife ; yea, and his free promife too - for faith the} | 


Apoftle, Lt és of Faith that might be of Grace; Ro} | 
4,16, Itis beleeyingto have the end by the meanes, | | 
rot the end without the meane of Faith. It istrue,we} | 
may fee Gods favour and love to us inthe caufe as} | 
wellas inthe effects of fanctification; but what is} ,; 
that caufe ? the meritorious canfe is Chrifts rightes| . 
oufnels,and the inftrumentalicaufe of applying this, | | 


isour Faith; fothat weare juftified by faith, fo fee- 
ing this, we may fay afluredly with “Pazl, Bemg 


justified by faith, we have peace withG od, Rom,§, | 
z. Itistruc, wecannot lee our juftifi cation by faith, | | 
| : nor| ” 
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rthe work offaith without the fhining ofthe Spirit 
co. our hearts; but the queftion is not whetherthe 
irit helps usto fee our juftified eftate, but by what 
eans; by what Propofitionin the word we come to 
cit; which we may fay isnot by any firch abfolute 
ftimmony 3 thouart juftified already ,& therefore be- 
eve ; but ifthou believe and come to Chrift, here is|- 
en pardon of fin, peace with God, yea all the blei- 
ngs of Chrift ready for thee, which God intends to} 
ive @C never to take away, if thou thankfully receive 
shat God freely offers, and as it were layes downe 
thy feet. The call of Chrift thereforeis the ground 
Ay which we firtt beleeve; and that you may be con- 
med farther herein,doe but confider the glory.and 
ccellency ofthis ground, It isa con{tant ground 
F faith, for if youcome to Chrift becaufe you have 
flurance, or becaufe you feel fuch and fuch graces, 
ad heavenly im preffions of Gods Spirit in you, you 
Mhay then many a day and yeare keepe at a diftance 
om Chriftand live without Chrift; for the feeling 
” graces, and aflurance of favour are not conftant ; 
utthis callisal way founding in thine ears, oh come, 
Mot onely becaufe thou fecleft holinefle in thee, but 
Home, becaufe poor, hungry,empty naked, loft,blind 
Murfed, forfaken, fulloffin; there is notone mothent 
A the day of grace, burthe Lord befeecheth thee to 
“ceive his grace,2 Cor.6.1, 23. this isan open door 
Chrift at alltimes, an open harbout to putin at all}: 
emnesa heart-breaking word; Oh thou tofled with 
Piempefts and not comforted, come unto me & thou 
Mal finde reft tothy foul. Many ask, How fhould 
Mi cometo Chrift, feeing that I have no promile be- 
snging to me ? what have dogs todo with childrens 
wead 2 be it fo, yet Gods call, command, befeech- 
ngsto come in,fhouild be ground unto thee,to come; 
sapoorebeggar, that hath no promife abfolutely 
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' + givenhimofreliefe, yetifarich naan fendstohira,| | 
Z | and bids him ¢ome to his doore and watt, he chinkeg}| | 
| he hath good ground and warrant tocome, . th 
Ze 


ie Itisa furegroundagainftall feares, al] doubts G 
prefiumption, all fenfe of unworthineffe and of the}, 
ereatneffe of the good promifed, &c, Forthe Saints) 
_ | have many fears whereby they dare not come, they}) 
feare they may prefume, they fee themfelyes moft} 
vile, and unworthy of the leaft {mile; the benefits)| 
are {o exceeding great, to which they arecalled, that 
they thinke it isto good for them, &c. but beloved,! | 

when the foulefees evidently, the Lord invites mee, 

perfwades me, commands ine, waits forme, {trives 

with me that I would come in, and becaufe his grace | 

isfree, therefore requirts no more but only to comer 

and take, come and drinke: thisforeeth the feulete | 
contefle, I am fure it isno prefumption to obey the) 

call of Chrift; and what though J am unworthy,anc) 

this good is exceeding great and precious, yetif ic bd} 

the Lordsegraceto call itich 4 poore wretch to receive 

and accept of it, why fhould noz rather thankful) 

ly receive it, then out of my owne head fuperftitiouf] 

ly refute ic? but this F-amfure and certaine of, th, 

Lord ca Is me,thus to do; If God fhould fpeak from 
Heaven to you to come unto his Sonne, 1t js net {i 

| fure 2 ground asthecal of God from out ofthe Ora 

| cle of his werd, in the blefled Gofpel of his dear Son| 

Yt isa {trong ground, and of great powerandeffiy 

cacy to force the fouleto come ; for you may object 

no man can beleeve, or fhould beleeye;and come; 
himfelfe. I fay fotoo; but how would yeu have thi 
Spirit of Chrift enable you to come ? verily, it is By 
this call, and therefore, Zer, 3,22. when the Lon 
faid, Keturne yee back-[liding children, they pte) 
fently anfwered, Lordwe come ;the dead {hal heat) 

this voyce of the Sonne of God, andlive; Loh, 5.25) 

a A) 
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Bl\ Lhow fataft, Seek ye my face, my heart anfwrered, 

| Lordthy face willl feeke. Ohiron, ftony,adaman- 
tine heart , that canfthearefo {weet ayoyce as this 

word come, and yet not be overcome! 

This-call honours grace moft, for what morefiee; 4 

Wy then for the Lord to fay, Come and take of the water f 

I of life freely 2. what mote free, then for arichiman to | 

Wi enquire of his debtor oncly to receive fo. many thou- 
| fandsof himto pay hisdebts, and tofet himup a- 

-gaine 2 Verily Brethren, asthe Lord honourshis|_ 

ii grace by commanding ustocome, fo we honour it, 
| 
| 
| 


when throughthe mighty power ofthe {ame eall we 
iy doe come. i : 
_. Thusmuch for explication of this call; now lee 
Wi) me putanendctoitina word of application. 
Let this perfwade all fortsof perfons, young and] fe; 
old, one and anotherto whom the Gofpel isfent, to 
‘come into Jefus Chrift ; for. thofethat God calls 
if Chouldcome ? butthe Lord alls (at leaft outward- 
i} ly) all forts of perfons; nay every individual perfon 
tocome in; A4ark, 26.15.16. Paul told the ftout 
| Jaylor, /fthou beleeveft, thou (halt befaved 3 and 
My lookas the Law {peakes particularly to every man, 
WN Thou {bale have noother Gods, ce fodoththe Gol- 
pelalfo, Rom.10.9, that fo every man might looke 
upon hinwfelfe as {pokento in particular, And in- 
deedif there were not fuch a particular call, then 
men fhould not finne by refufing the Gofpell , nor 
‘(hould the Letd be angry for fo doing, but their fin 
‘and condemuation is great that {o do,foh.3.19. And 
the Lord is more wroth for this fin then any other; Pf, 
2614. Luk.t.4,18.Heb.3.10,11.19, In one word, 
either che Lord would have thee (who ever thouiatt) 
to receive Chrift, or to reject, and fodefpife Chrift ; 
8 ifthe Lord would have you reject him, he would 
then have you fin,€ continue in ic, which canot ftand 
‘Na either 


if 
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with the honour of Gods holinefle, or of his rich}, 
erace; 1 fhallherethereforeopentwothings, —} | 
“ci. Set down means to enable youto eome. | || 
2, Shew you how and in what manner you} }} 
fhould come. , Ti 
onion “Paeneanes, | i 
1, Confider, who itis that doth call yous is it Mant} 
ot Minifters think you ? you might never come then; ||| 
no, itis J efus Chrift himfelf that calls you by them : 11 
Why do many dilcouraged Spirits refufe to come 2} 
it isbecaufe they think deceitfull men, or charitable} ,| 
men call them, butthe Lordhathno refpe& unto} | 
them ; Oh foolifh conceipt ! [tell you their Mini-} | 
{tery is not an act oftheir charity, wifhing well to the} , 
falyation of all, buticisanact of Chrifts love & fo-| 
veraipne Authority, AZaith, 28, 18.19.20. So that}:} 
what they do, it isin Chrifts ftead, 2 Cor. §,1-9,20. | | 
if Chrift was prefent, be would calltheeto him with |, 
more bowels then any compaffionate Minifter can ¢] 
and laflure you,to receive them,isto receive Chreft;| | 
to de[pifethem, is to Aefpile Chrift, Loh, 1 3, 20. and} 
theretore Eph, 2.14. although the Apoftles preached } 
tothe Ephefians, yevitistaid, that Chre/t came and }) 
preachedtothem, lfany Mdinifter preacheth any om, 
ther dottrine of gracethen what Chrift hath delive-\ | 
yed,let bite be accurfed ; but if they publith his mind |}} 
and his call;look upen them as if the Lord himfelfe| | 
| celled unto you, leftthe Lerdaccurfeyou, and all], 
their Miniftery to you; the Lord Jefuig did not caft}) 
ofithe Jewestor crucifying of him and fhedding his|| 
blood, untillthe Gofpell of grace publithed by his], 
Meflengers, cametothem, and that was rejected ; |) 
{then Paul waxed bold, and {aid, becaufe you put a- |, 
| warthe Wordfr omyou,weleaveyou; Aits 13, 46,1; 
Oh beioved, if you did beleeye Chrift called you]} 
poor Prodigalls (that have run riot, & finned ar i 
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\ him asmuchasyou could) home unto him; fuppofe 
| Chrift was prefent, would it not draw you in ? fup- 
| pofe he was with thee in the chamber, where thou art 
\crying after him, or in the Church, where thou art 


\ 


if) waiting for him, and he fhould appeare vilibly be- 
Il fore thine eyes, open his bofome, and bowells, and 
Hil bloud before thee, and calling unto thee to this pur> 


|pofe, Idoebefeech thee and imtreatthee by all thefe 
tears I have fhed for thee inthe dayes of my flclh, by 
all thofe bitter agonies I have fuffered for thee, by all 
thefe tender bowells which have beene rowled toge- 
' ther coward thee,come unto me,embrace me, lay thy 


i} wearyed head inthis blefled bofome of mine, crucity 


me nolonger by thy fins, tgead me notunderfoot by 
thy unbeleefeany.more ; and I will pardon all thy 
fins though as red ascrimfon, I will heale thy curfed 
nature, J willcarry thee inmy own bowels up to glo- 
ry with me, whereall finnesand teares and forrowes 
fhallbe abolifhred, &c, whowould not now come 
into him ? let me fee that man that hath a heart of 
-Adamantthat would not meleand come in at this; 
Oh my beloved, this very call is done as really by 
Chriftinbis Miniftery now , though not fo vilibly 
-andimmediately as I now defcribe, and therefore 
‘takeheed how you refule to heare him thar /peakes 
from Heaven, Heb.12.25. ~ 

Confider whom the Lord calls and that is thee in 
particular, whoever thou art, to whom the Gofpel of 
| Chrift is ent : forif youtbinke Chrift cailsfome on- 
\ly that are fo and fo deeply humbled onely to come, 
and not unto youin particular, you will neyer come 
in ; but we have proved this, that the Lord callsallin 
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lfeareto commit murther and fteal, 8c. but you fet 
netunbeleef; but the Apoftle bids you fear that, for | 


the 


the confideration of this may bring you in; Men | 


3 


@-nerall,and confequently each man in paxcicular, | - 
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(the Gofpel zs preached (faithhe) snto you, as well as |} 
wntothofe that fell by wabelief : Heb. 4.1.2, donot!) 
fay he calls me indeed, but itus to more then what he} 
dothto Reprobates; trué,in the outward call itis {03} }1 
yet pon this ground you may thinke the Lord com: | 
mands not, Cals net you, to fan Atifie a Sabbath,or to || 
honour Gods name, becaufethis is as common to re- 

probatesasuntoyou; doe not fay I amnot able to} 
come, and therefore [am not called; no more arc }}' 
you able to attend the rules of the Morali Law ¢ yet} 
you looke upon them as appertaining to you, & be- |! 
caut¢ you Cannotdoethem, yen intreat the Lord to}! 
enable you, and fo becaufe you cannot come, you i 
fhoutdlooke up to the Lord to draw you ; and veris| | 
ly many times the great reafon why the Lord doth|' 
not draw you, is, becaufe you do not deeply confider} 
thathe doth really & affectionately call you : donot | 
fay, ] am a dry cree, the Lord cannotlook upon me, | ‘ 
whole condition is worfe theneyer I heard or read of | 
yet remember what the Lotd {peaks to fuch,//2,65, |' 
3.4.0.7. Look not thou to tliy barren & dead heatt, | 
but give glory unto God, as sAbraham did, Rom.4, { 
19. 20. and receive his grace with more thankful- y 
nefle then any elfe, becaufe noneeyer fo miferable 4 
jas thy felfe; you young men heare this, though you’ 
have {pent the flower of your yeares in vahity,mad-| 
nefle, & filthy lufts, yet the Lord calls you into him; | | 
you old men growne gray headed in wickednefle, 
though it be the lat houre of the day in yout life, yet} | 
behold the Lord would hire you, & cals youtocome}’ 
in, beforethe foreft wrath of a long provoked God| 
break out upon you ; you that have defpifed Gods] 
Meflengets, crucifyed the Lord Jefus afrcth, embru- 
ed your handsin his blood , {corned and hated the 
Saints,and the word of Gods grace; heate what n/- |" 
dona {aith,Pro.1. 22.23. Rets#rn ye {corners; Ohcon= |" 
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fought after Chrift many a ycare rogether, that haye 


WW continually provoked humto hes face, how the Lord | 


callsyou, E(ay 65.1.2.3. you, even you,are allchofe 
che Lord calls, and will you not come 2 Confider 
why the Lord cals thee, is 1¢ becaufe hehathany necd 
of youto honour him? I tell you, he could have gone 
‘to others that would have given his Gofpell better 
‘gone to many Kings and Princes,and out of that gol- 
den mettall have made himfelf vefiels of honour; ra- 
ther then out of fuch bafe mould as chou art made off 
he could have honored himfelf in thy ruine,as.in ma- 
-ny millions of other men, and lofe nothing by thee 
neither, he could have been bleffed without you in the 
bofom ofhis Father ; or is it becanfe thou haft done 
-arry thing for him ?alas ! thou haftnot returned him 
thy nutfhels, thou haft not had fo muchas a form 
of Religion, thou haft dene as much mifchief to him 
asthou couldft,Ze7.3-5. thouhaft wearyed him with 
‘thine iniquities,and made him ferye with chyfins,and 


' bim to call uponthee, hath been to pity thee, feeing 
che running tothe fire that never can bee quencht, 
without flop or flay; 2Cbrov. 36.15, 26sand be- 
| cafe thonart fallen by thine iniquities, Hof.44,1. 
And flail this bring you homie ? 
| Confider for whit end the Lord callsthee, isit not 
to come & take poffeffion of all the grace of Chrift, 
\Gal.1,6. nay ofallthe glory of Chriff, 1 Thef.241, 
| pay roa moft neare {weet,and everlafting fellow|hep 
) with C hrift himfelfe ? UC or.9. and can J fay any 
| his ? if the 
| rord Should fay unto any of us, Ceme into the gar- 
den, and there watch and pray withme, forrow an) 


cency, 1/4. 43.24. the only reafonthat hath moved 


| ¢ 


welcom then ithathhad from you ; hee could haye | 
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luffer with me; who of us would not account our}|| 
felyesunworthy of fuchhonour 2 but forthe Lordto] 
fay, Come & enter into your reft, the land, che king-| }} 
dom of grace and g'ory is before you, go up and pof-| |i 
_ |fefle its Ob where are ourhearts, ifthis call will not| | 
~ | draw?if the Lord fhould fay at the day of Judgment, }}} 
when the heayens and earth fhall be ona light fire,8¢ |\ 
the Lord Jefus fetupon the throne of his glory, ad- |}: 
mired of all his Saintsand Angels ; Come you blef-. ‘ 
fed and take the kingdome prepared for you, would |, 
you not gladly come at thatcall? Oh beloved, the |}! 
Lord Jefus now in the throne of hisglory inheayen, |; 
behold he cals you unto a better good then that king |¢ 
dom; he cals you to come andtake himfelf & alll his if 
precious benefics prepared for you, though in thy felt | 
accurfed ; and would fhe have you take poffelfion of || 
all this ? is it zot the prazfe of the riches of his grace 2 
| Eph. t. Tf this be his end,then if thou wile not come |; 


19) 


for thy own good, yetfor hisfake,his grace fake come | 
How long the Lord hath calledthee, how oft hee |’ 


would haye gathered thee ; he hath /#ood fo long un- |; 
till hes Locks ave wet with dew of the night, Cant. §, |\ 
1.2. Itmay be youare afraid, ‘it hath been folong, |) 
chatnow time is paft ; Oh no, for whilesthe Lord }/ 
calls by his word & {pirit, ow as the accept able time |. 
|2Cor. 6. 2. I confeffe there is a time wherein the | | 
Lord will not befound, but whiles the Lord is neer q 
unto thee by his Miniftery, by his S pitit,convincing, |; 
affecting, ftirring, knocking at thy heart , chetimeis | 
not yet paft, the Sun isnot yet fer , fo longas thole || 
beamsappear,{/(a, 55.6. thofethoughts which dif- |, 
courage thee from comingto Ghrift,whiles the voice | 
{of his callisheard, eannot bee of Chrift but Satan, ; 
whofe principall worke is to lay fuch ftumbling }| 
blocks in our way to him, ees | 
Confider the 
tohim, 


“4, This isthe Condemning fin for no finthould 
condemn thee, ifthou didft come to him, Lohan 3.17. 
18,19, thou fhouldftpleafe him, & as it were make | 
him amends for all che wrongs thou haft done him, 
by coming to him, Heb.11.5,6.7. 

2, Thisaggravatesall other fins, /f 7 bad sot fake 
tothem, (faith Christ) they had had no (ezne,#, ¢+ 
comparatively; but novet hey have uo cloak fort heir 
Jin -canthe fin of devils be fo great asthine, that ne- 
Hi ver had a Saviour fentanto them ? yetthou hafi ene | 
Hi {ent and come out of heavento thee, calling to thee 
from heayen, and yet thou defpifeft him. 3. This 


} 
i] provokes the Lord to moft unappeafable andun- 
iW} quenchable wrath, Heb.3.11. J fware inmy wrath 
MN they [bould wot exter into my refi; after finnes a- 
Wi gaicftthe Law, the Lord did not {weare that man 
NN (ould die,(for that notes an unchangeable purpoic) 
WI but let Chrift be defpited, the Lord now {wears 1n his | 
AN wrathagainft{ucha one; hethat drawes backe mj | 
Ml (cule (balltake no pleafure ix him, Heb10.38,aftet | 
Hi (in againit che Jaw, the Lord took pleafuye in glonifi- 
Hi ing hisgrace upon man fallen, burifyoudraw back 
| froma the grace of Chrift in the Gofpell, the Lord 
willtakeno pleafure in you, 4. It provokes the for- 
eft i aig see dora 4 keh Jer de- 
ile not bimthat (peaketh, for af they did not efcape 
| ip refuled him 7s Spake 1 eas ete leffe bel 
we that defpife himthat {peaks from heaven, feb. 
| 42.25, Takeheed therefore you defpife not him thet 
fpeaketh; the word de/pife fignifies in the originall to 
| de(pite orrefufe upon fome colour of reafon: every 
\ mathath fome feemingreafon againft beleeving:one 
| thinkstimeis paft, another thinks hee is excluded by 
| \fome antecedent decree of election,another thinks he 
isnot humbled, nor holy enough, another makesex- 
cule not by pretending hisAle-houfe & whore-heule, 
-|puthis Farm & Merchandize,  O Mat. 
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Mat,22. another thinkes he is wellenough without}, 
Chrift, &c, Oh take heed, for the wrath of God\, 
moft intollerable is your portion,the loweft dungeon] 
of darknefs, is thy place in hell for thisfin; Heare ye 
| defpifers 8 wonder, for I will work ({aiththe Lord)}) 
aworkein jour dayes, which you fhall not beleeve| 
though it be told you, Abts 13, 4%, Lpray you what}, 
is this work ? certainly a work of wrath and yenge-|| 
ance; but what isit ? yor well not beleeve thoughyou) 
| be told of tt, ohyoufeeure finners; but what is itchat}, 
they will not beleeve ? nay truly the Lord himfelfe is}, 
filenttherey and {faith nothing, asif ic was fo great & |, 
dreadfull, that the glorious Lord himfelfe is notable}, 
to exprefle it; and truly no moream I : Ohtherfore}, 
be not werfe then that generation of Vipers that came}, 
in to Zohn becaufe fome had forewarned themtoe/- | 


cape the wrathto come, Mat, 3. but come unto a Sa-j, 
viour thac you may be ever bleffed with him. But); 


you willfay, ui 
How fhould weco:ne tohim ? shi i 
Cometohim mourning, and loathing your felyes|., 
for your long Continuance in refufing of him, fex.|, 
31.9. Ezek. 6.9. Come mourning for all thy fins,} | 
butefpecially for this,that thou haft flighted him and} , 
not foughthim, {hed his blond, rent his bowels; and}, 
ifthou canft not come, yet come to him & make thy} | 
moan to him of thy unbeleefand inability tocomes | , 
Come withconfidence that they that do come hee| | 
will wever café avay, andthatthou being come he} , 
will never caftthee away,/0h.6,37. Heb.10,22, |, 
Come gladly and willingly glorifying his grace, but} 
abafing thy felf:#ith gladuefs [ballthey be brought} | 


te 


aan 


not receive Gods grace as a commion thing, but, 
thankfully & with all thy heart = forthe end why the; , 
|Lord gives Chrift to any man is the glory of his} . 


and enter tnto the Kings prefence, Pfal.45.15. Doe| 
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race; if the Lord attaines this end hee defires no 
i ore; for why fhould he,when he hath his end ? 
iW Doe not come and tafte, bur come ee drink, Lohm\ 4» 
}. 37. you may famifhtodeath and pineaway in 
pur iniquities, by daly Apoftates, even tocomn- 
Mhitthe impardonable fin, if you do but za/? of him, 
IM thofe did, Heb.6.4.5. butdrink abundantly, Ob 
Wh beloved of the Lora, Carts §.1. }f you cannot fa-| 
‘| sfic yout foules by what you feel already received | 
Jjom him, then fatiate your foulesby what you may 
ndeinhim, Z/z. 45.24. take poffeffion ofall the 
race, glory, peace, promifes of the Lord Jefts and 
-aye not a hoofe behinde thee, & be for ever refrefh- 
d and comforted thereit. Socometo him,as that 
Wow keep four confidence, and keepe yout faviour of 
Wim and joy in him, Heb. 3.1.4, with 6, let the word 
What called you be ever fweetand preciotis,as David 
Waid, P/z.119. 53. 1 willnever forget thy Precepts, 
or bythemthon haft quickved me, Letthe Lord Je- 
Hus be ever fre(h, ed, 3.6. and as ax oynt ment pow- 
Weedont ; takeheedtnatthe blood wherewith youare 
ManGified,do netgrow 4 commont hing ,& promiles 
i etod flowers, & Sermons of Chrittand his grace 
Hunle fle there be fome new notions abput them) as 
Hlicad drink, for this isthe great fin of this age ; the old 
‘ruthsaboutthe grace of Chtift, and the fimplicity of 
he Gofpelisas water in. mens {hoes , Minifters mult 
oreach novelties, and make a guinteflentiall extra cts 
Pboticof che Scriptures, & it may be, pre!s blood our of 
them fometime rather then milk; or elfe their doct- 
tines aretoo many as Almanacks out of date, or as} 
newsthey heard feven yeats fincesand they knew this 
before : O the wrath of Godupon this God-glutted, 
iChrift-glutted, Gofpel-glutted age ; unleffe it be a- 
mong a very few poore beleevers, w hofe foules are 
kept empty, poore, and. hungry by fome continual 
| -O tempra-~ 
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yeemptations orafflitions, and they are indeed glad 
ofany thing, if it beany thing of Chrift ! Verily I 
- Jam ajfaid fucha difmallnightis towards of {pirituall | 
defertions,and of outward, but fore afflictions of fa-ll 
mine,war,bloud, mortality, deaths of Gods precious! 
fervants ef{pecially ; that the Lord will fill che hearts} 
ofall Churches, families, Chriftigns, that fhall be fa-}} 
ved in thefetimes, with fuch rendings, tearings, fha- || 
kings, anguifh of fpirit, as {carce never more in the|} 
wor(t days ef our fore-fathers; &.thatthis {hal cone |if 
tinue, until che remnant thar efcape fhall fay, Bleffed th 
us hethat cometh in the name of the Lord; blefled'| 
be the face and feet of that Minilter, that fhallcome/} 
unto us in Chrifts name,and tell us,that there ts a Sa+{' 
viour for finners,and thathecallsusfortocome, | 
And thus I haye done with this divinetruth, vx, | 
Thatthe Lard Jefus in the day of his power, fayesus?} 
outof our wretched and finfull eftate , by fo much} 
conviction, as begets com pundtion; fo much com= i 
punétion, as brings in humiliation; {o much humilia-} | 


~ 


tion, as makes uscometo Chrift by Faith, — A 


. = CHAP. 2, of 
That every finner thus beleeving in Ci hrift, is a») 
that inftant tranflated into a moft bleffed and\\ 
happy eftate : John 5, 24. Phil, 2.ult, WW 
i the Queftion be, What is thachappy condition} 
they are made partakers of ? : . 
J anfwer, this appeares in thefe fix priviledges or| | 
benefits, principlly, . 
1, Juftificatéon, all their finnesare pardoned. 
2, ‘Reconciliation, Peace withGod, _ 
3. eAdoption, they are made the SonsofGod, | ' 
4. Santtsfication, they are reftored tothe Image | ' 
of God, 5, Audience of all their prayersto God)’ 
6, Glorification, inthe Kingdom of heayen, in ¢- | 
ternal Communion with God, > - Sects 
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| ' Firft, juftification. : 
rir? His isthe Frthoene which im mediately fol- 
| | fees our union unto Chrift by Faith, thaclook 
swe areno fooner children of Adam, and branches 
fthat root by nacurall generation, but we immedi- 
cely contract the guile of his fin, and (0 original po- 
Jition ; fo we are no fooner made branches of the {e- 
ond ddam by vocation, and founited unto Chrift 
iy Faich, but immediately we have the imputation of 
His righteoufnefsto our juftification, after whichwe| _ 
eceive inorder cf nature (not time) our fan ctifica- | 
Mion; Phere is no truth more neceffary to be known 
Ba hen this, it being the principal] ching contained inthe! 
| ofpel, Kom.1.17, the Law fhewing how aman 
pynay be juit and live; but ic hathnot the leaft word 
Bow a fintull man may bee juft and not die, this is 
pyproper to the revelation ofthe Gofpel : let me theres 
Fore give youatafteiofthenatureot it, , 
} Our Juftification is wrought by a double act. 1. 
gon God the Fathers part, he by a gracious fentence 
ebfolves and acquits a finner, and acceptsof him as 
righteous; 2, on Godthe Sons part, procuring the 
pafling of this fentence by his fatisfaétion imputed 
Pjand applycd = the Father being the perfon princi- 
pally wranged hath chiefe power to forgive, yet 
in juftice hee cannet acquit, nor intruth account a 
man unrighteous as righteous, unleffe the Son ftep 
Jinand fatishe ; for whofe fake he forgives : asthe A- 
| poftle exprefly faith, Eph, 4. u/c, fo tharour Juttifie 
cation is wholly out of our felyesyand we are meerely 
} paffiveinic. Juftification isnot to make us inward- 
ly juft,as the Papifts dream; but itisa Law-tearm, & 
} is oppofed againft condemnation, Rom, 8, 33. now 
look as. condemmationis the fentence of the Judge, 
| condemning a manto die for his offences, or oar | 
| : : Q 
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for the fake of the righteoufnefle of Chri : That 
you may more particularly underftand me, take chil? 
defcriptionofit, |. | Opti: an 
Jujtification isthe gractous Sentence of God thal 

Father, whereby forthe fatis{attion of Chrift appr 

hended by fatth, andimputedtothefaithfull, he ab 
folves thewmfrom the guilt & condemmnatzon of al fin} 
ey Accepts them as perfectly raghteowus toeternal life 
-Letus opeathe particulars herein briefly in feye} 

Lye ft 1, | yall Queries. Whatitis in generall,tojuftifie. |" 
Anf- Tis co paffe fentence of abfolution; to pronoence a} 
finner righteaus ; tis Gods pardon,remisfion of fins;} 
{this appears from the oppelition mentioned it {tands'| 
Jinunto condemnation, as a Judge pardons a man|} 
when he faith hefhaltlive ; or asa man manifeftly'} 
forgives another when hee gives him @promite, ora’] 
bill of difcharge; forhat (notethisby the way that)'4} 
ourJuftification isnot Godseternall purpofe co for. 

{give, bue.icis Geds fentence publifhed,a finner is jus" 

{tified intentionally. in election, but not aétually cil!’ 
this fentence bee paftand publifhed ; The difficulty’ 
onely hereis, where this fentence is pronounced ; for | 
anfwer whereot note,that there is but.a double Court | 
wherein tis pafied; 1. Publkely in the Court of’ 
|Heayen,.or in the Court-rolls of the VVord; (for' 
there is no. other Court ofheayen where God fpeaks, 
butthis.) 2. Privately, inthe Cavrt of Confcience, | 
By the firft weeare juftified indeed from perfonall | 
guilt; by the {econd we feel our felyes juftified by the) 
removall of conieience guil. The firft is exprefly | 
mentioned, ifs 10,43, and Rom, 1. 17. the fee}! 
‘cond is expreily fet downalfo, P/a.32.4, The firft)’ 
isthe canfe and foundation of the fecond ; the fecond 1 
arifech fromthe firfts otherwife,peace of confcience |) 
3 is! 
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Hsa meere delufions the firlt is fometimes long be- 
More the fecond, P/2.88,1§, asthe fentence ef con- 
Memnation inthe Word istometimes long before a 
Man feels that fentence in his own con{cienee; the fe- 
| rond comesin a long time after in fome Chriftians : 
Mi he firtt is conftantand unchangeable; the fecond 
fiery changeable : he that hath peace in his confcience 
Io day, may lofe it by tomorow. Sethat youare not 
Hin feeking the teftimony of your juftification) to 
Hpook for a fentence from heayen immediately pro- 
Hhounced of God, but look for it inthe Court of his 
Word.(the Court of Heayen) which though we hear 
Aynot, fometime, yetit ringsand fills heayen and earth 
with the found of it, vez. There ts no comdemsnation 
Wee then that beleeve : tor hereby the Lord merciful- 
Hily provideth forthe peace of his people more abun- 
Midantly.. As whena poor Creditor is acquitted, or 3 
J} malefactor pardoned, I befeech you(faith he let me 
haye an acquitrance, adifcharge ,a pardon under 
Hi your owne hand, and this quiets him againf all ac- 
Mi cufers : 1o tis here; the Lord gives usan Acquit- 
#} tance inhis Word under hisowne hand and {eale,and 
il fo givesus peace, Heb.6,18, 

~ Whoisthisthae juftifieth ? 

Tis Godthe Father, Row, 8.34. Father forgive 
thens,{aith Chrift, And hence Chrift 2 an eAdvo- 
cate with the Father, Lehn 2.2, Allthe three per- 
{ons were wronged by fin; yetthe wrong was chief- 
\ ly againft the Father, becaufe his manner of working 
appeared chiefly in creation, from the righteoulneffe 
ot which, man fell by fin. The Father forgives pri- 
| marily by Soveraign authority ; the Sonneof Man 
| Chrift Jefis forgives by immediate difpenfation and 
commision from the Father, Joh. 5.22, Mat. 9.6. 
| the A pofties and their fucceffors forgive miniiterial- 
ly, ob,24.23. The Father forgives by granting par- 
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don, the Son by procuring, the Minifters (where the |{f 
Spivitaifois) by publifhing or applying pardon : fo jh} 
chat this is grea Confolation, chat God the Father the |i} 
party ¢hiefly incenfed,tis he that juftifieth, tis he chat |p 
pafleth this gracious fentence,and chen who can con-}}4 
demne?=.2 4835 4 ik | Te. (|! 
Why doththe Father thus juftifie? Tis meerly his|ia 
grace, andoutofgrace, And hence J callit his gra=|\q 
ciczs fentence, Kom. 3.24. jufttfied freely by hes \kt 
grace. Whatishis grace ? The Prophet Efay ex} 

pounds itto be not eur grace, or worksef grace, (al-}) 

though wrought by grace) but 4: own name fake.| 
Infome refpect indeed itis jutt for God totorgives} 
viz, in regard of Chrifts fatisfaction, 1 Lob, 1.7. Ro} 4 
3,20. The Mercy-feat and the Tables of the Law] 
mthe Ark, may well{tandtegether, but that Cheilty j 
was {ent to fatisfie jultice, and thatthy fins were fa-} | 
-{tisficd tor, & not anothers 3 thus it’s wholly of grace. | 4 
Itthereforé youthinke the Lord pardons your finnes| ¥ 


{becaufe you have beene leffe finners thenothers; of} i 


if you thinke the Lord willnot pardon yout fins, be-} i) 
caule you ae greater finnersthen any elfe,you fin ex-| 
ceedingly again{t the riches of Gods grace in this} 
point. Whatis the mean by which the Father doth} 
thus juftifie? Tis for the facisfaétion or by the price off |) 
the redemption of Chrift, Rom. 3.24. Kom, §. 106 it 
Eph. 1.7. tor Mercy would, but Jultice, could not} 
forgive , without fatisfaGtion for the wrong done.} , 
| Hence Chrift (atisfies, that grace and mercy might} 
have their fall {Cope of forgiving. So that, neither} : 
works before conyerfion, which areburglifteringy 
fins, Rom.1.18, nor works of grace inus after con) , 
verfion,can be caufes of our juftification: for Abraq | 
bam when he was juftified & fan Gified,yet hadzot || 
whereof to boaft,but beleevedinhimthat juftified,) 
\the ungodly, Rom4,5, Andthe Apattle Paz faith) | 
sexprefly, - Kel, 
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197% chat beleeve have beleeved, that we might be ju- 
i ified Gal, 2,16. ‘tis therefore the price of Chrilts re= 
| lemption which doth procure our juftification, Bur 
Wpoderftand this aright, for chis price is not applyed to 
gach particular man as the common price, redeeming |, 
BI], ( forthenevery Beleeyer fhould be accounted a 


|W 


Hviour, and redeemier of all) butas the price of thofe 


3- 


#pouls in patticular,to whorn it is {pecially intended, & 
Pparticularly applyed, Chrifts righteori{neffe is tufts 
#Fient to juttifie all co whom it is imputed, but it is no 
Murcber imputed therito che attaining the end of im- 
puration, vzz, to jultifie and fave me in particular, 
pypot to make me a head of the Church ot 4common 
‘ 4 les : Tearguesa man weakly principled, that de- 
Hhyesthe ateflicy of Chrifts fatisfaGion to our Jus 


Ii tification, becaufe forfoothevery Beleever fhould 
pphenbeaRedeemer. By Satézfattion | underftand, 
1 ‘he whole obedience of Chrift unto the very death; 


pavhichisboth active and paffive,by which weare ju-| 
Wtified; Heb- 19+ 10, Phil, 2,8, that righteoufneffe 
| | of Chrift (yrought in his fatisfaction) is imputed, 
Biwhich fatisties the Law and divine Juftice, Ga/.4.1; 
2.3.4. which is botha€tive and paflive sthe very rea- 
on why the Law tequires perfect obedience of us, 
which we cannot poffibly bring before God; is, that 
we might feck for it in Chrift, chat fulfilled all righ- 
coufneffe : and therefare he is called the evd of the 
vel for righteoufnef[e, Rom. to. 3.4, And it 1s 
trange thacany fhould deny jaftification by Chrifts 
.Give obedience, upon this ground, v2z, becaufe 
hat by the workes of the Law (which fatisfie the 
Law) {hall no finner be juftified;and yet withall fay; 
hatweare juftified by thatwhich fatisfiesthe Lay. 
‘This righteoufneffe of Chritt is not that of the God- 
nead, (for then what need wasthere for Chrift to doe 


ot fuffer ?) but chat which was wrought inthe Man- 
hood, . P And 
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; Ana rience it i$ infinite init felf; chough infinite 19 | 
iyaiue in thatit was rhe righteoufnefle of fucha per-p} 


: 


on, This righteoufnefie of God may be confidered |} 
irwo wayes; Firft,ablolutely in it felf; Secondly, re=}j 
\{pectively, as. done forus, | Teo. | 
| 3 Chrifts abfolute righteoufneffe is not imputed |: 
ito us, zz agheis Mediatour, Head of the Church, }| 
| hawing the Spiric without meafure (which is next toy 
infinite) &c, for though thele things are applyed tor} 
jou good, yetthey are not imputed as our righteouf=|i 
jneffc; and therefore the objection vanifheth, whichhy 
| faith we cannotbe juftified by Chrifts righteoufnels,y 
becaufe itis of fuch infinite perfection, cc | 
2. The refpective or difpenfative righteoufneffe | 
which fome call jx/feita fide jufforiay isthat where= 
by Chrift is juft for s in fulfilling che Law, in bear=) 
ing Gods Image, wee once had, and have now loft 
by fin s and thus we are truly faidro be as righteous as 
Chrift by tmpuration, becatife he kept the Jaw for uss; 
and here obferye that the queftion is mot whether all} 
thae Chrift did & had isimputedtous as our rightes4 
oufnefs, buc whether all thache did pro zobzs,for us,as; 
afurecy in fulfilling the law, be not for (ub fiance, out} 
righteoutnefs; & therefore to think that weare not Jus) 
{tified by Chrifts righteou{nefie,becaufe then we are; 
juftified by his working of miracles , preaching off 
jermons,which women are not regularly capable off 
is bur to caft blocks before the blind ; fothat though) 
Chrift doth not beftow his perfonall wifdom and ju-; 
{tice upon another, yet whathinders, bucthat that; 
which Chaftdeth by his wifdom & righteoufnes for, 
another, thefame fhould fland goed for hin for 
whom it is dene 2 for thus itis infundry cafes among 
men; Chriftseflental righteoufnels,infinire wildomy 
tulnets of {pjrit without meafure,€éc, is not imputed 
tous; yetchele haye con{pired together to do that for| 
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us,and fufter chat for us, by which we come to beac- 
| Poured righteous bctore God : he fhail be called ihe 
Lord our righteoufnefs,1er.23.6. This righteoulncs 
im therefore imputed tous juttifies us, Aor. 5.18. we 
are faid to be made rhe right eoufne/s of God in ims 
notthe righteoutnefle of God whereby he 27 fF but 
whereby we are jut; oppoted tothe rightegulneis of 
man whichiscalkd or own righteon{iefi, Kom 10. 
(3s Kom.1.17. Notrigbteouineile fiom him (as che 
Ml Papiftsdream) butrighteoulnefle ## him _ nor re- 
i miffion by Chrift only, buc righteoufine fle ind drift; 
chis imputed juftifies ; as fin imputed condemhs, 
Who are the perfonsthe Lord doth jultifie 2 

| They are beleevers; we ate juftified 67 fazth Rom, 
Mm §. or for C brifts righteounels app ehendeu by faith, 
bhil,3.9. itisby fathnotasa work of grace, butas 
by an inftrument appointed of God for this end. 
‘Chrift did net die that our fins fhouid be actually & 

i immediately pardoned, but mediately by Faith, Loh. | 
Il 3.16, loka 17.20, and the Lord in wildome hathap- 

pointed this.as the only means of applying righteout- 

i nefle, becaufe this aboveall other graces ca‘ts down 
all the righteoufnes ofmairin pc int of puftification,& 
Wo all caufe of boatting,and advanceth grace & mere 
cy only, Rom, 3,27.Rom. 4.16. Ko. 4 §. kom.9.30. 
31.32. the faithiull account them{elves ungodly in 
lithe bufineffe of juftification.and thence itis faid that 
Abrabam (thougha godly manin himtelf, yet) 2e- 
leevedin kimthat juftefiestheungodly -he on ly is 
righteous whom God pronounceth & faith is righte- 
Idfous.. Now Faith above all other graces beleeves the] 
| wrord; andaBeleever faith, I beleeve Lam righteous, 


before God,not becaule 1 feelicfo in my felt,but be- | 
icaufe God faith Jam fo in his Sonne , fo that you are 
iiinot juftified before you beiceves northen only,when 
ify owhave performed many holy duties,barat the ficft 
] eas P 2 _ inftant 
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linflant of yonrclofing with Chrift, you are then to] }} 
fee it,and by Faithto admire Gods rich grace for it. ||] 
- What isthe extenc of thisfenrence ? HYD 

) The defcription faith , thae Chrifts fatisfaction 

thusapplyed, the Father dath two things. — 

1. Heabfolyes them from all guilt and condemna- }} 
tion of fin, fo that inthis fenfe, be fees wo iniquity in | 
Jacob, chaftifemertsthey may now have after jufti- |} 
fication, but no punifhments; ctoffes, nor cures ; 
fuchas deftroy their fins, no punifhments todeftroy } | 
their {dhles $ hence thote phrafes in Scripture, feat-| (4 
tering fins as a mift, blotting thems out, remembring \\ 
the mno more, fetting them as far as Eaft as from the \ 
Wefte: for Chrift being made fin for his people, and }}) 
this being imputed, he aboléhing all_fin,by one offer- | 
ing, Heb.ro. henceall areforgiven ; and hence it is 
chat there can be no fuit in Law againft a finner, the }/ 
Law being fatisfyed, andthe finner abfelved ; nay |! 
hence fin is condemned,and the finner {pared, Rom. |} 
8,3, as Chrift dyed for us, fo he was acquitted for us, 14 
and we in him ; wee in hinvin redemption, wee by }' 
himin astuall faith and application, Whether all] 
fins, paft,prefent, and to come,are actually forgiven |) 

jacthefirft inftane of beleeving, I willnoc, dare not} 
determine; this isfafeto fay, 1. That the fentence}! 
of pardon of all thy fins, isatan inftant, Ro.8.1. but}! 
not the fenfe nor execution of pardon: actual fentence}' 
of pardon,notaétual application of pardon, til they be} 
actually committed, Col.2.13.Heb,9,12, Heb, 10,}' 
1,2, Rom.3.2§. Thereisa pardonof courfe ({omel|! 
fay) for fans of infirmities,J fay there isalfo a pardon } 

| of courfe for fins of wilfulneffe, all manner of fins 5}! 
but not fenfe of pardon alwayces, Heaccepts & ac-\' 
counts us perfectly righteous, Rom, 4.3. Faith 2s) 
accounted for righteoufnel{e,not the act of Faith; as}! 
the Arminians would, but the object of x apprehend! 
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righteous through Chrifts righteoufneffe,as ifwe had 


WM kept all che law, fuffered all che punifhments for the 
breachof it; Who canlay any thing tothe charge of 


Gods eleét, whom God hath ju/fified 2 faich the A- 
poftle,Ro.8. Satan may anlwer, Yes, can, for the 
‘Law faith, The foul thac fins neuf? dyes Chrift ant. 


Iwers, but I have dyed for him, 8 {arisfied the urmoft 


farthing co juftice in that point: True,may Saran fay, 
here is {atistaction for the offence, butthe Law mutt 
be keptalfo ; the Lord Chrift anfwers, Iam rhe end 


of the Law for righteoufneffe,I am petfeé& holy and 


fon) but for this poor finner who in himfelfe is excee- 
dingly and wholly polluted ; and hence the Lordco- 
yversfins, aswellaspardons fins; cloathes us with 
Chrift,as well asremits fin for Chrifts fake ; andas 
weare accounted finners by imputation of -ddams 


Wiceallunrighteon{nefle, fo are we accounted righte~ 


ous by the fecond Aams legall righteoufnefle, and 
chat unto eternal life, Rom.§.17.18, Thus you fee 


Hl che nature, nowthe Lord opens your eyesto fee the 


glory of this priviledge; youthat never tele the heavy 
ead of fin, the terrors of a diftreffed con{cience ari- 
Gung from the fenfe of an angry God, cannot prize 
this priviledg ; butif you have, you cannet but lay as 
hedid, OA bleffed are they whofe intquities are for- 
ginen,and whofe fin ss covered; and again, Bleffed ws 
‘the man towhonethe Lordimputes no fin sP. fal. 32 


12, The Lord pity us; how many,be there in thefe 


times,that knowthereis no jultification but by chrifts 
‘tighteoufnetle, & yet efteem itnot ? let methercfore 
give you one glimple of the glory of it in thefe partt- 
I culars, ¥. Thisisthe righteoufnes by which 4 fvsner 
istighteous: the law fhewes you how 2 man may be 
righteous, butthere isnot the leaft tittle of the Law, 

2/3 whichfhews 


361 


ed by Faith ; Rom.5.%7. The Lord accounts us as, _ 


WW righteous, not for iny felf, (for ] am a common per- |" 


« 
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fhewes you how 4 fiazer may become righteous, this } ||, 
never could have entered into the thoughts of Angels} (/! 
how tuis could besit is croffe ta fente & reaton, for a} || 
manaccurfedand fintull in himfelf, to be atehat very | 
‘time blefied & righteous in another;to fay, Lord de- |} 
part from mefor | am a finfull man, Like 5.8.isthe| 
‘voice of natu: al confcience awakened, not only con-} 7 
cerning God out of Chrift, bur even when God ap-] 
peares in Chriftas he didthento Peter; but thatthed ! 
Lord fhou.d become our righteoufnefle, when wee 
think no fanners like our felves 3 no cafes, no sfhicti- 
ons, no defertions like ours, who can beleeve this ?) 
yet thusit is; che very {cope of the fourth Chapter to} 
the Komanes, isnot to fhew how a juft man may 
made righteous,bur how 4 finer may ; our own dus} 
ties, works,& reformation, may make us at the belt}! 
but leffe finfull, but this righteou fnefs makesa finnet | i 
finleffe. 2, By thisa finner is righteous before the}’ 
judgernent teat of God : what man that hath awakes} 
ningsot conicicnce, but trembles exceedingly whe | y 
he confidersthe judgement feat of God, and of his}! 
ftrict account there; but by this wee canlook upon} '| 
the face of the Judge himleite with boldnefle, /¢ a { 
Godthat yftifies, who {hall condemn? Rom,8, 324] 
Can Chrift condemn? he isour Advocate. Can fin}'| 
condemn ? why did Chrift die & was made fin “a | 
can Satan condemn, it God himfelf juftifie us? ifthel!| 
udyc acquitsus, whatean the laylor doe? can the} 
Law condemn ? no, the Lord Chrift hath fulfilled it}! 
for us. tothe uemoft; Oh the ftings that many have, |: 
faying, what fhali Ido when I die & go down tothe}'| 
duft ? may notthe Lord have fomeching againft me|! 
at the day of reckoning that I never faw,nor got can-|| 
celled? Opoor creatures ! isChrift now before God}! 
without {pot ? hath he cleared all reckonings? verily |! 


as he is before him;fo are you,through that righteou 
: ao: Cf 


nes which isin him tor you 


1 Bythisyou have perfect righteou {neffe,as pertc ét- 
Hy righteous,as Chrilt <be 72 ighi ews, i Loh.2.1.2.& 
13.7. A.lyour ownet ightecufmeiie though it be the 
‘tuic of che Spirit of grace, isa blotted, ftained rig nte- 
fle, very imperfect andlitle; but by this, the 
t David, £cter, Paul, was not more precious 
¢.is,becatife thou hait the fae righceouines 
asthey had, 2Per,8. 2. VVhatfincere foul bur ¢- 
fleems of perfec holinefle more chen of heayen 1 
felfe 2, Oh confider thou haftic (imthisfenfe i now 
{peake of ) inthe Lord Jefus. By this you have con- 
tinual righteoufnefle ; what doeft thou complaine ot 
T daily 2 is it not becaufe thou feeleft new fins, or the 
fame firs contefled,éclamented,and in part fubdueds 
nayfome to thytecling wholly fubdued; but they re- 
turn upon thee again, & che {pringsin the bottom fil] 
thy foulagain,thatchou artweary ofthy felfand lite. 
QO but rermember,this is nota cifterne,but a fount ain 
J opened, Zach.x 3,1. torthee to wathin; as /izve a- 
| bounds, fograce nthisgift of righteoufnels abortuds 
‘much more; the Lord hathchanges of garments tor 
Vchee: Zach. 3. 1.2.3.4. 5.6+7. by means of which, 
§ there fhall never-enter into the Lords heart, onehard 
1 thought coward thee of cafting thee off, or of taking 
)} revenge, upon any new.occafion or fallunto fin, 
By this you have eternal righteoufnefle, that ae- 
I ver canbe loft ; it che Lord fhould make theeas per- 
} fedtly rignteous as once eAdamwas, or Angels in 
I beavenare,& put on thy royal apparellagaine,thou 
4 walt indanger of lofing this, & of being ftripc naked. 
again; but now the Lord hath put your righteoulnes 
Sntoa {aferhand whichnever {hal be loft, Heb,6.12. 
Dan. 9.24- By this you pleafe God, andare more 
amiable be;ore him,then if you had tein your fel Do 
not fay this is a poor righteoufhels, whichis thus out 
of thy felfinanothes; why do youthink righteo ufnefs 
4 in 
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_| in your felf would be beft-2 Is it not becaufe hereby | 


you think you fhall pleafe God ? Suppofe thou had{t |} 
it,yetthy righteoutnes fhould be at the beft but mans |} 
righteoufneffe,but this is called the righteoufnelfe of \\i 
\God, which cannot but be more pleafing to him, then |} | 
thatin thy felf,2 Cor.5.20, what is Angelicall righte- |} 
oufnefle tothe righteoufnes of God ? tis buta glow- | H} 
wortn before the Sun : the fmell of E/as’s garments, ||| 
the robes of this righteoufnes of the Son of God, are |} 
of a {weeter odour then thine can be or everfhall be, |} 
Eph.§.1.2. Tis faid, By faith Abel,Enoch, ec, plea=|\| 
fed God : their perfons were finfull, their owne duties } || 
were weake, yet by Faith ‘in chisthey pleafed God :}} 
thou thinke[t when thou geeftto Prayer, if 1 had no | || 
fin, but perfect holineffe in mee, furely God would | | 
| heareme, Itell you when you bring this offering of | (| 
Chrifts righteoutneffe,the Lord had rather have that, || 
then all you can doe, you bring that which pleafeth |} 

him more, then if you brought your owne, Foraske 
thy own confcience if it be poffible for the righteout- | | 
nefle that is done by thy felfeto be imore pleafing t0 | | 
God, then the righteou{nefs of the Sonne of God, the | | 
Lordof Glory himfelf, done and perfeéted for thee, | 
, 7. By this youglorifieGed exceedingly, as_4-| | 
braham beleeved, Rom.4, and gave glory unto God. | | 
Ln the Lord {hall all the feedof Ifraelbe juftified,| | 
and fhallglory, Efay.4§.25. For, {| 
1. By this you glorifie him perfectly in aninftant,} 
for you. contmueto doe al] thatthe Layy requiresthat} || 

infant you beleeye, The Apoftle propounds the} 

Queftion, Rom. 3.21. Whether a Chriftian by faith 
doth make void the Law? No, faiththe A pottle,ézt | || 
we e[hablifh the Lay. How isthat 2 Pareus fhewes| | 
three wayes+ Oneisthis becaufe chat perfectrighte. | | 
» joutneffe which the Law requiresofus, we perform j_| | 

in Chrift, by faith. So that in one inftantthou continu | 
3 _eft 
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i 
| bitto doe all that the Law requires, and hence arifeth 
theimpoffibility of a true Belecvers Apottalie, as 
irom one principal caufe : They that deny fauisfacti- 
onby Chrifts doing ofthe Law, becaufe by our own 
}iworkesand doings wee cannot be juftified before 
1)God, may aswelldeny farisfaction by Chrifts {uf 
ferings, becaufe by our own fufferings we cannot be 
juftifieds our obedience to the Law in way of fuf- 
I tering, is as truly the works ofthe Law, as our obe- 
Hidiencein wayof doing, 
i} 2. By this you glorifie Gods juftice; whatever 
Juftice requires to bee done or fiftered, -yougive it 
Bi unco God, by Faithin Chrift, stash 
3, By this youglorifie grace and mercy, Eph, 1.7. 
for by this means mercy may oyet-abound toward 
lyou, and you may triunaph init as {ureand certainto 
you, What a blefled myftery is this. Doth it not 
j2rieve you that yeu cannot glorify God in your times 
and places? Behold the way, if thou canft not doe it 
|by obedience, thou maift by faith : & thereby make 
| reftitution ofall Gods gloryloftand ftoln from him 
by thy difobedience tohim. By this you have peace 
in your confciences + by this, Chrifts blood is {prink- 
‘Hed uponthem, and thatcocles the burning torments 
ofthem, Ro, 5.1. Lhecommers unto the Leviticall 
| factifices and wafhings , (types of this offering of 
| Chrift)could notthereby be perfected & be without 
| the guilty confcienee of fin : none of your duties can 
pacity confeience,butas they carry youhither to this 
| righteoufneffe, burthe commersto this have no more 
I terrorsof con{cience for fin,I mean they haye no juft 
cate tohave any ; this Réx-bow appearing over 
your heads, isa certaine figne of fait weather, & chat 
there fhal be no more deluge of wrathta overwhelm 
thee. By thisall miferiesare removed ; when thy fins 
are pardoned, there isfomething like death, & {hame 
| : 300 
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and fickneffe, buethey arenot ; it’sfaid, //2.33, ult? || 

There jnall be none fex. anony thena; why lo? be=|, 

caufe they thal be for gsvent..ear inequaties: Tis no || 
ficknefie ina manner, noforrow, no affliction, it the 
venome,fting, 8 curfe be taken away by pardon of | 
fin; thy facknefle, forrow, loffes, death ittelfeis bet= }} 
ter now then health, joy, abundanee, life; you may |} 
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' SECT. 2. 
ae Secondly, Reconciliation. 
_ This is the fecond benefit whichin erder of nature 
‘ollows our Juftification,although{omrime in alarge 
genfe it iscaken tor the whole work of luftifieation, 
rictly taken, ittollowesit,Rom.5.1. Bezng yuftified 
by faith,me have peace with God, 2,¢, not only peace 
{row Godinour conf{ciences, but peacew#h Godin 
our reConcilement co him,and histayour toward us: 
Being juftrfied we (hallbe faved fromwrath, ie. not 
onely the oucward fruits of wrath, but wrath from 
Siwhence thofecome; Chrift is firtt King of righte- 
on fneffe, chen Keg of Peace, Heb, 7. 2. for isnot {m 
the caule of Gods anger? muft not finne therefore be 
6) 4rft removed in our juftification,before we ean haye 
84 Godsanger allayed sn our reconciliation ? fo that as 
Jin our jultifieationtheLord accountsus juft,fo in our 
‘reconciliation (himfelfbeing at peace with us )he ac- 
countsusfriends;indeed our meritorjous reconciliati- 
on isby Chriftsdeath;as the Kings fon who procures 
Py his fachersfayour toward.a Malcfactor, who yet lies 
in cold irons& knows it not; and this is beforeour 
juftificatiom or being, Rom,5.9, but actually & effi- 
ca¢ious reconciliation, wheréby we come tothe frui- 
P| cion 8 poffeftion of it, is after our juftification, Kor. 
} 3.24.25,/C hrift isa propitiation by faith,and here 
Py che Maleta@tor hath tidings offavor, if he willaccept 
W of it, Eph: 2.25.17. and of this I now {peak God 
& man wereonce friends , but by fina great breach 
is made, the Lordonely bearing the wrongis juftly 
provoked,//4:6 5,2, 3.anan that only doth the wrong 
is notwithftanding at enmity: with him, & willnot be 
intreated to accept of fayour, much leffetorepent of} 
\\ this wrong, Ler. 3.4.5. 6,7; 8 the Lord Jefus there- 
\ fore heals this breach by being» mediator betweene 
\both ; heetakesupthe quarrel], and To 
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God to man, and man to God, #2 hinfelfe, in Re) 
denaption, and after this reconciles God and man pj 
himfelfe in (or immediately upon)our juftificationy 
This Reconciliation confiftsin two things chiefly, 
1, In our peacewith God, whereby the Lora, 
layes by all ats of hoftility again{t us, Rom,5.1 | 
“2, In love and fayour of God, I doe not meane| 
Gods love of good will, forthis isin Election, but) 
his love of complacencte and delight, for tillwee are} 
juttified, the Lord behaves himielfe.as an enemy 
and {tranger to us whoare polluted beforehim, but/ 
then he begins thus to loveus, 1 Joh 4.10.16, Col,| 
1.21.22, A Gardiner may intend torurnea Crab-| 
tree {tock into an Apple-tree, his intention doth not) 
alter the nature of ic , untill ic-actually be engrafted ; 
upon. - fowee are by nature the children of wrath, 
Eph. 1. 3. The intention of God the Father, or his} 
love of good will doth not make us children of favour \ 
Jand Sons of peace, untillthe LordaCtually call us to | 
and ingrafteus into Chrift, and thenas Chrift is the 
delight of God 3 fo weein him are loved with the 
{ame love of delight. . Peace with Gad and love of / 
God are of ditterent degrees of our reconciliation : i 
A Prince isat peace o¥ ceafeth warre againft a rebel, 
yet he may not bring the Bebell before hitm, into his) 
bofome of {peciall favour, delight,and love; but the}! 
Lord doth beth, towards us enemies , ftrangers, Re-} 
bells, devils, in our reconciliation with him, oi 
Oh confider whata blefled eftate this is to be ati 
peace with God ; Ie wasthe titleof honour the Lord}; 
putupon Abraham to bethe friend of God, Vfa.4t.|\ 
8, Lam notableto exprefie whata priviledge this is,! 
tis better felc then {poken of; as Adofes faid, Pfal.69,|) 
Whoknows the greatnefs of his wrath, So \ may fay,})\ 
who knowesthe greatneffe of this favour and love?) 
1- That God fhould be pacified wich thee after an-}) 
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Hher,this is exceeding glorious, 1/a.12,1.2, Whatis) 
Wean that che Lord fhould vifit him, orlookeupon 
| 5, though he never had finned? but co looke upon | 
Whee, nay toloyethee, after provocation of fin, after 
ach wrath, which like fire hath confumed thoufand 
houfands, and burnt downthe botteme of hell, and 
iis now and ever fhall bee burning upon them ; Oh 
Wblefled are they that findethisfavour!= 
4) 2, Thatthe Lord fhould be pacified wholly and 
Whorowly, that there fhould be no anger left for you 
Wo feel. The poore afflicted Church mightobject a- 
Wiz ainft chofe {weet promifes made here, //4. 27.162. 
Me. chat fheleftnolove : You are miftaken, faith the 


WMLord, Fury 15 not in me,ver. 4, Indeed againtt bry- 
Mars and thorns, and obttinate finners that prick 8 cut 
Witnee to the very heart by their impenitency, 1 haye, 
pour none againft you : Ous of Chrift, God z 4 con- 
Wi(aming frre, but in Chrift he isnothing elfe bue love, 
Mx Zob.4,16, & thoughthere may be fatherly frowns, 
Wichaftifements, reproofs,and rods, though he may for 
We. time hide his face, {hut our thy prayers, deferre to 
(fulfill promiles, &&c, yet all chefe are out of pure love 
Htothee.and thou fhalt fee it, and feel it fo in thy laccer 
Wend, Heb,12,8,9. Never did David love Jonathan 
A (whofe love exceeded) as the Lord loves thee from 
WW his very heart, now thou art in Chrilt by faith. 

A) 3. Thatthe Lord {halbe pacified eternally never to 
caftrhee off again for any tins or miferies thou falleft 
into, thisi8 wonderfull ; Thofe whom men love they 
1) forfake; iftheir loye be abufed ; or if their friends be 
inaffliction, they then bid chem good night ; but the 
| Lords love & fayoriseverlafting,//2.9.7.T he msoun- 
tains may depart out of their places, & the hiks caft 
Wl downto valleys, but the Lords kindneffe never (halt, 
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ee 
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Bh) zever can; He hath hidhis face a little moment, | \{a,45. 
_ whilesthou didit live in thy fin and unbeleef,but now | ro, 
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Pi: wath everlafting mercy he will embrace thee; Nay}\} 
whichis more, the abounding of thy fiz is now thel} 
occafion of the abounding of nis grace, Ro. § 20, thy 
very wants 8¢ naiferiesare the very caules ot his bowel’ 
‘els and tender mercies, Heb, 4.15, 16, Oh whatalt 
priviledge isthis 2, Didche Lord ever fhew mercy || 
and fayour to the Angels chacfinned? Did not one fin} 
caft them out of favour utterly ? Oh intinite grace,/ 
that fo many thoufand thoufands every day gufhingp| 
eucof thy heare againft kindnefle and love, nay the! 
jereateft, deareft love of Ged, fhould not incenfe his|' 
foreft difpleafure ag: inft thee / the Lord char powred (4 
jout allhisanger upon his own Sou for thee, and for} 
jall thy fins, cannot now powr out, nay hee hath not?! 
jonedrop left (though he would) to powre outupon |} 
\ thee for any one finne. a.) 
| 4. Thatthe Lord fhould bethus pacified with e-}' 
|nemies; aman may beeafily pacified withonetharf’ 


| offends hima little, buc with an enemy that ftrikesat}" 


this life, (as by every fin you dee) this is wonderfull, 


| yetthisisthecafe here, Roms, 5.7.8, 
-§, Thatthe Lordfhould be pacified, even withe- |! 
inemies, by fucha wenderfull way asthe blood of Te-}'| 
ifus Chrift, Rom, §.7.8, chisis {uch love, as one would} 
{think the infinite witdome ofa bieffed God could} 
~ thaye devifedno greater ; by this (v.6.) he ccamen- |} 
| ded and fet out hes love which though now it growa!|! 
|ftale and common ening in our dayes, yetthis is chat} 
which is enough to burftthe heartwith a Gonifhm ent 
{and amazement , tothinke that the party offended,} 
(who therefore had no caufe to feeke peace withusay. 
gaine)fhould find out fuch away of peace as thisis;|! 
Woeto the world that delpife this peace, ” ot 
| 6. That being thus pacified, you may.come into] | 
{Gods prefence with boldneffe at any time, andaske } ! 
what you wills L wonder what he can deny you iff | 
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Iie loves you, Rom, §. 2, and which is yet more, thar 


now all creacuresare at peace wai hyor, 10b.5,23. as 
when the Capraine of the Army is pacifyed, none of 


Uh is fouldiers muft hurc or {trike that man; nay, that 
Bhereby all your enemies fhould be forced todo good 


e you; Of death where ts now thy fting 2 

_ [have oftwondered, 1t Chrift hath borne all our 
mileiiesand fuffered death for us, why then fheuld 
weteel any milevies or {ee death any mere ? and I 
rould never fatisfie my owne heart by any anfwers 


Bbiven, better then by this,véx, chacitthe Lord {hould 


bolifh the very being of our miferies,chey fhould in- 
Metin dousno hurt; butneithe: couldthey then 
doeus arly good : for if chey were notacall, hew 
could they doe usgood ? ‘now the Lord Jetus hath 
made {ucla peace for us,as that our enemics fal noe 
only not hurt us, buc they (hall be forced (himfelf ore 


dering of them) te doe much good unto us; all your 
wants fhali but make you pray the-more, all your 
Siforrowes fhall but humble youthe more, all your 

tem ptations {hall but exercife your gracesthe more ; 
Hail your fpiricuall defertions fhall but make you long 
$I for heaven,and to be with Chrift the more : itis now 
Bi} part of your portion, not only tohave Pawl,and A- 


WI pollos and world, bat death it felfe, to do yougood 3 
1 Oh Lord whata bleffed eftateisthis; which, though 
BI thoufands living under the Gofpell of peace heare of, 
Bl yet they regard not; they can ftrain their con{ciences 
Bi inareftlefle purfuit of the favour of menand in {eek- 


ling worldly peace; yettothis day (though born ene- 


miesto God) never fpent one day, it may be notone 
honre, in mourning after the Lord for fayour irom 
him, nor care not for it, unlefle it beupon their own 
cearms, 742, that God would be at peace with them, 
butchey may ftill remain quietly in their fins 8 war 


Vagaintt God; & cheneeit is,chat che Lord will ies - 
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iy take away peace from the ghole earth, and plagie} || 
the world with war and blood-fhed :asit is in Zach, ||| 

_| 11,6, Deliver every mantntothe hard of his neigh-|\| 
bour, andtnto the hand of his King, and they {hah})\\, 
{mitethe Laxd; even for thisyery caufe, for defpil=| 
ing the peace & reconciliation with God, you might} |), 

‘land fhould haye accepted in the Gofpelof peace, } 

huis SECT, IT. 1 

. Thirdly, eA doption, rae | 
_ Thisisthethird benefit, which in order of nature § 
followes our reconciliation, whereby the Lord ac-} 
counts us Sens,aid gives us the Spirit and priviledge | 
of Sons: for in order, we muff be firft beloved before ‘| 
we can be loyed fo asto be accounted Sons, 1 [0h,3. 4 ‘| 
1,2. for the Lord of unjuftto account us jz/ in our || 
juftification is much; but forthe Lord toaccount us} | 
hereby as fréends, this is maore - but to account us} } 
Sons allo, this is a higher degree and a,farther privi-} | 
ledge and hence, que Adoption followes our Faith 3 
Loh,t,12.Gal,3,26, andif Adoption, then the Spi- 
ricof Adoption muchleffe doth not precede Faith,by | | 
Chrifts active obedience (our Divines fay) we have} || 
right unto life; by Adoption wehavea farther right; | | 
the one deftroyes not the other; for a man may have] , 
rightunto the fame thing upon fundry grounds : we} | 
Know there are two forts of Sons : 1. Some by na-{ , 
ture, borne of our own bodies, and thus weeare not} | 
Sonsotf God, butchildrenef Wrath, 2. Some by| | 
Adoption which are taken out of another family, & } | 

occounted freely ofusas our Sons; and thus Adofes} 

was fora timethe Son of Pharaohs daughter, And}, 
ofthis Son-fhip by Adoption J now fpeak, the Lord } || 
taking us out of the family of hellto be his Adopted | | 
Sons. Chrift is Gods Son by eternal generation, 4-| | 
dam by creation; all beleevers are Sons of Adoption, | . 
Now Adoption is two-fold, | re ft 
ah .  ¥, External, | | 
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| 1, Externall, whereby the Lord takesa people by 


Pjoutward coyenant and difpentation to be his Sons; 

Bland thus allthe Jewes were Gods fir/t-burve,Exod, 

| | 4.22,andunro them did belong the Adoptien,Rom. 

| 9.4. 5. And hence their chikdren were accounted 

Bi.Sons, as wellas Saints,and holy: 1 Cor.7.14.Exech, 

| 16.230, 21, but many fall from this Adoption, as the 

Bijewesdid, , 

2, Internall, whereby the Lord out of everlafting 

ove, to particular perfons in {peciall, hee takes them 

f che family of Satan, and by internall love and 

‘pecial account reckons them in the number of Sons;! 
makes them indeed Soxs, as yellas callsthem fo: /- 1h, 55, 
faac by {pecial promife was accounted for the feed,| 5+ 

1 0.9.8, & of this we now {peak, Now thisis double, 

1, Adoption begun, 1 Joh, 3.1.2. now we are the 

Sous of God, ‘To which of us, (though Sonsindeed ) 
yet the Lord behaves himilelt coward them for fome] - 
time, and tor {peciall reafons, as unto fervants, ex- 
ercifing chem with many fears, Gad. 4.1.2. fome fpi- 
rits willnot be che better forthe love of their Father, 

Nour w6rfle; and therefore che Lord keeps a hard hand 
over them : co others,the Lord behaves bimdelf with 

more fpeciall refpect, in making them cry with more 

Niboldnefle, 4644 Father,Rom.821 5.16, who willbe 
more eafily overcome, and bentto his will by love. 
2, Adoption perfected, when we fhall receive all 
the priviledges of fons, not one excepted, Rom.8,23; 
where weare {aid to wait for onr Adoption, the Re- 

| dem tion of our bodies; By the firft wearefons, but]. 
notfeene mor known fuch, 1 Fob 3.2.2, Bythe fe- 
cond, we fhall be known before all the world tobe 
(uch ; wee now Ipeake principally of Adoption be= 
pun, whereby we are Sons in Gods account; and by 

reall reception of the Spiricof Sens ; che manner of 

‘his Adoption isthus, | 
| . t, God 


Mee ee 


Se ee 


se gee 


ST ee Ee 


<e 


ilmenite 


The Sound Beleever, == [ 
1, God loves jets Chrift with an unipeakable | || 
_. Joye, as his only Son,andas our elder brother, | |, 

2. Hence when we arein Chrift his Son, he loyes| || 
~ uswith thefame love, ashe dothhisown Son, | | 

3, Hence the Lord accountsus fons, Ephe/, 1.5.6.| 

Gods love is notnow toward usas to e4dam | 

' his Son by Creation, 7x. immediately diffufed | 
uponus; buc in loying his owne Son immedi-| || 
ately, hence he loves us,and hence adoptsus,and al 
accounts us children, Sure: | 

Ohthat the Lord would open our eyes to fee this | 
priviledge; Behold :t,laith F ohn, 1 Loha 3,1. ttand) 
amazed at jt, that children of wrath fhould become} 
the Sons ef the mof{thigh God; for a beggar on the} | 
| dunghill, a vagabond, runnagace from God, prodi-| | 
gall,a {tranger to God,whom the Lord had no caufé} | 
to think on, to be madea Son of God Almighty. | | 

| If Sons, thenthe Lord doth prize and efteem you | 
as Sons? If a man hath twenty fons, he efteemes the } 
poorelt, leaft;fick child hee hath, mioréthen all his | | 
goods and fervants, unleffe he be an unnatural fathers |_| 

Tcell yowthatthieleaftof you, the pooreftand moft} 

feeble beleever, is accounted of God, and more e-} 
fteemed then all hishoufhold ftuffe : chen heaven, | 
earth, and all the glory in it,and all che Kings, & great | 
men inthe world : (2, 43.4.5,6, not becaufethon 
‘hat done any thing warthy of this, but onely becaufe 
heaccountsthee freely as hisSonne. © q 
If fons, then the Lord iurely willtakecare for you! | 
\as for fonss. a godly father hatha double care of his| || 
children, Firft, of their'temporall; Secondly» and || 
chiefly of their evernall eftate ; we are ready to que- | || 
{tion intimes of want, what we fhall eat, driak, how 
| we fhalllive; Ohconfider, art thoua Son of God, | || 
‘and willnot he that feeds the Ravens, and cloathes 
the Lilies, provide for thee ? Yes verily, he willtake | 
L532, fix ees __ Care 
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care for thy temporall good, Jtis crue; you may bee 
brought into outward ftraits, wants, miferies, yet 
then the Lord is thereby plotting for thy eternal good, 
for hence come all Gods correGtions, Deut, 8,5, 
Heb,12.8. the Lotdtook allthey had trom them by 
their enemies in warre, and carryed them away Cape 
tive intoa ftrange Land, yet /er. 24. 5. this was for 
their good s we think the Lord many umestakes no 
care forus, and fo make him of a worfe nature then 
the favage beafts,or bloodyment;ward their young, 
burthis is certain, hee never denies any thing to us in 
outward things, bucit is to further our eternal biifle | 
with him, to doeus good in ow latter end : what fay 
godly parents ? itisno matter what becomes of my 
children, when I am dead, if the Lord would bur 
give then himfelfeto be their-portion; ifat laft they 
}| may fee the Lordinglory : doe not wonder then it 
} | the Lord kcepes you fhort fometimes. 
}| If Sons,then he loves you as Sons, as 2 father doth 
| bisfons; you thinke the Lord loves you not, becaule 
») | you doe not alway feele his love, nor know his love ;) 
| sthy fon not thy childe, becaufe whiles it is young, it 
| knowesnot the father that begot it, or becaufe thou 
; art fometime departed from it, and haftit not alway 
+)| inthine ownatms ? Lfrael faith, Ady God hath for 
|faken me and forgotten me, 1{a. 49.14. and yet no 
| mother tenders her childe, as the Lord did them; you 
+) chinke becaufe you have fo many fins and afflictions 
| ane upon another,thattheLord loves you not: judge 
' righteoufly, hathshy child no father becaufe it isfick} 
: “pn together, and therefore ke pt under unto a {pare 
) dyet ? no, he knowes our mould, and that we are but 
-duft, and freely chofesus tobe his Sons, and hence 
| loves eemanhendice allour fins! P{a. 89, 3233+]. 
+) if Re fees Ephraim bemoaning his {tubborneffes 2s 
) wellas his ficknefs, & mgainss, Zer,3%-20. doth was 
| 2 
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the Lord protefle, 1s ke wot my only Senne?) 
If Sons ,then we are hetrs and co-heirs with Chréff, |_|) 
faiththe Apoftle, Kom.8.17. fons by nature are net| |) 
alway heiresbucall tonsby Adoptionare ; wee are} || 
heires with Chuift, the Lord Chriftas eur elder bro*} || 
ther managing a] our eftate for us,b:caufe unable to} ” 
do ireour felves; weare hezres, 1, of the K ingdome of 
glory, t Pet.1.4<§. Heires of allthis vifible @orld, 1 | 
Cor.3,22.mctthat we have the whole worldin our | || 
own hand (it would be toocumberfome tous to ma- | >| 
nage,) butthe Lord gives us the rent of it, the Lui: a 
& good of it,though it be poffefled by others. 3. We} 
are heires of chepremife : Heb.11.9.° Heb. 6, 17-| 
whereby Jehovah himfelfe comes to be our inher I} 
cance & portion for ever; and look as Chrift was in, 
the world an heire of all, thoughtrod underfoot by 
all, foare we ; what can wee defire more 2 If Sons, 
then we have, and fhallever have the {pirit of Sons, 
Rom 8.15.16. & whatare we the better for this Spi-} 
{ rit ? truly hereby, ‘Firlt wecry unto him, eve are ena-} 
bledto pray who could not pray before,becaufe guilt} | 
ftopt our mouthes, Secondly, we cry Abba Father,} ' 
and this Spirit witnefleth thatwe are fons of this Fa-| 
ther : iris not faid that it witneffechto our {pirits,but} |] 
culustaveet, atwitneffech wth our {pirits, 4. our re-} | 
newed cenicience, thus; All belecyers called and ju-| | 
ftified of Godare Sons, but ] am fuch a beleever,} | 
therefore 1am a Son, nowthe Spirit beares witncfie| | 
wich us inevery part,both premifes and conclufion,} — 
only it being the cleare{t and @rongeft witnefle, it te-| | 
ftifies the {amething our con{ciencesdo.but yet more! _ || 
clearly, more certainly, more comfortably & {weer-} | 
ly, ravifhirg the foul with moft unfpeakeable peace} | 
& joy, efpecially inthe conclufion, I know there is}. 
a Noetsck teftimony but it is laftly refolved into this.) | 
He not now difpure it, only this is certaine-; that thigh | 
Jy... ‘tefRimony allthe Sons of God have by means of their] ' 
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| their Adoption, They may not indeed fomtime hear 
‘13 ifthey do,they may object againttir through the 
tnbeleef in part remaining inthem ; orif itbefomes|} 
times fufpended, what you want in the witnefleand 
comfort of it, you baye itin the holinefle of ic; and 
therefore the Spirit fealing is called the hely Spirit, 
Eph, 4.30.1 Pet,1. 6,7.8.and is not this a great pri- 
viledge ? Third ly ,hereby you are led and guided,and 
that continually toward yourlaftend. Foras if e4- 
damhad{tood, hee fhould have had the Spirit o 
Ged,this very Spirit to have kept him andall his po- 
{terity from talling at aay timetrom Ged, fo Chrift 
haying {tood torus, juftified us before God ; fends 
the immutable conftaaraffiftance of che Spirit in A- 
doption, which though it doth not alway quicken us, 
# norcomfortus; nor affure us,8&c. yet it isevery mo- 
1 ment guiding and feading of us unto aur umeft end, 
6} From hence itis, thatthe fame fins which barden o- 
¥} chers,aclatt humble us,the fametenaptations bywhich 
/ | others fall & perifh, ferveatlaftte purify'us; hence 
}) our decay. in grace leadsus-te growth at laft, hence 
1 our fears & doubrsferveto eftablifh atlaft,hence ous| 
wildrings from God, for atime, make us efteeme 
} more of the prefence & waysof God at laft; becayfe 
D4} this Spirit of Adoption isthatby which we areled,& 
| conttantly afiilted & carryed toward our latter end ; 
Oh. mournthou that artas yet no Son, buta tlaye to 
by) Satan,& unto thy Alchy lufts;a fervant ae beft,work- 
ing tor wages onely,andifeare ofthe whip, who fhale 
] not only abide in Gods houle as Sons (hall doe : nay 
i¢ may be haft hared and reviledthe Sonnesof God ; 
‘amedfhallcome that you fhall. wonder at their g!o- 
| ty, who.arenot known now. prone 
Hr SECT. 4. 
/| | Fourthly, Santlipcation, 
} This isthe Fourth benefie: which followesin order 


} of narureour juftification,reconciliation,& adoption | 


Rom, 8, 
14. 
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tion, for upon our being Sons in Adoption, wee re- | 
celye the Image of our heavenly Father in Sanctifi- | ||| 
cation ; becaufe we are under grace. Hence it comes | || 
to paflechac we are freed’‘trom the raigning power of | ||| 
(2, Kom,6,14, fo that our Sanctification follows our | 
jultification, and Adoption goes not before it. In} | 
_ | Jutificacion,we have the leve and righrecufnes of the \ 
| Son; inteconciliation, thelove ofthe Father; in A=} 
deption ;theloye ofa Father & prefence of the Spi- f |) 
ri¢aflilting; witnelling ; in Sandtification,the Image | 
of our Father by the fame fpirit $ and this Teonceive, | 
with fubmiffion 1s rhe feal of the Spirit mentioned | 
Eph.t.13, the (eal Seale7g, is theSpiryt it (elfe; the eal | | 
fealed,confilts firft in the expreffion of it in Adopti- | 
on;fecondly,in theimpreffion of it in Sanctification, | 
and that heonly fhal paffeas current coyne,thathath | | 
both thele  Pknow th moft fulland ¢lear expreffion |. 
and teftimony of the Spirit is after all Gods werk is } || 
‘finifhed inglorifieation; ‘bat'the beginning of itis.| | 
here in Adoption, a fullét friéafore of it in San@tifi- | | 
cation 5 Gods Seale is ever'fet to fome promife (as } 
mens-fealesto fome bond; notto blanks) the Lords | || 
promile of actual juftification,& reconeiliation, per= } | 
tains only to men fanétified'orcalled : in Adoption | 
therefore wee receive the'Spirits which lookes both } 
wayes;'teltifying cither thou fantified, art juftified; | 
rthou calléd,arejnttified & reconciled, I {peak not 
now of external fan&ification by outward fhew and 
profeffion, and common illutnination & operation} 
ofthe Spirit «pox men trom which many fall away, 
fcb.1002'9, but of intethal & {peciall ;the nature of | | 
which, you may beft conceive in thefe three degrees. 
L.Icisthe renewing of a wan, So that byit aman is | 
morally made a new man,another man ; Al things | 
| are becomenews he bath new thoughts,ne w opinions| 
of things,new defires,new prayers,& praifés,new di-| 
{pclitions stegencration not diftering fromir. 2. Ip 
NS 
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2. Itisa renewing of the whole man, t Thef-s ;23. 
Hh | foras every part and taculty of man iscormipt by the 
I) | firft Adam, fothey are renewed by the fecond e4- 
Hy | 4472; Nocthat weare perfectly rencwed in this life 
by Chrift, as we are corrupt by 4dam,but in pait in 
every faculty, Rom.6.19,and from hence arifeth our 
fpiricual combat and warfare with fin,yea with all fin; 
it is not becaule of our fanctification fimply ( for if ic 
were pericét, we fhould war and wraftle no more 3) 
but from the imperfection of its Andthisrenewallin 
ptt, isin € very parr, even in the whole man: and as 
the firft 4 das propogates finchiefly and radically 
in the foul,e{pecially into the heart of man; and from 
Nil chence it diftufeth ir felfe like leaven into the. whole 
lump of ourlives,fo the Lord Jefus chiefly communi- 
| cates this renewyall into our hearts,and thence it {wee- 
censourliyes; and hencsit is called the inver man, 
| Kom, 7,22. Eph, 3.16. Youlcea little holineffe ina 
Chriftian; I tell you, ifke be of the right make, there 
lisa kind of infinite endlefsholineffe within him from 
whence it fprings, as there isa kinde of infinite erid- 
NN lee wickedneffe in a wicked man, froma wherice ‘his 
| fins {pring + if aznan be outwardly holy but not with- 
\in, heisnot fanéctifyed, no more then the painted Se- 
| pulchres of the proud. Pharifees,; if any man fay his 
heart isgood, chough he makesi1o fhew in hislite, he 
‘| fpeaks notthe cruth, if the Apoltle may be beleeved, 

i [ehn1.6. jor Sanctification is a renewall of ‘the 
whole man, within and withour; it is not for aman 
to have his teethahite, and his rongue tipt, and: his 
nailes pared ; No,no, the Lord makes all neyy where 
hecomes,.... pee ! 

2 Jt isa renewall unto the Imageof God,or of God 
in Chrift; anunfanctified man may be after afort 
renewed in the whole maan,his outward conyeriation 
may be fair,hisminde may be enlightned, his heart 
i: A 43 Singh may 
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imay tafte of the heavenly gift, 8c, Heb. 6.4.5. hee) }} 
‘may have a form of godlinef[e, 2 T1m.3.5» hee may | || 

have {trong refolutions within him unto godlineffes} | 

Deut.5. 29. and hence with the five foolith Virgins] |] 
. | omay be received into the fellawfhip of the wile, and} |} 

{notdifcerned of them neither, till the gate is hut; buc } |} 
they are never renewed in their whole man after the |}| 
Lmage of Ged: i, they do'not know things, and judge |} 
ofthem as God doth, they doe notlove and will holi- }}} 

nefle and the meansthereto, as God doth: they hate }| | 
not fin, as God doth; they do not delight in the whole} |} 

Law ofGod, it isnot, writin their hearts,and hence } || 
they love it not as God doth 3 ahd this isthe cut of the} 

thread berweena fanctifted & unfanétified Spirit;} 
by fangtificdtion a man js renewed unto Gods I-} 

mage,onec loft, but here again reftered > Eph. 4,24. | 
foh, 1.16, we receive from’ Chrift grace for grace,as | | 
the {eale on the wax kathcittle for tittle, tothat inthe | | 
feale it felfe, wee are changed into the fame Jmageof] 
Chnilt by beholding him, inthe glafle ofthe Golpel;} | 
by Fah; 2Cor.3.18.°1 delight inthe caw of Goal | 
in my inv ardman, Ro. 7.2 3.and hencea Chriftian | | 
by the life of fanctifteation, lives like unto God; at} | 
leaft hath a holy difpofition & inclination (the habits| | 
of holinéffe) fo todo; Gal.2,19, Ll#veuntoGed,he} | 
calleth us from darkuelfe wo his marvellous light,| 
that we might thew forth his vertues; and chat this 
istrue fanCtitication, may thus appear; becaufe our} | 
fan¢tification is oppofed to our original! corruption, 
asour jultification to our original & contra Ged guile 
of fin : now as originall corruption is the defacing off | 

Gods Imageby contrary difpofitions to fintulnes, fo} | 

our fan Ctification can be nothing elfe butthe remoy | 
| alf ofthis pollution, by the contrary habitsand difpo-| . 
fitions he like unto God again: our fanctification 
‘jis to be holy, Levét, 20.7, our holineffe hath no other | | 
‘primary parterne but Gods holinefle ,  fothat onrt 


Ml} be that holinefs which is derived untoustrom Chriit, 


Il) fhould be no difference betweeen Chrift out righte. 
: | oufneffe and fanctify cation, ifthat holineffe which is 
Na\ in Chrift fhould be Gath unto us, Hence alfo San- 
| Gtifycation is not the immediate operation of the 
| Spiric uponus, without created habits of grace abid- 


i | mightily affected him for a time, but left him as de- 
| fticute of any grace or change of hisnature aseA thffe 
Hl | hered-on; No, no, itrenews you unto the Imageo 


| 
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: our fanctification is nottherighteoufneffe & holinefs | 


lis 


inasit isinherent in Chrift, torthat isthe mater of 
our juftification , and therefore fanctification mutt 


whereby we are made like unto him; and thus Chrift 
| js made axtléfication uxtows, 1Cor,t.30+ There 


i 


inginus, asthe {piric thatcame upon:Balaam, and 


God himfelf, ifyoubetruly fanctifyed. And there- 
fore ler all thofe dreams of the Familifts, (denying all 
inherent graces, bur onely thofe which are in Chrift, 
to bein the Saints) lecthem vanifh and perifh from 
under the funne, and the good Lord reduce allfuch 
| who in fimplieity are mil-led from this blefled truth 
| of Ged. I will notnow cneet into that depth concer- 
ning the means of our fanctifieation, in mortificati- 
| on by Chrifts death & vivifycation by the refurrecti- 
onofChrift: this may fuffice for explication. of the 
nature of it, Oncly fee and for ever prize this pri- 
viledge, all you bleffed foules, whom the Lord bath 
ju Mifyed ; thou haftmany fad complaints, what isit 
to mevif I be juftifyed in Chriftjand befaved atlaft 
by Chrift, and myy heartremain allthis while unholy 
& vyn‘ubdued unto the willof Chrift ; that he fhould 
comfortme;and my holy heart be alway grieving of 
-\ham, whar though the Lord faye me from mifery, 
-Pburfaves me not from my fin, Oh.copfider this be- 
nefit, Itistruc, thou finde #.a wofull, fin full naxure 
within chee,crofic iti iy unto hoknes,& eading 

: : Lace 
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\thee daily in captivity ; yet remember the Lord hath {f 
jiven thee another nature, a new nature cere ie 
omthing elfe within thee, which makes thee wraftle | 


- jagainft fin; 8 {halin time prevailoyer allfin,AZat || 


ieee unto him; butis this any evidence that wee dee}, 


12.30. this is theLords grace fan ctifying of thee, Oh [] 
be thankfull that the Lord hath. not left thee whoily }} 
corrupt, but bath begun to glorifie himfeltin chee, & jj 


to blefie thee, in turning thee from thine iniquities, , | 
~ 4, By this how halt a moft fweetand comfortable}! 
evidence of thy juftifycation and favour with God;}| 
he thacdenyes this, muft (whatever diftinctions hee}) 


| hach) abolifh many places of Scripture, efpecially |! 


the Epiftles of James and John, who had to do with} 
fome fpirits,that pretended faith and unjon to Chrift, |, 
and communion with him,and folongas it was thus, | 
this was evidence fuflicienttothem of their juftity ed: 
eftates, What faith James ?, Thou fayt tho ha/t})) 
faith, fhew # me then; prove it for my part, faich he: |} 
Le prove Gy the blefled fruits and works which How |) 
from it,as_ Abraham manifefted his, Jam.2,18,22.]) 
What faith John? You talke (faithhe) of fellom/hip 1 
and communiouwith C brift, and-yet fac habinelle : 
is therein your heartsor lives; 4f Jou fay you have} 
fellow|hip with him, andwalke indarkenelfe, we i 
and doe not the truth 5 but if youwalke in the light, 
thenalthough your holineffe,and confeffien,and.dai- 
ly repentance for fin dothnot wath away fin, yerthe 
blood of Chrift doth waf us,1 Loh. 1.607. Againe, 
you fay youkwow Chri/t,and.the loyeand good wil i 
of Chri toward you,& that he isthe propitiation fc it 
your fins s how do you know this? faith he : Hethat 
| (atch, I know hing, co keep n9t his commandements, 
isa lyar,t [oh.2.4, True,might ome reply,he that 
keeps notthe commands of Chrift,bath therby a dure 
evidence that he knows him not, 8 thar heis not uni-(‘ 


/ 


a 
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ene him, and that we are united to hin, if wee doe 
likeep his cormmandements? yes yerily, faith the Apo- 
litle, Lereby we kuow that weknow bins » of we keepe 
[be comsmaudements, ver, 3,aindagainver.5, Here- 
14) know wethatwe arein him, What canbe more 
iiplain 2 Whata vanity isthisto fay that thisis rurming 
Hiepona covenant of works’? Ts not fanctification the 
writing ofthe law in ow hearts, a {peciall benefit of 
che Covenant of grate aswell as jultification? Heb, 

148, 10,12. and can the evidencing then of one benefit 
Hof {uch a covenant by another, bea running uponthe 
coyenarit of works? is ita truth contained in tHe cove- 
Hinant of grace, vzz. that he thae is juftified is alfo fan- 
tified, & be that is fanctified is alfo juftified ? And 
is itan error againtt grace to fee this truth, thathee 
that is fan Ctified is certainly juftified; and that there- 
fore he that knows him(eltfanctified,may alfo know 
thereby that hee is juftified ? Tell me how will you 
i. know that you are juftified 2 Youwill fay’, by the 
‘IM teftimony ofthe Spitic; *and cannot the fame Spirit 
il fhineupon your graces;& witneffe chat you are fan- 
| i etified ag well? ‘1 Johw 4.13.24, 1 Cor,2, 12; Can 
4 


i 
i 
] 


the Spitit make the one clear to you,& notthe other? 
Il Oh beloved it’sa fad thing tohear fuch queftions and 
i}} ‘uch cold anfwersalfo, that fan ification poffibly 
ii may beanevidence ; miay be'? isnot certain ? Afla- 
| tedly so deny icis as bad as to affirm that Geds own 
| promifes of favourare true éviderices thereof, 8 con- 
Hii tequently,chacthey are lies 8 uneruths ; for fearch the 
J} Scriptures8& confiderfadly,how many Evatigelicall 
[ll promifesare made untofeveral graces, 7.2. unto fuch 
Ail perfons asate invefted withthem;¥ou may énly take 
[il arafteftom A4arrh, 5.3.4,&c, where our Saviour 

1] (who wasnotegall preacher ) pronounceth,&&. con te- 
Hi] quently evidenceth bleffednes by eight or nine pro- 
tnifes, exprefly made to fuch perions ashadinherent 


| graces of poverty, mourmin meeknefle,&c.  there/ 
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there mentioned ; the Lord: J eftis leaving thofe preci-|| 
ous Legacies of his promifes unto his children thatare| 
called by thofe namesof MMourner Sy poore ti [pert q 
{pve én heart ec. that foevery one may take, & be}} 
a{fured of his portion manifefted particularly there=|] 
in: that | many times wender hogy ic comes to pale ' 
that this fo plain and ancient principle of Gatechifin¢), 
(torfo it was among the Waldenfes many 100. yeets|| 
tince } grounded on fo many pregnant Soriptures, | 
fhouldcome to be fo much as queftioned in our days;|| 
fometimes, I-thinke it arifeth from fome wretched), 
lufts men have a mindeto live quietly ins defirous ta} 
keepetheir peace, and yet. unwilling to forfake their} | 
lufts ; and hence they exclude this witnefle of water, |} 
the witnefle of fanctificationto teftifie in.the Court} | 
of con{cience, whether they are beloved of sed and | 
fincere hearted ot no, becaufe this isa full witneffe a-| | 
ga inftchem,and tellsthem to their faces; that there 151)| 
no peace tothe wicked,l{a.57. ult. Deut.29,%9.204),| 
& that they have nothing to dototake Gods name in | 
their lips that fecretly hate.to be reformed,P£,50,16} | 
In othersJ ehink it dothnot arife from want of grace,}.} 
but becaule the Spirit of grace & fanctificatien: runs})| 
very low in them ; cis folittle chacthey can{eatce fee}; 
itby che help of {pectacles; orifthey do, they doubr} | 
continually ofthe truth of it.and hence becaufe itcan} | 
{peak little, and chat little very darkly and, obfcurely | 
or them; -they have no great mid that it fhould bee}; 
| brought inasany witneffeforthem. Ocherg think} 
may have much grace & holincfle,yet fora time caft}; 
it by as an evidence unto them, becaufe they. have ex-| | 
perience how dificult &:troublefome icis.cofind this} ; 
evidence; and whentisfound, how troublefome to} , 
read it,and keepe it fair; and.thereby. have conftant | 
peace and quietneffe ; and hence arife thofe{peeches, | 
Why doyou look to your fan ¢tification,a blotred e-| 
2h SIA, PRINS e904 videncep 5 
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idence ? you may hayeit today, and lofe it <6 mor- 
| | ow, ard then where is your peace? and I do beleeve 
be LORD deprives many of his precious SAINTS 
com the comfort of this evidence; either becaufe 
Whey look onely to this, and not unto Chrift,and their 
Wl uftificacion by faith, Xo,5.1, 08 elfe becaufe there 
Ms {ome fecret lutt or guile of {pirit, Pfa/, 32.1. 2. 
fivhichth:Lord by fore and long fhakings about their 
ieall and fanctification, would firlt winnow out, or 
Wpecaufe chere is a peryerfe frowardneffe of {pirit, 
Wwhereby becaufe they feel not that meafure of fanct- 
Hi cation which they would, do therefore vilify and fo 
ii-ometodeny what indeed they have ; becaufe they 
Wifzel a law of fininthetr members, leading them a- 
Wray capteve : will not,with Pax, take notice of the 
law ot their minds, whereby that sner moan delights 
Win the Law of God, & mourns bitcerly szder the b0- 
dy of death, by which they might fee with Pavé,that 
Wathercis x0 condensnationx to uch, Rom,8.1, To cons 
clude, what ever is the caufe of this crookednefle of 
judgement, I doe beleeve that the general caufe is, 


ofthe Scriptures inthis controverfie : for if this was 
{toodunto, men would not produce their owne ex- 
i} perience, viz, that they would never finde any evi- 
dence from fancétification, but they haye mec with it 
in another way,by the immediate witnefs of the Spi- 
it onely ; nor would men cry it down, becautc grace 
HW being mixt with fo much cofruption,it can hardly be 
difcerned, and fo will be alway left in doubts, and 
dhac the heart is deceicfull, and many that haye ¢evi- 
denced their eftates hereby, have beene deceived: I 
confeffe thusthe Popifh Doctors argucagainftafu- 
| cance of faith from the Scriptures wichout {peciall 
Bi andextraordinary Revelation ; but what is-all this 


| 


to the purpote if the Scriptures make ic an evidence? 


| 
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be judge, or the Scriptures rather? what though mar)t 
ny judging of themfelves by marksand figneshaye | 
beene deceived ; yet ifthe Scripture make it aneyir{ 
dence, (as we have proved )then,though menthrough)) 
|cheir own weaknetie or wickedneffe have beenede- 
ceived in mifapplying promifes; yet the Scriptures|| 
cannotdeceive you : Whatccthough jt be difficult co} 
_ | difcerne Chrifts grace inus ? yet if the Scriprires wil | 
{haveus try dur eftates by iat tule, which init felfe is}; 
eafie, butto our blindnefie and weaknefle, difficult); 
many times to fee; who fhall, who dares condemne \y 
the holy Scriptures? which as they fhall judgeus ath, 
the laft day, thould judge us now. Suppofe chat dis {i 
verfe books,and many Minifters fometines give falfe 
fignes of grace and Gods fayour, yet doth the Scrip-}j 
curesgive any ? I {hall propofe one thing to confci- {} 
ence, as the conclufion of this difcourfe : _Suppofe}; 
chon wert new lying upon thy death-bed, comfort-}j; 
ing thy felfe in thy elected and jultifiedeftate; fup-1, 
pote the Spirit of God fhould now grapple with chy })) 
confcience, and tell thee, if thou art i#/fefied, then}, 
thon art called and fantltfied, 2 Thef}2.13,14. Isit}i| 
chus with thee 2 what wile thou anfwer ? ifthou fay{t},) 
chow artnot fanctified , the Word & Spiric will bear]},) 
witnefle thenagainft thee, and fay, then chou art not},) 
ele&ted not juttified ; if thou fay ft chou knoweft not, }}| 
thou lookett not to fantification,or fruits ofthe Spi- 
rit,they will then reply [How then canft thou fay thar}; 
 thowart elected or juftified? for it isa truth as cleare}, 
asthe Sun, and as immovable as heayen and earth ; 
None are elected gr jujtejied,but they ate allo fanttz= |) 
fied, and they that are not faxétified are not puftified, |. 
| Rom, 8.1.13. And now teli me,bowcan you haye}, 
peace,unlefs you make your faces like flint before the } | 
face of Gods eternal cruth,or heal your con{cience by }, 
fucha plaifteras willnot {tick 2 if therefore the Lord | ; 
| | * eee 
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Hever made fin bitter tothee, let holinefle be {weet ; if 
Wicontinuance in fin hath been an evidence unto thee of 
Hkhy condemnation, Oblectheriches of the grace of 
i Chrift ia redeeming thee from the lamentable bon- 
Sidage & power of finne, bean evidence tothee of thy 
Pifalyation Oh bleffe God for any little meafure of 
Bianctification; doe not{cornor fecretly defpilethis 
Bi piritof grace , as many in this degenerate age begin 
ko do, faying, You look tograces & fruits, & marks, 
fland figns,and a holy frame of heart & fanctification; 
Biwhatis your fanctification ? Oh let it be the more 
| | preciousro thee, mourning that thou haft {o little,and 
Hl pic fling the God & Father ofall grace for what little 
Bichou haft, wearing itasa bracelet of gold about thy 
Miocck, knowing hereby thou art borz of God, and that 
: | the whole werld lieth in wickedneffe,and {hal perifh 
Mi without this, t/04. 5.18.19, 2 Thisis your glo- 
‘yy and beauty, thisis glerfication begun ; what grea- 
Pi cer glory then to be ike unto Ged ? to be like unto 
Bi God isto be nextro God : and therefore this is called 
BY clory, 2Cov.3.18, we are changed intothe fame I- 
| IN n2age fromgloryto glory. Every degree of grace is 
: 
: 


glory, and the pericction of glory in heaven coniifts 
chietly in the perfection of grace ; what is the worke 
O41 of fome menat this day but to caft reproach upon 
fan@ification our glory ? 3, This will give you a- 
bundance of fweer peace,and therefore, Heb, 2.11. 
je iscalled the gudet frast of réghteoufne/s ; for from 
BH} whence comes the fore troubles & continualldoubts 
4} of Gods favour in many menscon{ciences ? Is it net 
fome decay or guile here 2P//3 2.1.2. Is itnotfome 
boldnefs to fin; that they walk not infear 8c therfore 
not inthe confolation ofthe holy Ghoft? Ts it not their 
{ecret dalliarice with fome known fin, continued in 
pb} with fecret impenizency? is it not becaufe they labour 
with fome ftrong unmort ified corruption, pride, or 
| pasfia 
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pasfions, that they are in daily pangs and threwes of || 
conteience for ? Pf. 32.1.2.3.4. what wasthe rejoy- {| 
cing of Paul 2 was itnotthat ez ab fiacerity. cr fime }) 
plicity he had his conver{ation among men2 Cori 1. | 
12, What was Hezekzahs peace when dying as hee ||| 
thought? wasitnotthis ; Lord remember I have ||| 
walked beforethee uprightly ? Lfa.38.2. 3. netthat || 
{this was the ground of their peace, for that only is free} 
grace in Chrift, bucthisisthe meanes of your peace, ||| 
Loh, 14.2 2,23. ivs acurfed peace whichis kept by ||| 
looking to Chrilt, yetloving thy luft, cae || 
4. This isthat which will make you fit for Gods | | 
ufe, 27¢m,2,20,31, a filthy uncleane yellell isgood | || 
for nothing ull cleanfed; God will not delight to] 
glorifie himfelfe much by an untanctityed perion ;})| 
what is thy wife, children, friewds, family, the better | 
for thee, ifthy heartremainunfanétifyed? sf 
| 5. A little holinefie is eminently all, fpringing up] 
roeternall life; this licele fpring {hall never ceate run-f | 
ning, bu ic {hall fill Heaven it felfe, and chy foul in itt | 
wich abundance ot glory, /e4.4.14, 8 7,38. You! 
Jdefpife ic becanfe ic is but little ; I tell you this little is}, 
eminently all,and contains as much as fhall.be pow- | || 
rcd out by theeto longas Godis God: Tistrue, thou | ,| 
fav (tits weak,and oftfoyled, & givesthee natcom- |} 
pleat power and victory over all fin, yet knowthaty 
this {hall (like the houfe of David) grow fironger @ | 
Aroxgerjand icthall at laft prevaile,and che Lord will , 
not break theethough thot art bruifed by fin daily, | 
unl] judgement come to victory ; andthe Prince of} ; 
this world be judged, and thy foule perfected in the} , 
day of the Lord Jelus. . dP | 
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Ml | Gre it might be fpecially obleryed; and I place it af- 
Hl Icer our fanctification, becaufe of Davids {peech; 1f 
WL vegard iniquity in my heart , the Lordwshl nov 
WI \Aeare my prayer,P fa,66;18.and that of the Apoftle, 
Wh | Loh 3.22, We beleeve what ever we aske we Ve~ 
lceeve, becanfe we ke ep bis commeandements, and doe 
Wh lthofethings which are pleafing in hes fight. As the 
Lord hath refpeét co the prayers of his people , not 
lonly inregard oftheir juttification, butin fome fenle 
‘lin regard of their fanctificationalfo ; a juftified per- 
}} |fon polluted with fome perfonail or common fins of 
the tmes,may want thataudience and acceprance of 
Wl his prayers arn now {peaking of That God will 
|heare all the petitions of his people, can there be a 
lgreater priviledge then this ? yet this our Saviour af- 
firmstwice together, becaute itis fo great a promife, 
Ithat we canhardly beleeve it,/o4.14,1 3314. What 
MM foever you aske the Father in my name, that wall 
jdoe, mark thé {cope of the words, our Saviour had 
| promifedsthet he that beleeves in me [hal doe greater 
workes then I have done : now becaulethis might 
| feem ftrangeand impoffible,he Lord inthofe verfes 
telsthem how, for (faith he) Whatfoever you aske in 
| my name I will doe for you, willdoe indeed all that 
Jisto-be done, but yet, it {hall bee by meanes of your 
prayers; Chriftdid great workes when he was upon 
| the earth, but for him to doe whatever 4 poor finfull 
By creature thal defire himn to doc,what greater work of 
4} wonder canthere be then this? Thies our confidence 
} (faith the Apoftle) that what ever we ask according 
‘to hes will, he heareth us, 1 Loh, 5.15. The ereatelt 
queftion here willbe, whatare thofe prayersthe Lord 
i} Jedis wil hear 2 I confefs many things are excellently 
| fpoken thisway, yetI conceive the meaning of this 
b} great Charter is fully expreft in thofe words, J my 
name. \fthey be prayersinChrifts name,they shal be 
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—, 1, To pray in Chrilts name, isto pray with rely-' 
Pare lance upon the grace, tayour, and worthinefle of the | 
Mic, 4, merits of Chriit, chus this phrafe is uled, towalke 47 | || 
Ss the name of thear God, isin confidence of the autho-| | 
: ‘rity, and excelleacy, and fayour of their Gods, that} || 
they will bearethemoutin it; fo to pray in Chrifts | |! 
name, isco pray for Chriftsfakethus, Ephef; 2.18.1 |) 
through him (2, through hisdeath & fanctilycation } || 
refted upon) Wee have acceffe with confidence unto | 
the Father, Eph,3.12,lawhom we have boldneffe, | 
and acceffe with confidence, by the Faith of hens, \|\ 
There are three evills chac commonly attend our pra- ||| 
ycrs, when wefee God indeed, 1, Shameand flighe 
from God, the Apoftle faith therefore, that dy Fath \ | 
| Chrift we have accefs, 2. If wee doe accede and 
draw near to him, there isa fecret fear & ftraitnes of 
{pirit to openall our minds; therefore faith he, wee || 
have boldnefs, che word fignifies liberty of {peech to | | 
-|openall our minds wirhout fearor difcouragemenr, | | 
3. After we have thus drawn near, & opened allour| | 
defires & moanes before God, we haye many doubis 
viz, willthe Lord hear fuchafinner, and fuch weak, | | 
and imperfeét,and finfull prayers ? and therefore he | | 
allo affirms, chat we have confidence & affurance of || 
being heard ; butallthisis by faithin him + for look || 
.|as Chrift hath purchafed ali bleffing for us by his'| | 
death, & hence makes his interceflion forthofe things | | 
daily according to our need ¢ So we are much more! | 
core{t upon, & make that fatisfa ction, the ground of, | 
our interceffion; becaufe Chrifts blood purchafed | | 
this, therefore O Lord grantthis, 2, To pray in his|| 
name, isto pray from his command,é& according to |, 
his will; as when we fend another inour name; we | 
| wifh himcofaythus, Tell himthatI defire fuch a |) 
‘Deut. {thing of him,and that J ne you ; fo it isherejand thus | 
78 18, | the phralefignifies: / b { einmy Faq. 
118, | :Lob.§ 43.1 am come tn my Fas 
19+ \thers name,t, By chisauthority & command, To'| 
eda tis 2 AN shiek Stones 
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-| Topray in Chrifts name therefore,is to pray accor- 


| |phet inthe name of a Prophet,i. for thisend and reas 


‘|ftersufe :So when we pray for Chrifts fake, 7, for his 


H] | our utmoftend, arifeth from a {peciall, peculiar, {u- 
| pernaturall prefénce of the Spirit of life : and confe- 
| quently a Spirit of prayer whichisever heard. And 
Thenceyou fhall obferve, the leaft groan for Chrifts 


| Spirit, becaufe iris an a @ of fpiricuall life,the ferma- 
}ends,becaufe then he fhould crufh Chrifts gloryzand 


| therfore let a Chriftian obferye,when he would have 
| \any thing of God that concerns him(elf,not to be fal- 
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ding co the will of Chrift,and from the will of Chrift; 
when wee take thofe wordes the Lord puts into our 
mouthes, Hof'14.1.2.3. and defire thofe things only 
thatthe Lord commands to feeke, whether ab{olute- 
ly or Conditionally ; according to hus wri revealed; 
and with fubmisfonto his willconcealed : 1 Lohx 5, 
14.what ever we ask according tohis will,he hears 
#5; Pla.27.8, Rom, 8, 26, ltyouaske any thing not 
acording to Gods will,you'come inyour own name, 
he fenc you not with any fuch meffage to the Father. 
3. Yo pray in his naine, isto pray for hisends; for 
the fake and ufe of Chrift, and glory of Chrift ; tuhs 
the phrafe isuled, AZat. 10.41.42, Toreccéve a Pro- 


fon, becaufe he isa Prophet- A fervant comes in his 
Matters na metoaske fomething of another, when 
he comes, as from hiscommand ;o alfe for his Ma- 


ends, not our own; thefeever prevail, /a7,4.3. You 
aske and have not, becaule you aske amilfe, to [pend 
it on jour lufts 5 [oh.12.2'7.28, Pfa.145.18, this ts 
to aske intruth,to act for a {pirituall end ; to make it 


ends is ever heard; ' becaufe ir is the groaning of the 


lity of which confiftsin this, that itisfor God : Gal. 2, 
19. the Lord cannot deny what we pray for Chrifts 


licttous fo much for the thing, as to gaine favour and 


neareneffe to God,& a heart fubject unto Godina 
Se | humble 
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humble contentedneffe, to be denyedas wellas te be | 
heard, and he shall undoubtedly find thething itfelf;] || 
_| aluft is properly fuch adefire (though for lawfuli| || 
| things)wherein a man muit haye thething becaufe it 
pleafech him,as when Rachel asked for children;the | 
inufthaye them, elfe fhe mult needs dye : Give us| | 
| water that we may drink wastheir bruicith cry,Ew-| | 
~ | ed,17,1«2, northat we may liye cohim that givesit: | |) 
holy prayers or defires (oppofed unto lufts) are fuch| | 
defiresof the foul, left with God, with fubmiffion to } 
his will,as may beft pleafehim : now the Lord will 
heare the defires indeed of allthat feare him, but not} || 
fulfill cheirlufts. Thele three are the cflential proper |_| 
tics of {uch prayer asis heard, or if you will, of thac] 
whichis properly ep piritually prayer ¢fervency,and 
aflurance,&c, are éxcellent ingredients; but yet the 
Lord may hear prayer withoutthem ; it istrue, the | | 
/Lordmay fometimesnotheare us prefently, forour| | 
praying time is our {owing time, we muft notlooke. 
preiently forthe harvelt. The Lord heares the prayer | | 
ofthe deffitute, Pf. 302.17. the original word 1s, of | | 
the/hrub, or waked place of the defert,which the Pro- 
phet faith, er.17.63 fees xo good whew gooacomes,} | 
yet{uchas feelsthemfelyesfuch , the Lord doth re-} 
garathem,and willhavea time toanfwer them sand f | 
though the Lord may not give us the thing wee pray] 
for, nor asgood 2 thing ofthe faine kind, yet he ever} | 
givesustheend of our prayers; he that isatSea and] || 
wants {tiffe winds to carry him to his port, yet hach}.) 
no caufe to complain, if che Lord fecretly carrieshim} | 
in by a {trong current ofthe Sea it felfe ; and it iscere| | 
taine atche endof all Godsdealing with you, you} | 
shai chen fee how the Eord hath not failedto antwet 
you many one particular, Jof23,.14.. Ohtherefore} | 
(ceand be perfwaded cf this your priviledge, that} | 
God wiil now hear every prayer, many make aa 
Ai ae tony 
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ftion, How may we know whcen the Lord grants oui 
any bleffing as an anfwer to prayer ? many things 


| are faid to this purpofe; but the fimplicity and plain- 


nefle of the anfwer lyes inthis, v2. if it be aprayer, 
God hears it; if it be pucup in Chrifts name, itisthen 


‘a prayer :andthat you may belesve this,and gloryin 


a 


this, confider thefe reafons, to confirme thistruth, 
Fromthe promite of Chrift asin this place,/oh.14, 
1 3.14, which wasa promile in {pecial to be accom- 
plished when he came to his kingdome ; and there- 
fore,though itis true, Gods grace is free, & therefore 
you think the Lord may as well refule to heare you, 
as heare; yet confiderthat by his promifle, hee hath 
bound himfelfe to heare, From the Fatherly difpo- 


| Hfition thacisin God, John 16.26.27. andhence hee 
| Joves us, and hence cannot but heare us,” 


Beeaufe all prayers put up in Chrifts name, Chrift 
makes intercesfion tnatthey may beheard ; Heb. 7. 
2.5.he hathlaid down his blood, that allour prayers 


| might beheard, (as wee have proved) and indeed, 


henee arifeth the infinite efficacy of prayer, becaufe 
yt is builcupon chat which isinfinitely and eternally 
worthy, . Becaufe’all prayeis of the faithfulj arife 
from the Spirit of prayer, Rim,8,2.6,becaute as that 
which is for the fleth,is of the Heth ; to chat whichis 
for the Spirit or for the fake of Chrilt ; for fpirituall 


| ends, ts ever of the Spirit, Zohn 7.18, 


Becaufe of the glory of Chrift, that the Father 
may beglorificdinthe Sonne : Cannot Chrift be 
glorified unteffe he heare all prayers 2? yes hee could, 
bur yet his will is to reveale his glory by this means 5 
fo that though thou and thy prayers be vile, and 


therefore deferveft noacceptance, oranlWwer, yet re- 


member that his glory is deare; it Is the glory of: 
Kingsto heare fome requefts and petitions, but they 


cannot heare noran{wer al]; icisthe glory at Chrit 
to 
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ofthis, how {hould your Joy then. be full; how fhould 
you then delight to be oft 


was ground of his. confidence, vz, that what ever 


diffidence,that what eyerLaske according to Chrilts 
will, hehearesme not » butohrecover a fuch a} 
diftruftfull frame, and from all dead-heartedneffe in} 
thisduty wsthall, left the Lord fend task-mafters and 
double our bricks,and:then we groan,and figh & cry 
and learn to pray chat way,that willnot pray nor b:= 
leevenow, Ifthe Lord will but give us hearts, affure 
edly you might not only rule your felyes &families,} 
but by the power of prayer pull downe, and raife up) 
Kingdomes, difpofe of the greateftaffaires of the 
Church, nay of the warld, you might hereby -worke] 


isovercome by prayer, Hof-1 2AcSave 


Sixthly, Gloréfication, 


and youall know isthe laft thing inthe execution of 


chofen ones; whom he hath 
/fified, them he hath alfo lorified, Rom, 8,30, here- 
by we are made perfe@t in holinefle, no more fiane 


+See 


ww 


e . a 


thal ftirre in uss perfect alfo in happineffes no more} 
teares, nor forrewes, nor temptations, nor fears {hall 
ever moleftus; Heb, 12,13, Revels 14.13, and all] 

| et this}. 


‘to heareall, becaufehe is able, without the leaft dif a | 
honour to himfelfe thusto doe, , Oh bee perfwaded el 


with him, how would you} — 
then encourage allo come unto him,how.would you| - |} 
then be con{trained to doeany thing for him, whois) ~ 
ready to doe all for you ? but oh, woeunto our unbe-|, — 
leefe,for that which(the Apoftle faith, £ Job, 5.1 4.)) | 


we ask accor ding to his willbe hears us;isno ground) — 
tous, & ve may fay,and mourn tothink,thisis‘our| — 


wonders, by means of him who ruling all things yee] 
SEG T 2: V7; aplasia | 


This is the fixth and laft priviledge and benefic) | 


Gods eternall purpofe toward all his beloved and} : 
predeftinated,calledju-| | 


“ ———,- 
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| ROSS Ass Ags tli atl toate ex res SR 
this (halbe in our immediate communion with God 


in Chrift, Col.1.18, Loh. 17.23.24, 6 [hall be then 

| faith Pawl for ever withthe Lora: if che Lord would 
but open our eyes, and give us one glimpfe of this, 
-_Jwhat manner of perfons {hould we be ? how fhould 
[we then live? how willingly then fhould we embrace 
‘| faggotsand flames, prifonsand penury ? the light af- 
| flictions here, would not they work for us glory? nay | 
| the Apoftle ufeth fucha phrafe which I beleeve may 
| pofe the moft curious oratour in the world to expres 
‘| tothe life of it, am exceeding weight of glory, 2Cor. 
| 4.17. Whatis our life now but a continuall dying, 

I | carrying daily about us thac which 1s mote bitcer then 
By | athoufand deaths ; what faith the Apoftle , You are 
| dead, yet when Chrift (hallappear, jou [hall appeare 

| with bim en glory sthe general fecurity of thefe times 

I | foreeold by Chiift (elpecially when Churches be- 

| come Virgins, and people are feeking after purity of 

1 | Ordinances) it {hall not be ina wantof watchful- 
} | nefle againft the prefentcorruptions of the Limes, as 
1 | ina careleffe want of expe Cation ofthe comming of 
Chrift in glory, not having ovr loyns girt, and lamps 
| Gurning, nor readinefle to meet the Lord in glory, 
| Alat.25.%.2.3+4.5, &c. Oh that I were able there- 


I | foretogive youa bluth anda dark view of this gio- 


} | ry, chac might raife up our hearts to this work, 
| Confider the glory ofthe place : the J ewes did and} 
I | doedreame ftill ofan earthly Kingdom, at the com- 
Hing oftheir Ades fiah;the Lord dafheth chofe-dreams, 
landtelsthem Hes King donee zs not of thts worldand 
Tchathe went away to prepare a place for them, that 
| where be és, they might be, toh.t 4.2.3. and be with 
Vim to fee his glory; lohn 17.2 3- 24. the place {hall 
hethe third heaven, called onr Fathers houfe ; buile 
} |by his ownhand with moft exquilice wifdom, fic for 
} | fo greata Ged toappearin his glory (Loh, 14.2.3.) 
hg ida) 
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toall his dear children ; called allo a Kingdom, Adate | 
25.31. Come ye blefjedinkerit the Kengdome pre=|. \\' 
‘pared for you, whichis thetop of all che worldly ex-| 
cellency,called alo a7 éaher tt ance, Pet,1.3. which| 
the holy Apoftle infinitely bleffech God for as being} |i 
our own and freely given tous, being our Fathers in-| |) 
hericance divided among his Sons, whichisa greater} | 
priviledge thento be borne anheire to all the richeft} 51 
-nheritance on thisearth, orto be Lord of all this vi-| — }) 
fible world; for this inhericance he tels us is, 1, 27=) > 
cor ruptible, whereas all this world waxeth oldasa\ | 
garment :2, Tis Andefiled,never yetpolluted witha-| 
any fin, no not by the Angels that fell, forthey fein} — | 
paradife,when Guardiansto man,wheras thes whole} 
es under burden and bondage of corruption,\ | 
om. 8, wae 1G, . r 
3. This xever fadeth away; tisnot like flowers,| | 
whole glory and beauty foom wither, buethis {hal be] || 
moft plea fant, fweet,and cvet delightfome; after we}. || 
haye beenten thoufand yearsinit, as it was the firft} || 
day we entered into ir, (forthis is the meaning of the} |) 
word, and fo it differs trom évcorruptible) whereas} . :| 
in this world({uppofe a man fhould ever enjoy it,yet)} _ || 
there gtowes a {ecret fatiety and fulnefleupon our} 
hearts, and it grows common, & bleffings ofgreateft| 
price are not fo fweet,as thefirft time we enjoy them;| 
they clog the ftomach, and glutthe foul: but here our} 
eyes, cars, minds, hearts fhall be ever rayifhed with 
that admirable glory which fhines brighter then ten} 
houfand Suns, the very fabrick of it being Gods nee- 
dle-work,(ifI aay fo fay) quilted with variety of all 
Howersin divers colours, by the exacteft art of God 
hinafelf,1s the A poftle intimates, Heb,1 1.10, ; 
Secondly, confider ofthe glory of the bodies of the} _ 
Saints in this place; the Lord {hal change out vile b0¢| 
dies which are butasdirtupon our wings,&clogsat| ~ 
Ouri | 
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our fect,asthe Apdftle expreflech it, Phil.3.#lt. Paul 
was inthe third heayen,& faw the glory doubrleffe of 
fome there,fee whathe faith ofthem, 1 Cor, 15. 42. 
43.44. It {hall be an incorruptible body,it {hall 
never dye, norret againe , no notin the leaft degree 
tending that way, it fhalnever grow weary, (as now 
tis by hardlabour,and fornctime by holy duties) nor} 
faint,nor grow wrinckled and withered, Adams bo- 
dy in innocency permit non mori, we fay truly ; bur 
this #07 pote/t mort, it cannot dye ° and hence it is, 
that there fhall be no more ficknefle, paines, gtiets, 
faintings, fits,8¢c. when itcomesthere. 
2st (hall bea glo dows body, it {hall vifein honour, 

py faith Paul; and whatelory fall ir have? verily icfhal 
I be ike unto Chrifts glorious body,Phil.z ul. which 
BI) when Paul faw, Aéts 9. did {hive brighter thent he 
Sun: andtheretore here {hall be noinyperfection of 
| limbs,fcars,or maimes, natu ral or accidentalldefor- 
\ mities; butas the third heaven it felfe is moft lighr- 
\fome, Gen..1,.1,2, 16 their bodies that inhabits chat bd 
| fhall exceed-the hight and glory thereof, thefe being 7 
1 more compacted, and thence {hining out in greater } : 
luftre, that the eyes ofall beholders fhall be infinitely 
ravifhed to fee uch clods ofearth asnow we are, ad~ 


ee 


vanced to fuchincomparable beauty & amiablenels ! 
of heavenly glory. 3, It fhallbe a powerfull, frrong | A] 
body; It a fawne in weaknelfe faith Paul; it {hak ie 
rife in power ; it {hall beable to help forward the di- p 
ID) vine operationsof the foul, which are now cloge’d by : 
‘a feeble body; it fhall be able to beare the weight of : 
| glory,the joy un!peakable,& futlof glory, which our 
weake bodies cannotlongendurehere, but we begin i 
to burft & break in pieces (like veflels full of ftrong} 


fpirits) with the weight & working ofthem; 8 ther- 
forethe Lord in mercy keepes us fhort now of what 
elfe we fhould fee! ; it fhal be able to fing Hallelua- 
| Wiidaae and give Vv honour | 


ad 


AG i z = . a 
’ * fe N 


The SoundBeleever. | 


honour,glory,power, tothe Lambe tharfits upon the’ 
Throne for evermore withoutthe leaft wearinefle. 
4, Icfhall bea /piritzall body, our bodies now are] 
acted by animall fpirits,and being earthly and natu-|}! 
rall,growes,feeds,eats,drinks,fleeps,and hath natural} }} 
_laffe¢tions and defires after thefe things, and is trou-|/' 
bled ifit wantsthem; but then thefe fame bodies {hal} /} 
live by the indwelling of the Spirit of God powred|!"! 
out abundantly in us,anduponus, andfo acting our}?} 
bodies,and {wallowing upall ich naturallaffections| ‘| 
and motionsas thofe be here; as Adofes being with} ') 
God in the Mount forty dayes & nights,did not need | | 
any meator drink, the Lord and his glory being all} 
{unto him; how much more fhall itbethus then? 1}/] 
doe not fay we fhall be {pirits like the Angels,but our} "| 
bodies fhall he fpirituall,ha ving no natural defiresaf-| ’] 
ter any earthly bleffing food,ray ment,&c. nor trous| | 
bled with the wantefthem and hence alfo.the body | | 
fhallbe able as well toafcend up, as now it is to def-| "| 


! 


cend down; as e4uftin thewes by a.fimilitude of | 
lead, which fome artfts.can beat {fo {mall as to make} || 
{ 
| 


itfwini; wee are nowearthly, and made to live on} (| 


this earth, and hence fall down tothe center ; but we] :| 
are made then to be above for ever withtheLord, the} >| 
Lord proceeding from imperfection to perfection, | | 
asthe Apoitle here fhewes; not firlt /pzritvall, and} || 
then zatzrall; but firft that which is zat zral, (in chis| || 
life) andthenthat whichis fperttual, = YY? 
3. Confider the glory, of the foule ; now we know 
but in parc, and fee butin part; now we have joy at} || 
|fome times, andthen eclipfes befall us on a {udden ;|_ 
but then the Lord {hall be our everlafting light Ifa.) 
60,19. then we fhall fee God face to face, 1 104.351;) 

| 2. we fhall then know, and. {ee thofe things that have 
beene hid, not onely ftom the wicked; but from the} 
deepeft thoughts of the Saints them/elys inthis world } || 
2 Cor.12.4, Paul. 
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Paul Jaw forme things not fit 60 be uttered, orthat he 


; i 


Aconld not utter > wee {hall be fwallowed up in thofe 
| eps of grace,glory, immediate yifton, God {hall 
Ac allinall, The fouls fhallnow enjoy, 1. the ac- 
complifhment ofall promiles which we fee not here 
Iinade good untous,1 Cor,t 5.24.then you fhalhave 
| | reftitution ofall thefeattimes of reftefhing, wherein 
Biyour fins fhall be publikely blotted out from the pre- 
Hience of the Lord, -déts 3.19. If Fobva faid, Jof; 
42 3.14. when the peoples warfare wasended , See sf 
Whe Lora hath becne wanting in one word to you 3 
| Much more willthe Lord Jefus fay unto you then. 
} 2. Thenyoufhall receive a fullanfwer to.all your 
3 prayers, allthat grace, holinefle, power over fin, Sa- 
B} tan, fellowfhip with Ged, life of Chrift, biefling of 
©) God, which you fought for, and wept for,and tuffe- 
§ ced for here, you fhall then fee all anfwered. 
Mi 3, Thenyou fhall find the comfott of all that you 
bi have done for God, Reve/.14.4 3. your worke inthis 
Pi fenfe thall follow you, you fhallthen infinitely re- 
} joyce, that eyer you did any thing for God, that ever 
fF} you chought of him,|pake to bim,and {pake for him, 
that ever you gave any one blow co your pride, palli- 
ons, Juft, naturall concupifcence, &c. youfhall then 
b) enjoythexeward ofall your {uffterings,cares,forrows 
1 for Gods Chrift, faftings, and dayes of mourning, 
whether publikely,orfecretly forGods people,2 Coz. 
4.17. the fame glory God hathgiven Chriff,the Lord 
‘{hallat chattime giveunto you, Joh, 17.22, it {hail 
7 not be withus there as itwas wich the wicked Ifrac- 
lites, who when they came into the good land of rett, 
} they chen forgot the Lord andall his works palt; no, 
-no,allchatwhich G O D hath done for you, in this 
world, you fhall then look back,and fee,and wonder, 
and love, and bleffe, and fuck-the {weet of, for ever- 
more;it's.4 fond weak queltion to think whether we 
V2 , fhall 
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all know one another in heaven; verily youfhalre jj 
member the good the Lord did you here, by what]? 
‘meansthe Lord humbled yeu,by what miniftery the | 
Lord called you, by whactriendsthe Lord. comforted [I 
and refrefhed you ; and there you fhallfee them with | 
you; doe youthinke you fhall forgec the Lord and |}, 
his worksin heaver,which (ie may be) you cook hitee }}) 
notice of, andthe Lerd had little glory forhere? ji] 
Fourthly, confider the glory ofthe company & fel-})| 
lowfhip you fhalhave here ; 1, Angels, 4e6.12,2331} 
2.4, they willlove you and comfort you,and rejoye¢] 
| with you, and fpeak ofthe great thingsthe Lord hath ]} 
done for you, as they did on earth to the Shepheards, | | 
Like 2,10. Be notafraid, faith the Angel, A4atth. | 
28.5, 1 know you feck Jefus: So will they fay then, | | 
be ever comforted you bleffed fervants of the Lord, } ,| 
for we know you are loved of the Lord Jefits. 2+]: 
Saints, you fhall fit down with Abraham, Lfaac, & | | 
Taceb inthe Kingdome of God, be taken into the bo-; 
‘fame of e4 braham, and there we fhall {peake with } 
them ofthe Lords wonders, of his Chriftand King- | 
dome, Pfa/,145,11.andevery fentenceand word} 
fhal be milke and hony,fweeter then thy life now can} || 
be unto thee; wee fhall know and love, and honour } | 
one another exceedingly. 3. The man Chrift Jefus: 
when A4ary clafpt abourhim, /oh,20.17. Letmea- | 
lone faidhe, touchme not, 1 amnotyetafcended to} 
my Father. Asif hee had faid, (faith e4x/fzv) then] 
{hal be the place and time wherein we fhalembrace} 
one another for evermore. Never was husband and} 
loving wife fo familiar one withanother, asthe Lord 
Jefus will be (nor earnally and in an earthly manner) 
but, ina moft heavenly, glorious, yet gracious man- 
ner with all his Saints; C ome ye bleffed, will he then 
faytothem; we fhallthenever be, not onely 4” the} 
Lord, but wsth the Lord, faith Pand, 1 Thef.4, “ L 
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Mjuttas AZofes and Elias in his transfiguration, that 
Hicalked with him, (which was a glimpfe of our future 
glory) fofhallwe then, Lake 12. 37. and you fhal| 
Bichen ice that love of his, that bleffed bofome of love 


Byopened tilly, which the Apoftle faith paffeth know- | - 


Bi/edge, Epbe/. 3.19. I need nottell you of your fel- 
Bi owfhip with the Father, alfo whenthe Son fhal give 
Mlupthe Kingdometohimthathe may bealfinall, 
i) Fifthly, Confaderthe glory of your worke there ; 
Bi which is onely to glorifie this God. 

Bi 61, You fhallthen live like Chriftinglory ; wee 
fhallthinke and {peak all with glory, I ohn 3, 1.2, 
iW our ftrings fhall be then raifed upto the higheft {train 
offweet melody and glory. 

2. You fhall then bleffehim, Eph. 106. Eph.4.30. 
andehat with ravifh ment ; youshal come thento the 
#4 fullacknowledgementof the Son of God; you shal 
By {ce and fay allthis isthe work & grace of Chrift, and 
#4 chen shal cry out, Oh letal] Angels, Saints,ever bleffe 
/himfor this. What fhould I {peake any more? You 
A} will fay, isthis certaine ? Canthisbe fo? Yes affur- 
Ba edly, for Chrift isgoneto prepare this place and glo- 
I ry for you, /0h;14,2.3, We have alfothe firftfruirs 
iB} of this glorywhich we feel fomerimes whereby we fee 
BY) 8c tafte,and drink, and Jeng for more of that joy un- 
§} {peakable,and peace thar paffeth underftanding, that 
i) triumph over the rage & working power of remain- 
| ing corruption, that dark vifton of God,and holy glo- 
Bi) rying and boafting inhim as our everlafting portion, 
&c. which cannot be delufions & dreams which ne- 
Bi) verfeed,burever leave the deceived fow hungry, but 
jare realities & chingsindced, which fatratethe weary 
| foul, & fillicup withthe very fx/ne]s of God himlelf, 
Pl £p4.3.19.. & therefore tis cercaine that we shal have 

| the harve(t that thus tafte of the fruits, and the whole 
|fummiepayd us* faichfilly that haye already the 
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| che earneft penny. The Lord alfo fits us for this, a 


the Apoftle difputes, 2 Cor.5.4.5. What means the | 
Lord to deny our requefts in many things as long asf} 
we live 2 whatis his meaning not to letus feethe ac-}! 
; ~~ \ complifhmentef many of his promaifes? isit becaule |i 
he isunfaithtull ? or becaufe hee would lerus know |i 
thereis a day of refrefhing he hath referved for us, 8¢]|? 
-| would hayeuslook for, wherein wee fhall {ee itharh}}y 
not been a vaine thing for usto pray, or him to pro-}} 
{mife 2 why doth heaffli@ us,and keep us more mife-}/ 
rable both by outward forroys and inward miferies| 
chenany other people inthe world? deth he not here-}\4 
by bumble us, empty us, weaneusfrom hence, and {4 
make us as it were vefleils big enoughto hold glory, |i 
which we hope for in another world ? aa 
» Bucyou willfay, Can this glory be chus great? Wel 
fee tiscertaine it fhal befo; but thall ic be fo exceed- | 
, ing great andendlefle ? Yesverily, becaufe 4} 
» x, The price is great whichis paid forit, Eph, 1.1.4.4 | 
tiga parchafed poffes fie 2, ( by the blood of Chrift we}! 
135 J enterincothe hely of holies) a price of infinice value} 
muft bringa kind of infiniteglory. 2. Weeare by 
Chrilt nearerto God then Angelsare, whole glory} 
we fee isyery great, 3. Shall notour glory be to fer} 
oucthe glory of Chrift ? 2 Thef-1.10, and iffo, then 
if his glory be exceeding great,ours muft beare a due| 
propartion, and be very greatalfo, 4. Dothnot God 
pick out the poore and vile things of the world, to be 
veflelsofglory 2? 1 Cor. 1.27. and ignotthat anar-| 
gumentthat hee intends exceedingly to glorifie him-| 4 
felfeon fuch ; to raife up a moft glorious building,} 
where helayesfolowafoundation? 5, Arenotwe 
{loved with the fame love ashe hath loved Chrift 
Loh.17.#lt, and fhall not our glory abound then-ex.| | 
|ceedingly ? 6, Isnot the torment and fhame of the} 
Reprobates to be exceeding great 8c grieyous ? dotht ' 


HO, | 
NS _ 


— 


A i 
S ae 
a ee cman 


~ 


= 


] The Sound Beleever. Oo! Se 
Bipot God raife them up to make his power knowne 2 
Ro. 9,23. What then fhall we think on the contrar 
Biotcthe glory of the Saints, wherein the Lord fhall fer 
Byorch his power in glorifying them as he doth the glo. 
ry of his power in punithing others ? and therefore 
2 Thef.1.9. the punifhment of the wicked is expreft 
Dy feparation of them from the glory of the Lords 
power ; becaufe that inthe glory of the Saints, the 
Lord wil (asI may fo fay) make them as glorious as 
by his power ruled by wifedome hee is ableto make 
them. This is therefore the great glory of all thofe 
whom God hathcalled tothe tellowfhip of hisdeare 
Son; & whiehis yet more, blefled be God the time 
Hisnotlong, bucthat we fhall feel whacnow we do bur 
heare of, & fee buta little of, as we ufeto do of things 
afar off: We are here but ftrangers,8 have no abid- 
ing city, we look for this that hath foundations; and 
pa chcreforelet fin prefleus down, & weary us out with 
Bi wraftling withit; lec Satan rempt, and cafthis darts 
P¥acus;let our drink be our tears day and night, & our 
py near gall & wermwocd ; letus be {hut up in cheak- 

i] ing prifons,and caft out for dead in the {treets,nay up- 
on dung-hills,and none to bury us; leruslive alone as 
4 Pelicans in the wildernefle, and be driyen among 
I] wilde beafts into deferts; let us be {courged,and dif- 
graced, {toned, {awnafunder, and burned ; let us live 
Pi in fheep-skins,and goat-skins,defticute,afflicted,tor- 
fi mented, (as who looks not for fuch dayes flortly 2.) 
yet O brethren, the time isnot long,but when we are 
Pi} acthe wortt, and death ready to {wallowusup; wee 
Bi thall cry out, Ohglory,glory,oh welcome glory. If 
our miferies here be long, they fhall be light; if very 
bitter, they fhallbe fhort; however, long or fhort, 
they cannot be tous long, who leoke for an eternal) 
weight of glory. Who would not (that confiders of 
[thefe things) defpife this world,and fet it at his heels, 
} who hath al] thefe priviledges & benefits with Chrift 
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jChrift in his eye ?. who would not abhorre a filthy f}) 
luft,te enjoy fucha Chrift ? who would ever looke]!| 
back unto his flefh-pots, or fathers houle , that hath}, 
{uch welcome meade him the firft moment he comes}; 
\cothe Lord J efus, in haying prefent fruition of fome} 
of thele benefits, but prefent right unto all; fruition }| 
of tome by feeling,ofall by faith, Buroh the wrath of} | 
| God upon thefe times, that either fee not this glory, | 
or if they do, defpile fo great falyation / Chritt, and} 
pardon,& peace,adoption,grace,& glory is brought} 
hometo our doores,but their price is falnin our mar-} | 
ket, and we think it better to be without Chrift with) 
our lufts,chento be in Chrift with his benefits. Th ‘| 
reproach of C bra/t was dearer to ALofes (as great aj 
| Courtier,and as itrong a head- piece as our times can} 

afford) then allthe riches honours of Egypt,but the i 
prace,& peace,and life, & glory of Jefus Chrift,is vie | 
ler tous,then the very onyons,and lecks,&cfle(h-pots 1 
of Egypr; if youhad butnaked Chrift (our life) for | 
a prey in thefe eyill times, you had no caufeto com- | 


plain, butipfinitely to rejoyce in your portion ; but} | 


when with Chnift you fhal find all chefe benefits,and} | 


l 


| 
) 


priviledges caming inas to your portion, and yet to! 
defpifehim 2 Afluredly the Lord willnot beare with 
thiscontempt alway - Away tothe mountains, and] | 
haften from the towns and cities of y our habitation, | | 
where the grace of Chriftis publifhed, but univerfal-] | 
ly defpifed, you bleffed called ones of the Lord Jefus 3} } 
for the day sare coming,wherein for this fin,the heas | 
vens & earth shall fhake, the Sun shail be turned inte | | 
darknefle,and the Moon into blood,and mens hearts [| 
{falling for fear ofthe horrible plagues which are come} | 
ing upon the face ef the earth, Dreame not of faire} | 
_| weather,expect not beter dais,tillyou hear men fay, F ' 
Bleffed s hethat commeth inthe name of the Lord,\ \ 
who thus bleffeth his with all [pirstuall blesfings iz | | 
!Chrift,Eph,1.3. | now proceed tothe laft, Chaps} | 
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All thofethat are he into this bleffedeftate, 


WW are boundte liwethe life of love in fruitful othank- 
Ny fel obedience unto him that hath called them , ac~ 
Wl cordingto therule of the morall Law, Pfal.40.7.8 
44 97 He Lord dothno fooner call his people to him- 
| felfe, butas foone as ever he hath thus crowned 
thems with thefe glorious priviledges, and giventhem 
Hany fenfe and feeling of them, but they immediately 
Hicry out, Ob Lord, Whatfhall I nove doe for thee ¢ 
HW how fhall f'now live tothee 2? they knew now they 
are no more their owne, but his, and therefore fhould 


Hi loveand kindneffe the Lord had fhewn //rae/, what 
Sfraelthould doe tor him ? you fhall fee his anfwer 
MM full, De#t.10.1 2.13. eAuduow, Oh Ifrael, what 
W doththe Lord require ofthe, butt feare the Lord 
Wl thy God, andto love him aud ferve hinewith alt thy 
heart, and ta keepe his Commandements, which I 
WW command thee this day for thy good? If youaske 
Nl) Paul (as Evangelicalla Chriftianaseverlived what 
now we are to doe when we are in Chrift? he aniw- 


A ers punctually, 2 Cor.5.14.15. The lov eof (brat 


I conftraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that (bref 
Wl djing for thofe that weve dead, they that live fhould 
MM ixot Live unto themfelves, but unto him that dyed 
Wl for them c& vofe again. (tweaske Peter the quelti- 
‘on, to what end the Lord hath called us out of dark- 

Il efs into his marvelloss light ? he exprelly tells yous 
BV it isto (hew forth the vertues of him that hath focal- 
Bl leds, 1 Pet,2.9. If we be doubrfill whether this 

be the Lords minde, the Lord himfelte refolyes it by 
Zachary,Luk.t .74, & tels us, thattishis oath, That 
| we being delivered out of the hands of or enemies, 
we fheuld ferve himwithont fear in holinef , (inal 
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Hi nowliveto him, If youaske CMofes, after all the | 
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the rules ofthe firft early righteon{uefs(in all oe 
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the fecond'T able) allthe dayes of onr life,andthatall 

this fhould not be out of a {piricof bondage & flavifh | 
-ltear,but wethost feare, t,e. Peare of our enemics,{in, 
death, wrath, and fo confequently out oflove;to him 
chac hath delivered us;thar onewouldyyonder itfhould | 


-Jever enter the heart ofany Chriftian man chat hath tas |} 
fted the lave of Chrift, as to think that there is no ule })| 
_tofthe Law to.one in Chrift; 8 chat becaufe they are }}| 
to live the life ofloveto Chrift,that cherefore they are} || 


not tolookto the laywas the rule of their love,expref- } 
ly croffe to the letter ofthe Text, Joh. 14. 15./f yee | 


love me, keep my Commandementss which Come })| 
mandements are not only faith & Joye to the Saints; | | 
but love to enemies, and {piritual obedience unto the § | 
morallLaw, ina far different manner and meafure } 


then as the: Pharifces inftructed the people in thofe | 


dayes; asyou may fee, dat. 5.17. Listrue indeed, 
obedience to the Law is not required of us now as it } 
was of dam; it wasrequired of him asa condition | | 
antecedent to life, but of thofe that bee in Chrift it ts] 
|required only asa duty confequent ro life, or asa tule} | 
of life, that feeing she hath purchafed our lives in re-} 
demption, and actually given uslifein vocation and | | 
|fanctification, we fhould now liye unto him, in all | 
thanktulland fruitfullobedience according to his will | 
| revealed inthe moral Law, Tis a vaine thing to i-} 
imagine that, our obedience is to have no other rule | 
butche Spirit, without any attendance to the Law 5] | 


ithe Spiritindeed, is the efficient caufe of our obedis | 


| ence and hence we are {aidto be led by the [pivst, Ro, } | 


8,14. but itis not properly the rule of our obediencey 
| but the will of God reyealed in his werd, efpecially 
‘inthe Law isthe rule : the Spirit is che winde that 


drives us in.our obedience, thelaw isour Compafies} | 

rate to which it {teares our courfe for tus : the} || 
the Law, the wind and the compafie cap f || 

Teach! 


| Spirican 
‘Rand wellrogether, P(143, 10. 
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Teach me to do thy will.Q God (there is Daveds rule, 
viz. Gods will revealed) thy {perir zs ood (there is 
Davids wird, that enabled imo ftear his coutfe ac- 
cording to it) the Spirsi af life doth free w from the\ 
Ml {law of fr anddeath,butnott{rom the holy,and pure, 
I} [and good,and righteous Law of God, Kom.8,1.2,3. 
Wl | The blood of Chrift bythe Spivst cleanfeth us from 
I | dead works,to fervethe living God, Heb, 9.14, not 
If jtolerve our own felyes,or lufts, or wills,to doe what 
If | we pleafesche law indeed is not a rule of that by which 
I] | we areco obcy,z7z, of our faich,yetic is the only rule 
of what weare to obcy we are not to performeacts 
Hl | ofobedience now as Adam was todoc,viz» by the 
I {fole power of inherent grace, but weeare to live by 
faich,and at by faith (tor wit bot meyou can do no- 
thing, Lohu 15.5.) wee ate not united to Chrift our 
life by obedience as Adam wasto God by it, but by 
faith: & thereforeasalla @ion(in living things) coms 
from union, fo allouradts of obedience are to come 
| by faith, fromethe Spirit on Chrifts part, and from 
| faith on our part,which make our union = Noah built 
by faith,Exoch walked with God by faith, / ofhia & 
| his Souldiers fought by faith, e4dvaham travelled, 
| dwelcin his tents lived 8 died by faith;they acted ac- 
cording to the rule, but all by che power of faith. It1s 
a weake reafoning to imagine a man isnot bound to 
pay his debts becaufe he isto go unto another for the 
money : Obedience is our debt wee owe to Chrift, 
Luke 17. 10, though we are to g0¢ to Chrift, poor, 
and weak, and feeble, toenableusto pay + Tistrne, 
Chrift hath keptthe Law for us;and are we therefore 
free from itas our rule ? No verily, Chrift keptthe 
law for fatistastionto juftice, & fo we arenot bound 
to kee pthe Law ; hee kept the law alfo for nnixation, 
togive usa. copy andan example of all holinefsand 
glorifying God inout obedience ; and thus Chriftso- 
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bedience is fo far trom exempting us from the Law, | || 
as thar ir engagethus the more, having bothrule and | |, 
exercife betoreus, 1L0h.2%6, He that faith he abi- 
det hin humought towalk ashe walked, t Pet.t,14, 
\15.16. Tis true, the Law-1s writin a beleeyeis heart, 
jand if he hatha law within, whac need he (fay feme) 
\looktothe Law wishout ? when as our Saviour and} || 
David argued quite contrary, Pal. 40.7.8. I come, | || 
L delight to doethy wll , tt being written of methat 
LE {bould doe it, becaule thy Law ts within my. heart: 
this argues, that you are nottoatcend the Law unwil 
lingly as bond-men and flayes, but willingly & glad- |. 
ly, becaufe the Law, even the Law of love in your] || 
hearts, lob. 5.3. The place alledged by fome for} 
this liberty fromthe Law, viz, the Law2s not made| | 
for avighteous man, 1 Tim.1.9. if well confidered, 
fully dafherhthis dreame in pieces; for there were 
divers Jewitt Preachers of AZo/es law,and they had |_| 
a world of fcruples and queftions about it, verig, 8. 
Paxtand others were accounted of,as men lefle zea- | 
{lous, becaufe they did not foundupon that ftring fo] | 
much; away Claith P2se/) with thole contentious} | 
quettions ; fer theexdof the commandement is not 
icruplesand queftions, buccharéty and love (i.e. both 
to Godand man) out ofa pure heart and faith un- 
feigned, vet, 4, and faithhe: The Law ss very good,) 
when “fed lawfully, chatis, forthisend, and out of 
thefe principles, ver,8, tis not talking but doing, and | 
that out of love, which is the end & {cope of the law ; 
fo that note by the way, you may aswell abolith love 
as abolifh the law, love being the end and feope ofthe 
Law, But to proceed; The Law és not made (faith 


to 


he) fori he reghteozes i.e. for the condemnation of the} 
rightecus, 2, eof fuch as outofa pure hearrand faith! | 
.{untained love God inthe 1, Table, love to fhew all} 
dutics of refpect tomaninthe 2, Tables and there-. 
fore they of al other men haye no caufe to abolifhthe | | 
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yheis continually fisning againft this Law: the Law | 


therefore fay they, will be alway troubling of him, — 


I aniwer, firft a corrupt heart and putrid contci-| 
enéc,can have mo peace by the law, //4,57.21. there | 
ws no peace tothe wicked, & itis good it {hould be fo. | | 

2. A wacchfull Chiiftian may,?fa.119.1§. Great} | 
peace have they that keepthy Law. Hexekiabhadit,| | 


when he defired the Lerdto remember how bee had 


walked before him with aperfett heart, Lfa.58.1,2-1 | 
3. Paultoundit, the tefismony of bis confcieace bea-\— 


ring him witnefle, was hrs rejujcing herein ; 2 Cor. 


1,12, 3. Ita Chriftian ignorant of maintaining his| 


peace with God by faith in his juftification,notwith- 


ftanding all the errorsin his obedience and fanctifi- : 
cacion; If fay he wantshis peace ,fhal we therefore] 


breake the law in pieces? if a feeure Chriftian that 
walks loofely wants peace, by the accufations of the 


Law;tis Gods mercy to him to give him no peace in} 


himtelfe, while he isat truce with his luft,. 


4. That peace willend in difiall forrow which is} - 
got by kicking againft the Law, it isbut dawbing for} 
amanto keepe his peace by fhuteing his cyesagain{t} — 

the way of peace ; a feryant may haye peace in his i-| 
dlenefs by thinking that his Mafter requires no work} 
from him, and by hiding his talent, yet whae will his} 
Lord fay to him when his day is ended, and he comes} 
to reckon with him at funstet 2 bring the Law into} | 
thy confcience in point of juftification, it willtrou-| | 
bleconfcience : for their only Chrifts righteoufnefs,| 
Gods grace ; and the promife are to be looked on, &] 
our own obedience and holineffe laid up inthe dult;| 


but bring it before thee asa vule of thy faftification,| 


and as thy copy to write after ,and to imitate, and af-|_ 


pire afcer chat perfection it requires, it will then trou-| 


blethee no more, thenit dotha childe, wholgying al 
he isal. 


fait copy fechim to write after, & knowing th 
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Il | fon, isnox therefore troubled, becaule he cannot write | 


as faire as his copy ; he knowes if hee imitatesit, his 
{cribling fhall be accepted : howforver though hisfa- 
ther may chaltife him with rods, if hebecarelefle to 
imitate;yethe will never caft him therefore off ftom 
| being his Son, The truth is this,it argues moft grace- 
‘Hefs,carnal,wretched heart,for a man to.calt by Gods 
rules; becaufe arcendance,to them is his trouble and 
torment , whichuntoa gracious heart arelife, and 
peace, and {weetnefle; dil the wayes of wifdame to 
him,acewayes of pleafantne/i, and her paths peace : 
And itis Gods common curfe upon them that love 
-notthe truthin thefe days,that becaufe fin isnot their 
forrow, nor breachofrulestheit trouble; chat there~ 
fore, the obfervaace ofthe Law.and attendance unto 
rules fhal] be their burden andtrouble, they feel not 
theplague jn their ownheatts,and therefore reproofs 
plague them,and commands are a plagueand a tor- 
/}ment.unto them : crooked feet, and crooked wills, 
| orake them tread awry in fuch corrupt opinions, 

‘All the called ones of Godare therefore tolive this 
life of obedience, & that out of love, w hich Teall the 
life of love,Gal.5.6.for elle circumcifion availes no- 
ching,nor uncircume;ion, no nor Faith it (elf unlefle 
it be of this nature, as that it works by lave there 1s 
such obedience and external conformity to the Law 
inmany men, but the principall difference betweene 
chefeformalities, and the obedience of the Saints, is 
love ;-the, obedience of the one arifethfram [elf-love, 
becatife it pleafeth themielyes, & fuits withtheirown 
ends; the other from the love of Chrift, becaute it 

leafeth him, and fuits with bis ends; t Cor+13 iG Co 
1 Lohn§.3+ ! 
~ Wherein dothand fhould this life of love appear ? 

Tnthefe.five particulars. In thinking and mufing 
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fhalldoe for him ; he that faith he léves another,and |] 
yctfeldome thinks on him, or will feldome give him |} 
a good look when heemeets him, certainly deceives |)| 
himfelfe ; the leaft degree efloyve, appeares inthink- ||| 
ing on what we love, becaufe the loving kindneffe of ||| 
Gedwas better then life unto David; hence he did }\| 
remember him ups his bed, and medit ate on him ix \\| 
the very night : Pi. 63.3.6, they that fearethe Lord ||| 
. |#, witha Son-like feare, where love is chiefly predo- || 
minant,are fuchas think spon bis name :Mal.3.16, ||| 
Wehave thought ont hy loving kindne[s ob Lordin\)| 
| thy Temple,P ta,48.9. Thou thatcanft fpends days, ||| 
nights, weekes, months, yeats ; and haftthy head ail} 
this tine {warming with vain thonghts,and {catce one || 
living thought of Chrift,and his love, chat didft never |) 
| beat thy head,nor crouble thy felf in mufing, O what ||| 
{hal Ido for him, nor in condemning thy (elf becaule | | 
chou doett fo little,verily thou ha not theleaft degree 
of thislifeoflove. In {peaking and commending of} | 
him : is it poffible that any mian fhould love another | | 
8 not commend him,not fpeak of himeif thou hadft | | 
buta Hawk: or 2 Hound chatthou loveft, ‘thou wilt | | 
commend it, & can it {tand withloveto Chrift, yet} | 
feldom or never to {peak efhim nor of hislove;nevet | | 
.|to commend him unto others, that they may fall in | | 
love with him alfo 2 you fhall {ee the Spoule, Cart. | | 
5:9.16, when fhee wasasked what her beloved | | 
was above ot hers ? fhee {ets him out in every part of | || 
him, and concludes with this, e a altogether love- 
Ly becaule thy loving kindne[i({aithDavid) 1s better || 
thenléfe, my lips |pallpraife thee, and Iwill bleffe |) 
|thee whiles I live; Pf.63.3.4. can it ftand with this | 
~“ITife of love, .to be alway {peaking about worldly af- | 
fairs,or news at the be(t; both week-day & Sabbath: 
day, in bed and at board,in good company & in bad, 
at home,andabroad 2 I tell you ir will beonemain | 


_._'reafon why.you defire tolive,that you may make the } | 
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[Lord Jefus known to your children, friends,acquain- 
tance ,-that fo in the agesto come his name mighr 
ring, & his memorial might be of {weet odour, from 
generation togeneration, P/a.71.18. If before thy 
converfion efpecially thou haft poyfoned others by 
thy vaineand corrupt {peeches; after thy Conyerfion 
thou wilt feek tofeafon the hearts of others bya gra- 
cious, {weet,and wife communication of fayory and| 
blefled {peeches; wharthe Lord hathtaught thee thou | 
wilt alk of icunto ethers, for the fake of him whom 
thou loveft. \ In being oft in his company,and grow-| 
ing uptherby into a familiar acquaintance with him? 
can we be long abfent ftom thofe we love intirely, it 
we may come to them ? can we love Chrift, and yet! 
| be feldome with him, in Word, in Prayer, inSacra= 
_}ments;.in Chriftian Communion,in Meditation and 
| daily Examination of our own hearts, in his. proyi- 
Il dences of Mercies, Crofles,and Tryals 2 (for Chrift 
-is with us here, but thofe two wayes, in his Ordinan- 
ces, or providences, by hts-holy Spirtt,) Lord (fash 
David)I have loved the habit ation of thy houfe,and| 


a 


4 | the place where thine honour dweterh,Pla.26,8,The| 
Ul | ground-of which is fet dewne, ver/e.3.. Thy loving | 


kindneffe as before mine cyes,my {orl longethfor thee 
ws inalanawherenowater w,that I might fee thee,| 
ws I have feene thee inthe Santinar), thereafon ot 
| it was, becaufe thy loving kindneffe ws better then 
| défe,P1.63.1.2. Indoing much for bim,& that wil- 
lingly:;’Did not Facob love Rachel? how did he ex- 
| prefle it?his fever years lervice, iz froft er fnow, we 
4 heat & cold, by day and night were nothingto hin, 
| for herfake whom hefoved : Shal I fervée the Lord 
(faith David)! of what coft me nothing 2 And when | 
hee had ‘prepared many millions for the building ot 
the Temple, yet he accounted it a fmall thing tot 
his fake whomhe loved ‘ 1 Chron. 2953. he gave 
it 
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irout of his poverty,as he he (peaks; thes zs lovetokecP | 
his Consmandements , and thofe are not grievous : 
¢ Iehn 5-34 In fuffering and enduring any evill for 
his fake. J confeffe it isnoteyery degree of love that ; 
will carry @ man hither ; yee where there is grearand }) 
Gngular love, for a gooa man one wet willing to|, 
dye; Ro.§.7, afluredly ifthere be any loyeto Chrift, 
it will in time encreafeto this meafure; Tewill think 
ten thoufand lives too little to lay down for Chrifts jj} 
fake, that laid down his precious lifefor bim + What |); 
telyou me, faith Paxl, of bonds vnd tmprifonmsents? 
1 ansrcady not onelytobe bound, burto dye forthe 
fake of Chrift at lerufalem, my life ts not dearta me, \\n 
no morethen a.cuth at my toot,that J waay fint{h my i 
courfe with Foy: Forthy fake we are killed all the}\) 
day long, Rom, 8, 36. 1 tell you the love of Chritt} ji 
will make youfall down upon your knees, and blefle}; 
| che Lord,and he willacceptof iach a poor facrifice as}, 
thy body is,though itbe burnt to afhes; and thou wilt} 
| bleffe him againe and againe, chat whereas he mighy 
| have left chee in thy finnesto have troden him and his} 
glory and gtace underfoot,as he hath donethoulands|; 
inthe world; yet charhe fhould call thee:to fhare in}, 
this honout not onely to'doe but to {ufferfor his fake. | 
Now thegood Lord perfwadeall our hearts unto}; 
this fruitfull obedience:and life of loye. Oh you}; 
yeung men, you have ataire time before you to doe} 
‘much for Chrift in; how pleafing willitbeto himrto 
| {ce fuch young trees hang full-of trait! “You aged); 
men have now one footin yeur graye, and you have 
forgotten the Lord Jefusmoft of yourtime,and your 
time which now remaines is very lictle,and thenyourl, 
lampe-is out, your Sun. is almoft fet, and all your); 
work isyctto bedone for-Chrift, Ob therefore a-); 
wwaken now at laft before you awakewhen it is too}; 
late; Yourich men have abilities and wherewithal; 
: tal 
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ho fet forward Chrifts Kingdoimein the Townes and 
| HV illages where you live; you poore men niay doe 
orshe advancement of the Lord Jefus, You Huf- 
pands, Wives, Matters, Servants, remember if you 
are not good in your places, you are not good ar all, 
whatever your profeffion be; a good woman, but a 
roward wife 3a good man, buta hare-brain'd curft 
nusband’: a good feryant, butavery fore congue ; 
Hithefe cannot well ftand together. If you have any 
ye to Chrift, the life of love will make you move 
bef{t in your proper place : Oh therefore love much, 
and fo think much and fpeake much of, and converfe 
much with, and doe much, and fuffer much for the 
Lord Jefus Chrift; ‘conterit not your felves with do- 
ing {mall chingsfor him, that hath doneand fuffered 
much for you ; if you'can doe burlittle, yet ec God 
on work by being fervent and frequent in prayer, not 
igonely that Chrift may be hcnored in yout felves, but 
alfoin yourfamilies, and inall’Churches and King- 
if domes of the world. Ifyou cannot doemuch, yet 
maintaine a live 4 wzilto doe much, which is accept- 
ull edas if you did, 2 Cor,8,1 2, ]fthou'arta poor man, 
and haft nothing to-give, yet keep a heart as hiberall 
fasa Prince’; if youcandoe but little your felves, yet 
J encourage others that they may, thou art not a Prea- 
cher called co convert foules; yet doe thou encourage 
che meflengers of Chrift in their worke, by thy pray- 
ers, countell, helpe, and-at the laftday the converfion 
of foules {hal be attributed unto thee, as wellas unto 
them? if thou can{t not doe any good, ‘yet prevent 
what evillthou canftin thy place ; to keep off Judge- 
i ments, at leaftto delay them ; mourne thou for other 
ld mens fins,'asif they were thine own, that fo the Lord 
may pityand pardonthem, and it may bee convert 
them, who fhal doeno-motegood it may be; then e- 
Mu | 2 ver 
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Much by ardent and inftant prayers day and nighr, |. 
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ever thou. canftdoe : let the Lord Jefusbe in thy|| 
thoughts the firft in che morning, & the Jaft atnight 3}¥ 

! 


doe whatthou canft, nay, goe continually tohim tO} 
enable thee ro doe more then thou of thy felfe cantt ;}} 
& mourne bitterly and lament daily whatthou haft}} 
not done, either through want of ability or will - re-|! 
membring his loyeto thee, that heecameout of his) 
Fathers bofome for thee,wept for thee, bled for thee, | 
powred outhislife, nay, hisfoul co deathforthee, is}4 
now rifen tor chee, goneto heaven for thee, fits act 
Gods right hand, and rules allthe world forthee,}| 
makes interceflion Continually for thee, and:at ches 
end of the world will come again fer thee: who halt: | 
loved hin here, that theu.mightett live for ever with }} 
himthen. , Butis this ovr lite, inthefe eviland luke-1} 
warmetimes?, How many.be therethatbeleeve int| 
Chrift,thar they may liveasthey lift 2 Ifcodrink, & | 
whore, and {coffe,and blafpheme; if tofhakea lock,’ 
_|& follow every tond fathion;if to crofle & cringe be-"! 
fore a piece of wood; ifto be weary of the: Word, and 
outwardly zealous for long prayers; ifto {eek purity) ! 
{of Ordinances in Churches, and co maintain impuri-|| 
{ty in hearts,. in fhops, in families; if to fer our hearts}! 
upon Farmesand Merchandizes, and foto be cove 
tous; ifto fet up our own felves, and parts, andgiftsy 
witha fecret difdaine of Gods Minifters;. if to cry 
dowyne learning, and fet.up ignorance; if to fet uph) 
: _ |Chrift,and deftroy fanctification & obedience; ifto}i 
tf bea fect-mafter of fome odde opinions; ifto.crack}} 
i the nutof fome fuperlunary and Monkith riotions,|| 
and high-Hlown fpeculations; if to hear much,and doh} 
At litle; if to havea name toliye, and yetdead at theli 
heart; ifthis be cto live the life of love, wehave man , i 
{chat live chislife ; the Lord Jefuus wantsno-loye,if chis] 
_ | becolove Butoh woeunto you, if you thus requitel | 
_the Lord, foolifla people and unwife!. a 
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The Lord knowes wemay com plaineas Pan/ did 
MEV Cr) man minds his ownthings, and not the things 
ef jefus Chrift; none in comparifon of that huge 
number chat chinke they are religious enough, ifthey 

be baptized, 8efay thar they beleeve in Jefas Chrift: 


ea crily the time drawes neere wherein the Lord willl 


igcome for fruitsof his Vineyard; and if he findesit 
prot, afluredly hee will not'be beholding tous for o- 
iy edience, he can raife his glory out of other people: 
agen there carry his Gofpel to them who fhall bring 
dM orth the fruits of it » the Lord will fhortly lay his 
Ace unto the root of ourtrees and if wee will not 
iif erve the Lord in this good Land inthe abundance o 
ligpeace and mercy, we fhal ferve our enemies in hun go 
rt, cold, andnakednefle; if wee will not ferye hin 
im nlove, we muft ferve our enemies infeare; do not 
Mbinke chat the Lord will be put off with yenerable 
Kgoames andtitles, fhadowes, and pictures: what is 
eg ott mens profeffion at this day but a meere paint ? 
davbich may ferye to colour them while they live, but 
ygVill never comfort them (unlefle confcience bea- 
deep) when they cometo dye. Oh, take heed of fuch 
Wpormality; I can neyer thinkeenoughof Davids ex- 
dprcllion, Plal, 119,167, 1 have kept thy comman- 
cements, and I lovethem exceedingly ; {hould hee 
not haye faid firlt, L have loved thy commande- 
gee?! s, and fo have keptthem ? Doubtleffe hee did 
go, buthe ran here ina holy and moftheayenly Cir- 
lc, 1 have keptthem, and loved them; and loved 
hema, and kept them; if wee love Chrift we thall 
ave fuch a life of love in our meafure; and his Com- 
gnandements will be mioft deare, whenhimlelfe is 
nolt precious, 
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